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Good Friday 

 

 Prelude  

Aria, Op. 51 Flor Peeters 

“Theme” from Schindler’s List John Williams 

 

 Introit  

Forsaken Dan Forrest 

“How long, O God, will you neglect my prayer?   

Will you forget these tears of dark despair? 

Yet not my will, but yours alone be done:    

Forsake not man, but me your sinless Son. 

I, Christ the Son, obey your great command, 

enduring punishment for sinful man. 

As Son and silent Lamb, I choose this path:   

accept rejection to appease your wrath. 

 

O why, my God, have you forsaken me?   

Why have you now refused my final plea? 

Though I cry out in sorrow, pain, and fear,  

You turn your back in silence, in silence disappear. 



I, Christ the Son, bear all their sin alone,  

embracing judgment from your glorious throne. 

As Son and spotless Lamb, I shed my blood 

to bring them boldly to your face, my God.” 

 
Opening Prayer  

Most gracious God, look with mercy upon your family gathered here, for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was betrayed, given into sinful hands, and suffered death upon 

the cross; strengthen our faith and forgive our betrayals as we enter the way of his 

passion: through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

 Hymn No. 298  

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  HAMBURG 

 

 Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:14-53:12 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Homily  

 

Anthem  

Agnus Dei Georges Bizet 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 

 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 

 

 

The Passion of Our Lord 
 

 Lesson I Matthew 26:36-46 

Jesus’ disciples fall asleep in the Garden of Gethsemane 

 

 Response, Hymn No. 290 (stanza 1)  

Go to Dark Gethsemane  REDHEAD 76 

Go to dark Gethsemane, ye that feel the tempter’s power; 

your Redeemer’s conflict see, watch with him one bitter hour. 

Turn not from his griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 

___________________________________________ 

 

 Lesson II Matthew 26:47-56 

Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss 

 



 Response, Hymn No. 290 (stanza 2)  

Go to Dark Gethsemane  REDHEAD 76 

See him at the judgment hall, beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned; 

O the wormwood and the gall! O the pangs his soul sustained! 

Shunned not suffering, shame, or loss;  

learn of Christ to bear the cross. 

___________________________________________ 

 

 Lesson III Matthew 26:57-68 

Jesus before the Sanhedrin 

 

 Anthem  

Beneath the Cross of Jesus  arr. Al Travis 

(The congregation is invited to sing on the first and last stanza.) 

 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand; 

The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 

A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day. 

 

Upon the cross of Jesus, mine eye at times can see 

The very dying form of one who suffered there for me. 

And from my smitten heart, with tears, two wonders I confess: 

The wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness. 

 

I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 

Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 

My sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross! 

___________________________________________ 

 

 Lesson IV Matthew 26:69-75 

Peter’s denial 

 

 Response, Hymn No. 289 (stanzas 1-2)  

Ah, Holy Jesus  HERZLIEBSTER JESU 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, 

That we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted! 

 

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 

Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee! 

‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee. 
___________________________________________ 



 

 Lesson V Matthew 27:15-26 

Jesus before Pilate 

 

 Anthem  

Were You There? arr. Raymond H. Haan 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble. 

Were you there when he bowed his head and died? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when he rose up from the tomb? 

___________________________________________ 

 

 Lesson VI Matthew 27:27-44 

The soldiers mock Jesus 

 

 Hymn No. 286 (stanza 1)  

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
 

PASSION CHORALE 

O sacred Head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown: 

how pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn! 

How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn! 

___________________________________________ 

 

 Lesson VII Matthew 27:45-50 

The death of Jesus 

 

 Anthem  

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded arr. John Ferguson 

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down; 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown. 

O sacred head, what glory?  I joy to call thee mine. 

 

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Savior!  ‘Tis I deserve thy place; 

Look on me with thy favor, vouchsafe to me thy grace. 

 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, 

For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never outlive my love to thee. 



___________________________________________ 

 

 Extinguishing the Christ Candle  

 (Silence will be observed while the bell tolls  

33 times to signify each year of Jesus’ life.) 

 

 Lesson VIII Matthew 27:51-54 

Surely, He was the Son of God 

 

     The Strepitus  

 

 Depart in Silence  
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Stand as you are able 
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Good Friday services are marked by the solemn reading of the narrative of the Passion of Christ 

from the Gospel of Matthew. As each passage is read, a candle is extinguished as we follow the 

story toward the death of our Lord. The "strepitus" is an old tradition in which a harsh sound 

symbolizes the closing of the tomb after Jesus was buried. The service ends in silence. You are 

welcome to pray or reflect as long as you like, and leave when you feel ready.  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:00 a.m. – Sunrise Service 

8:30 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 

8:45 a.m. – Church in the Round – Jubilee Hall 

9:45 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 

9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 
 

 

 
 

 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


