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“You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your 
strength. The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no other 
commandment greater 
than these.”

– Mark 12: 30-31

messaGe from the senior pastor

our beginning-the-year series, You Shall Love, 
was great fun and quite meaningful. We archive 
things you might have missed on the church 
website, www.mpumc.org: sermons, the 
program that Jimmy, ellen and i did, e-mails 
and more. of course, it would all be for naught 
if we didn’t grow in our love for God and for 
each other. i’m hearing more “love language” 
around the building, and i know it’s really helped me to think about 
loving God, and my love for you, my church family.

Dr. James C. Howell 
Senior Pastor

Dr. James C. Howell. Photo by Grace Howell.

quotes on Love

“how do we love? how 
do you love anybody? 
You take some time 
with them, pay attention 
to them. You look for 
the beauty in them. 
You’re grateful for the 
time you have with 
them. Then you just 
gather yourself and one 
day you say, ‘i love you; 
so grateful for you.’ ”

– Excerpt from 
Dr. Howell’s sermon 

launching the 2015 
initiative, You Shall Love
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This has been a season of love at Myers Park United Methodist Church, putting words

and even song to the yearning that forms the foundation of faith. The foundation of life, really. 

Wasn’t it Lennon and McCartney who preached the only sermon this world will ever need?

aLL You neeD is Love.

Story by Ken Garfield

Love is...

WHAT DOES LOVE LOOK LIKE?

We asked several church folks to answer this 
most meaningful of questions. Read their replies 
here and on the pages to follow…

“Warm. Embracing. Forgiving.” At this point, 
she turns to daughter Lola, age 10, and asks, 
“Do you think of Jesus when you think about 
love?” Lola nods yes.

— Ashleigh White

ASHLEIGH

from small groups to large church 
gatherings to worship that filled the 
sanctuary to lone prayers offered in the 
dead of night, the congregation explored 
the many dimensions of love. The focus 
of the You Shall Love initiative wasn’t 
just on how to find love. it was on how 
to share it with God and neighbor, and 
recognize it in all its forms…

•  “Prayer is love,” Dr. Howell told 
a Jubilee hall gathering, quoting the 
author madeleine L’engle, “and love 
is never wasted.” Dr. howell went on: 
prayer is talking to God, listening to 
God, saying yes to God. he offered the 
title of author anne Lamott’s quirky 
little devotional in giving voice to life’s 
three essential prayers:

Help. Thanks. Wow.

•  Worship is love, Rev. Ellen Robi-
son told the same Jubilee hall audience. 
The minister of Worship and the arts 
likened it to a rendezvous between God 
and God’s people, offering the chance to 
worship God with grief, joy, righteous 
anger and empathy. her earliest church 
memories date back to when she was four, 
and her father helped lead the service at 

their small united methodist church in 
richmond, ind. she sensed the love in 
worship, and never wanted to leave the 
place where she found it, for as she put it:

“Worship is a holy dialogue with none 
other than the living God.”

•  Music is love, Director of Music 
Jimmy Jones shared at the close of the 
program. his first birthday, first church 
service, the death of his grandmother, 
most every pivotal moment in childhood 
came with a song, he said. how could it 
not shape him? “i wanted to be able to 
affect people’s lives with this emotional 
tool we’ve been given.”

We pray through song, he said. We 
Rev. Ellen Robison helped open the 
program on prayer, worship and 
music with an instrumental version 
of How Beautiful.Continued on next page



Dimensions Of Love ... 
Continued from previous page

praise through song. When he hears a 
baby cry, to his ears it is a new singer 
warming up, preparing to bring love to 
life in the high notes and the low.

There was only one way for this 
gathering to close. With ellen robison 
accompanying him on the piano, Jimmy 
Jones sang the hymn his mother sang to 
him a lifetime ago:

Jesus Loves Me.

a week later, author/pastor peter sca-
zzero flew in from snowy new York to 

remind us that to know and love God, we 
first must know ourselves. “Jesus may be 
in your heart,” he told the second of two 
Jubilee hall gatherings, “but Grandpa is 

in your bones.”
The brains and 

heart behind the 
Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality initiative, 
scazzero combined 
a pastor’s presence 
with new York 

shtick to drive home his point: The sins 
and quirks of our father and other kin 
are passed on to us one way or another. if 
there is depression, drinking or overwork 
in your past, it will likely show itself in 

SCAZZERO

your life and home. and it may well lurk 
below the surface, for we are icebergs, he 
said, keeping the big stuff out of sight.

scazzero had 150 people putting 
pen to paper, doing genograms, draw-
ing squiggly lines denoting conflicts 
and cutoffs in our families, getting us to 
understand this powerful point: Becom-
ing Christian means being birthed into a 
new family. But first you have to under-
stand your old family. “This is very holy 
work,” he said. “This is your life.”

Then, in this season devoted to love 
(and hope), scazzero shared the most 
loving point of all: When you offer your 
pain and brokenness to God…

“So much beauty and wonder come out.”  

Director of Music Jimmy Jones played the piano, and later closed the program in Jubilee Hall by singing the hymn his 
mother sang to him as a child: Jesus Loves Me. Photos by Melissa McGill.



In The Emotionally Healthy Church Workbook, author/pastor Peter Scazzero 

offers this “Spotting the Cracks” list to alert people to warning signs that 

might be keeping them from a life of love and fulfillment:

•  Serving others is a chore, a duty, a 
burden, instead of a joy.

•  Neglecting my inner life with God.

•  Seeing people as obstacles rather 
than gifts.

•  Feeling overextended and 
overworked.

•  Constantly serving, doing, and giving, 
with very little receiving, enjoying, and 
relaxing.

•  Feeling guilty about taking time off for 
healthy self-care.

•  Living spiritually dry and empty.

•  Putting out fire after never-ending fire 
– a crisis-to-crisis lifestyle.

Where are Your Cracks?

The voice of Love
Zuri wants to be a vessel to carry 

people’s grief away.
Zuri and her husband moved to Char-

lotte 1½ years ago from her native nebras-
ka, where she used to sing on family road 
trips across the midwest. now she sings 
in the Chancel Choir while working to 
build a career around her voice. in recent 
months at myers park united methodist, 
Zuri (her full legal name) has been a voice 

of love heard over the 
spilling of tears. she 
sang at the service 
of hope and Con-
solation, her offer-
ing of Be Not Afraid 
and Still, My Soul 
Be Still comforting 

those struggling with a loss at Christmas. 
she also sang How Great Thou Art at ed 

fuller’s funeral, evoking wisftul smiles with 
those familiar words, Then sings my soul, 
My Saviour God, to Thee…

Then sings her soul indeed, for with 
each plaintive note, Zuri hopes the pain 
bottled up in heavy hearts can be released. 
This, she says, is her calling. “services of 
loss are very dear to my heart. You really 
are love. You really are one with the all.”

– Ken Garfield

ZURI

•  Lacking the space and time to fulfill 
commitments and promises.

•  Living with a spouse who is lonely or 
depressed.

•  Experiencing an inability to leave work 
unfinished.

•  Denying my problems in front of others.

•  Becoming defensive when others 
criticize or make suggestions to me.

•  Pretending not to be resentful, 
depressed, or angry with someone.

•  Feeling isolated from people and 
disappointed.

•  Being unable to let people honestly 
know what is going on inside me.



The adults plus! ministry for adults 55 and older cel-
ebrates three decades of fellowship and spiritual growth 
this may – the perfect opportunity to catch up with a 
few founding members to see how this special group is 
withstanding the tests of time.

adults plus! began in 1985 under the leadership 
of then-minister of education ron hall and several 
older adults in the church, including retired broadcaster 
Lee morris and his wife, anne. “The thought came up 
that we ought to have some sort of a program for older 
adults who have transferred into retirement, have some 
free time and still want to be active,” Lee recalls.

rev. melvin mcintosh and his wife, anita, came to 
myers park united methodist in 1982, where melvin 
served as an associate minister until he retired in 1999. 
over the years, melvin served as adults plus! vice 
president in charge of programs and as president twice. 
anita has served as archivist, sharing treasure troves of 
old photos for this story.

During Lee’s tenure as one of the first presidents of 
adults plus!, “We had great turnouts, we had the mayor 
of Charlotte, the director of aviation activities and the 
fire chief speak, numerous leaders in the community.” 
Lee opened each meeting with a funny story. a favor-
ite was the one about a fictitious new senior citizens 
airline. “senior citizens are getting tired of all the added 
expenses when we fly. so a bunch of us came together 
to create our own airline, senior Citizens airways. The 
slogan is ‘You’ve seen us drive, now watch us fly!’”

30 Yearsfaith, 
frienDship 

anD more
(anD CountinG)

aDuLts pLus! CeLeBrates
Adults Plus! will celebrate its 30th anniversary at 

10:30 a.m. Wednesday, May 27, in Jubilee Hall, with lunch, 
special music and guests, scrapbooks, early Adults Plus! 
newsletters, a video, slide show and more. To learn more 
about the ministry, reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-
295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

Story by Melissa McGill
Photos courtesy of Anita McIntosh

fellowship is at the heart of adults plus!, building 
bonds that last a lifetime. “i think the key to the growth 
of this ministry is that even though myers park united 
methodist is a big church,” Lee says, “we’ve been able 
to come together with small group activities based on 
special interests. i think that’s the secret of our success.”

over three decades, the group’s members have cel-
ebrated life’s joys, shared each other’s losses and every-
thing in between. “We always enjoy having adults plus! 
at our house at Lake norman each year in June for the 
annual picnic (fried chicken and all the fixings), with 
the food supplied by the church kitchen,” melvin says. 
“When we began this event in 2000, it was held on the 
actual date of our wedding anniversary, and the group 
surprised us with an anniversary cake. every year since 
then, they have brought a cake for us whether the picnic 
occurred on the actual date of our anniversary, or not.”

says Lee: “i hope adults plus! always remains a vital part 
of this church. i don’t want to lose the spirit that we founded 
there. That spirit and key programs. That’s the secret. if you 
do those two things, i think it’ll go on and on.”  



snapshots
from 30 Years
of feLLoWship, Love anD 
LauGhs at aDuLts pLus!



WHAT DOES
LOVE LOOK LIKE?

LEWIS

“Peace. Relationship 
with others. And caring. 
And understanding. When 
you come upon a stranger, 
you have a dialogue. That’s 
love.”

— Lewis Withers

Life and Jubilee plus!, as church member De Cordell observes, are 
all about relationships. De and his family have given their heart and 
soul and free time to elizabeth house, welcoming to the home on 
hawthorne place families moving toward a more stable life. volunteer-

ing at elizabeth house, he says, has given him the 
chance to build relationships with guests, staffers 
at Charlotte family housing, and other volun-
teers from myers park united methodist Church. 
it has opened his eyes to the challenges that face 
too many of our neighbors, and the fulfillment he 
derives in doing his part to ease another’s burden. 
The Cordells’ oldest son, Witt, a sophomore at 
myers park high, chose to do a yearlong school 

project on homelessness in Charlotte, so it looks like another Cordell 
is ready to forge his own relationships. That, in the end, is what Jubilee 
plus! and giving comes down to: making a connection with someone 
else trying to find their way along life’s twists and turns. making their 
journey easier. making yours infinitely more meaningful.  

Life anD reLationships

Jubilee
plus!

Ken Garfield

AN ESSAY

WHAT DOES
LOVE LOOK LIKE?

DABNEY

“For me, it’s in the eyes 
of my grandchildren. They 
love you unconditionally.”

— Dabney Vigor

aBout JuBiLee pLus!
Charlotte Family Housing (www.charlottefamilyhousing.org) is one 

of many ministries in Charlotte and far beyond that have benefited 
from Jubilee Plus! Created to support local and world outreach and 
scholarships, all outside the annual church operating budget, Jubilee 
Plus! has inspired more than $3.2 million in giving since 2006. Gifts are 
welcome all year round, whenever people are moved to meet a need in 
this need-filled world.  Visit www.mpumc.org.



TOP PHOTO
From left, Dolly Dudley, 
Rev. Michelle Shrader 
and De Cordell accepted 
the Impact Award on 
behalf of the church 
for its commitment 
to Charlotte Family 
Housing. 

PHOTO AT LEFT
The Yellow Brick Road 
Walk raises money and 
awareness for the cause 
of helping families move 
from homelessness to 
stability. Photos courtesy 
of Charlotte Family 
Housing.



Story by Tovi Martin
Crisis Assistance Ministry photos

in Line
a morninG

it’s 22 degrees as i round the corner 
into the Crisis assistance ministry 
parking lot north of uptown Char-
lotte and see at least 40 people already 
lined up. By the time the doors open at 

7:45 a.m., the line 
has doubled. i see 
quite a few moth-
ers with toddlers, a 
middle-aged man 
in a veteran’s ball 
cap, and at least one 
older lady clinging 

to her walker. a church group is passing 
out coffee and biscuits. more than one 
person comments on how glad they are 
to get something to eat.

everyone files in, listening carefully 
to the directions over the intercom.  
There’s a lot of information to take in, 
and everyone wants to be sure they get 
their turn. one by one, people turn in 

In 2014, Crisis Assistance Ministry helped 63,207 people. To learn more about 
how you can help, visit www.crisisassistance.org/getinvolved.

TOVI

in this issue exploring love in many forms, Intersection asked tovi martin to take us to the 

lobby of Crisis assistance ministry on a typical morning. she is Communications manager 

at Crisis assistance, in the shadows of the skyscrapers a place of hope for the poor.



come hoping for a miracle – a rent pay-
ment, a tank of heating oil, help keeping 
the lights on and the gas flowing. 

The extraordinary truth of this des-
perate scenario is that each day, generous 
individuals, places of worship, businesses 
and organizations reach into this lobby 
and say “Let us help.” Those gestures do 
more than pay a bill or provide a bed. 
They offer the hope of recovery, of dig-
nity, of future stability to families with 
nowhere else to turn. They express love 
in its most tangible form.  

WHAT DOES LOVE LOOK LIKE?

“Hmmmm. Happiness. No one’s mad at 
each other.”

— McRae Peterson, age 10

McRAE

aBout Crisis 
assistanCe ministrY

On a typical day, more than 200 fami-
lies seek help at Crisis Assistance Ministry. 
Founded by local churches (including 
Myers Park United Methodist) in 1974, 
the independent nonprofit serves as 
Mecklenburg’s lead agency in providing 
emergency assistance. In 2014, 63,207 
individuals sought help with life’s neces-
sities. How can people help? By donating 
their time, expertise, money, clothing, fur-
niture, appliances and household goods.

Visit www.crisisassistance.org/ 
getinvolved to learn more.

papers and collect others. Bills and proof 
of income are traded for an application 
for assistance. a quiet sets in as everyone 
sits down to fill in the blanks and wait to 
return to the window.

as i scan the room, i see people with 
little in common. There are single people 
and families; older and younger; white, 
black and Latino. i doubt they would 
spend time together outside of this 
lobby. The common denominator on this 
friday morning is simply need. They are 
hard-working people who tell me stories 
of taking one last shower wondering 
when they’ll have hot water again, of 
trying to figure out how to keep their 
children clothed and ready for school, of 
working two jobs to make ends meet.

every face registers an anxious inten-
sity. i listen as a middle-aged woman ex-
plains that her power will be cut off today 
and “i don’t know how all this works but 
i can’t make it all weekend without it.”  
she is one of 90 or so this morning who 

Each morning, our neighbors line up outside Crisis Assistance Ministry, then wait inside, hoping for help.
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•  Live with the hope of the resurrection in your 
heart, letting it shape your decisions, letting it 
define your very existence so that each day 
dawns with hew possibilities?

•  Help others discover that same hope – the 
poor, the hungry, the lonely, the bereaved?

•  Put your time and money where your heart 
is and live out your Easter faith tangibly and 
lovingly?

•  Spend your springtime days outside (and thus 
NOT in the office), planting a garden, coaching 
your child’s team, taking a long walk, clearing 
your mind?

•  Sing Christ the Lord Is Risen Today like you 
mean it?

•  Take a few moments after worship to appreci-
ate that cherished Easter Sunday tradition at 
Myers Park United Methodist, children climb-
ing the ladder to fill the cross with flowers?

•  Come to church the Sunday after Easter, 
drawing strength from the community of faith? 
We’re here 52 Sundays a year, you know.

•  Live life anew?

– Ken Garfield

This easter, Will You...
questions for a season:

Intersection is happy to share another of Wes Bobbitt’s favorite 
photos, this one capturing the beloved Easter morning tradition of 
flowers on the cross at Myers Park United Methodist Church. A long-
time church member, Wes is struggling with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease). Sharing a few of the stories he’s told through his gift of photog-
raphy is our way of saying, “Thank you.”

“Therefore we have been buried with

him by baptism into death, so that,

just as Christ was raised from the dead

by the glory of the Father, so we too

might walk in newness of life.”
— ROMaNS 6 :4


