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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

September 6, 2015 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
  

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

Introit 

“Laudate Dominum” from Solemn Vespers W. A. Mozart 

O praise Jehovah, all ye nations, Praise Him, all ye peoples: 

For all His loving kindness is evermore to us. 

And the truth of Jehovah endureth forever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen. 
 

 

 



 
 Call to Worship from Psalm 125 

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,  

which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  

As the mountains are round about Jerusalem,  

so the LORD is round about his people,  

from this time forth and for evermore.  

Do good, O LORD, to those who are good,  

and to those who are upright in their hearts!  

Come let us worship! 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 57  

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing AZMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Creed No. 885 A Modern Affirmation 
 We believe in God the Father,  

   infinite in wisdom, power and love, 

   whose mercy is over all his works,  

   and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

   Son of God and Son of man, 

   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,  

   the ground of our hope, 

   and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

   as the divine presence in our lives, 

   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 

   of the truth of Christ, 

   and find strength and help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself 

   in the service of love 

   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  

   to the end 

   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Prayer of Confession  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you  

   in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  

   and by what we have left undone.   

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

   have mercy on us and forgive us;  

   that we may delight in your will,  

   and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45)  
 These Treasured Children  
 These treasured children present now  

are bound to us by sacred vow: 

With love, we make a heartfelt claim  

to welcome them home in Jesus’ name. 

Then tender God, each child embrace;  

God give them blessings, grant them grace.  

Surprise them, God, with wonders still,  

and gently guide them to your will. 
 
  



 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 

 

 Hymn of Preparation   

Healer of Our Every Ill HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL 
 

 

 
 Gospel Reading  Mark 7:24-37  

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 



Sermon   

 

Prayers of the People  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offering  

Great is thy Faithfulness (8:30) arr. Dan Miller 

God is Our Refuge (9:45, 11:00) Allen Pote 

God is our refuge and strength;  a present help in time of trouble 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear. 

 

Come and behold the work of the Lord, the awesome acts of God. 

He is in the midst of his people, He is our God in all the earth. 

 

He is the word, we are his hands, He will lead us. 

He is the air, we are his song, we celebrate his presence all the day long. 

 

He is the rain, we are the stones, He will cleanse us. 

He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence  

all the day long. 

 
 Doxology No. 94 LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  
 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 140  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS 

 
 Benediction  

 

 



 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

 Variations on HYMN TO JOY arr. Richard Nichols 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
PREACHER 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation (8:30, 9:45) 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister (11:00) 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Ellen Robison, Minister of Worship and the Arts (9:45, 11:00) 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 
 

LAY READERS 

 Suzette Sells (8:30), Ellen Underwood (9:45), Hilary Coman (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Dongho Lee, Music Associate and Organist 

Brian Winegardner, trumpet 

Amanda Williams, soprano 

Chancel Choir, (9:45 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Grace Pickett (9:45), Thomas Price (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Catherine Pickett and Elizabeth Anne Hamil (9:45) 

Andy Price and Wray Farlow (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Caroline Boulware (9:45), Morgan Weintraub (11:00) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. If you’re just getting to know 

us, we are a community that welcomes people from all walks of life. Check out the Guest 

Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the 

Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know 

us better. 

 

DISCOVER MYERS PARK Want to learn more about our church family and how to get 

involved? Discover Myers Park includes two classes where we share about the life of our 

church. Discover Myers Park meets next at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, September 13 and 20, in Francis 

Chapel just off the lobby of the Parish Life Building. You don’t need to sign up in advance, just 

come and join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org to learn more. 

 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for children are at the 

Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of Baptism at this 

morning’s 9:45 a.m. service are Collin James and Cayla Elizabeth Cooper, children of Jamie 

and Jim Cooper; Lily McKie Edwards, daughter of Juliann and Andrew Edwards; and Ashton 

Blake Kanera, son of Tamara and Josh Kanera. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert I. Dalton Sr. by their family. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday at 

9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is given in worship 

services. 

 

FAMILY WORSHIP SUNDAY This morning, on Labor Day weekend, we celebrate Family 

Worship Sunday, a time for children and youth to attend one of our four worship services 

together with their parents. We will not hold Sunday School for children and youth this 

morning. There is worship care for children ages five (not in kindergarten) and under. 

 

OUR SENIOR PASTOR IS AWAY TODAY Dr. Howell is away this weekend performing a 

wedding and visiting friends. He will return to our pulpit next Sunday. 

 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST 

CHURCH CLOSED MONDAY Our church is closed Monday for Labor Day. Those needing 

help that day can call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY IS BACK! H.O.T. Wednesday returns September 9, offering a weekly 

meal and fellowship from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org


menu: Hamburgers and hot dogs with fixings, potato salad, chips, vegetarian baked beans, 

desserts and ice cream. Weekly menus are at www.mpumc.org. Make reservations at 

HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 and press 6 by noon each Tuesday. Adults 

are $7, children up to age 12 are $5 with the purchase of an adult meal, and PBJ’s are free with 

the purchase of an adult meal. The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby is 

open until around 7:30 p.m. Wednesday when H.O.T. Wednesday is in session. Story time for 

children is at 6:15 p.m., gather outside Jubilee Hall. 

YOGA Yoga Bob will lead an eight-week Gentle Yoga class Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

starting September 14 in Room 031 of the Snyder Building. Cost is $80. Bring a mat and large 

towel or blanket. Reach him at yogabob@me.com.  

GRIEF SUPPORT WORKSHOPS Are you struggling with grief after the loss of a loved 

one? Rev. Bill Roth and Parish Nurse Susan Mobley will lead four workshops to support those 

in grief: From 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Monday, September 14, 21 and 28 and October 5 in Room 110 

of the Parish Life Building. To sign up, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 

crivera@mpumc.org. 

LEARN CPR/AED Classes to learn CPR and AED will be from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Wednesday, 

September 23 and October 7, in Room 109 of the Parish Life Building. Cost is $30. Reach 

Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

DR. HOWELL TO EXPLORE LORD’S PRAYER  

Join us at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 8, in Room 107/108 for a fascinating program as Dr. 

Howell talks on The Lord’s Prayer, the Rest of our Praying, and What’s wrong in me (and out 

there). 

SIGN UP FOR DISCIPLE, COMPANIONS Here are two of the many opportunities at our 

church to learn, grow and share fellowship: You can sign up now for Disciple Bible Study and 

Companions In Christ small-group classes at www.mpumc.org/smallgroups. Disciple Bible 

Study classes begin September 8 at different times during the week. Companions spiritual 

formation small groups begin September 14. To learn more about these and other offerings, 

reach Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org. 

MARY CIRCLE Mary Circle invites moms of infant, preschool and elementary-age children 

to join them. The group meets at 9:15 a.m. the second Tuesday of each month (September 8) in 

Room 104 of the Parish Life Building. They are reading Parenting with Presence: Practices for 

Raising Conscious, Confident, Caring Kids by Susan Stiffelman. Child care is available. E-mail 

Amy Brittain at amysbrittain@gmail.com. 

EARLY MORNING BIBLE STUDY All are invited to join the Napa Bible study at 7:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays at Napa on Providence at 110 Perrin Place across the street from our church. The 

group has grown to nearly 20 each week. Free breakfast is provided by Napa. Dr. Howell will 

join the group on September 9 for a wrap-up discussion on the Book of Revelation. A new 

study will begin on September 23. Details: Ryan Blalock at RyanB@mpumc.org. 

 

http://www.mpumc.org/
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIRS Children in Grades K-5 are invited to participate in the 

Children’s Choir, with rehearsals Wednesdays from 5:00 to 5:45 p.m. in the Choir Room 

starting September 9. Students in Grades 6-12 can sing in the Youth Choir, which will rehearse 

Sundays from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the Youth Choir Room starting September 13. Register on 

the Music Ministries page at www.mpumc.org. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES As Sunday School classes gear up for autumn, 

among the offerings of note: At 9:45 am. Sunday, September 13, in Room 031 downstairs in the 

Snyder Building, the Discovery class begins a six-week study of Sticky Faith: Everyday Ideas 

to Build Lasting Faith in Your Kids by Drs. Kara Powell and Chap Clark. At 11:00 a.m. 

Sundays from September 13 to October 4 in Room 105 of the Parish Life Building, Dr. Melanie 

Dobson facilitates a four-week class, Spirituality Literacy. Each week includes a film and group 

discussion. Topics: Attention (September 13), Beauty (September 20), Compassion (September 

27) and Devotion (October 4).  

AFRICAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR SEPTEMBER 13 What a treat for the congregation and 

community: The African Children’s Choir will perform at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, September 13, in 

Jubilee Hall. This group of seven- to nine-year-olds from Uganda will share African music and 

chants. An offering will support the group. Their music will be available for sale. Details: Ellen 

Spence at 704-295-4833 or ellenspence@mpumc.org. 

ADULTS PLUS! The group for adults age 55 and over will meet at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 

September 16, in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building as Charlotte’s Sam Wazan, a Lebanese 

Muslim, talks about his novel, Trapped in Four Square Miles, and finding peace in the Middle 

East. Lunch (chicken kabobs) for $5 follows in Jubilee Hall. To make a lunch reservation by 

noon September 15, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org. 

MINDFULNESS BOOK STUDY Parish Nurse Susan Mobley will lead a book study from 

1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Wednesdays from September 16 to November 11 on Mindfulness: A practical 

guide to finding peace in a frantic world by Mark Williams and Danny Penman. Class size is 

limited to 15. The room number will be set soon. To sign up, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-

4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

ACOLYTES, BIBLE CARRIERS, CRUCIFERS Youth in Grades 5-12 are welcome to serve 

in this Sunday morning ministry. Sixth- to ninth-graders are acolytes, processing in with torches 

and lighting altar candles. Fifth-graders carry the Bible during the processional. Tenth- to 12th-

graders serve as crucifers, carrying the cross. Youth, along with one parent, must attend one of 

two training sessions in the Sanctuary to discuss dress, procedures and scheduling. Sessions are 

from 10:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, September 19, and 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, September 27. 

Adults are invited to serve as Sunday morning coach. Time commitment is one Sunday every 

four to six weeks. To learn more: Amelia Miller at 704-442-2926 or cmiller5@carolina.rr.com. 

LEARN ABOUT RACE IN CHARLOTTE Noted Charlotte historian Dr. Tom Hanchett will 

lead a program on the history of race in Charlotte, and what we face today, at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 13, in Jubilee Hall 

PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL Dr. Howell and Rabbi Murray Ezring of Temple Israel in 

Charlotte will lead an interfaith pilgrimage to Israel November 1-12. Visit www.mpumc.org for 

the itinerary and more. The deadline to sign up is September 16. Reach Dr. Howell at 704-376-

8584 or james@mpumc.org. 

http://www.mpumc.org/
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SERVING OTHERS… 

RELINK YOUR VIC CARD You can relink your Harris Teeter VIC card to support 

Sedgefield Elementary (2242) and The Children’s Circle church preschool (3422) to support 

these two ministries each time you buy groceries. 

LEARN ABOUT MEXICO Faith Ministries’ David Rodriguez will share his passion for 

ministering along the U.S.-Mexican border at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 29, in Jubilee Hall. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


