
The times we live in have moved Myers Park 
United Methodist to make changes to insure 
the safety of  all who come on to the campus:

In addition to two police officers who • 
direct traffic and help worshipers cross 
the street on Sunday morning, another 
uniformed officer will be present in the 
building Sundays – focused on security 
and safety. All who gather on Sunday 
morning are encouraged to seek out 
an officer, church staffer or usher if  
something raises suspicion. You can also 
call 911. The same goes for visitors to 
church the six other days of  the week: 
See something that doesn’t look right? 
Act on your concern.

Weekdays, use the main entrance to the • 
Parish Life Building (under the portico). 
Except in busy times (as when preschool 
parents are dropping off  or picking 
up children), other church doors will 
generally remain locked. That will allow 
the church to have a better idea who 
is coming in and out. After 5:00 p.m. 
weekdays, use the main portico door. 
A camera system planned for the two 
entrances to the Parish Life Building 

from the parking lot will allow people to 
be buzzed in during office hours.

The exterior breezeway door into the • 
church (between the preschool and 
Children’s Ministries offices) typically 
remain locked. Interior doors near 
the preschool are also locked when 
preschool is in session.

Alarms have been installed on the gate • 
at the playground along the Providence 
Road side of  the church.

The main entrance to the Youth Building • 
will remain locked during the week. 
Visitors can use the buzzer to call 
someone to the door.

Long before the Charleston tragedy and 
other shootings  heightened awareness, the 
church was looking at enhancing safety 
and security measures. Police officials 
recently visited the campus and shared 
ideas. These changes were approved by 
the church Board of  Trustees. Those with 
questions or suggestions can reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

BUILDING A HOME FOR HABITAT; 
SUPPORTING MITCHELL’S FUND

The congregation is invited to help build a Habitat for • 
Humanity home starting in September. The build kicks 
off  at Blitz Week September 12-19 (no work Septem-
ber 13), and work days continue September 25-26 and 
October 3, 10, 16 and 17. Volunteers of  all skill levels 
are welcome to work, provide snacks and meals and 
more. The five-bedroom house on Sam Drenan Road 
in the Grier Heights community near the church will be 
the home of  Bonaventure Kamwanga, a native of  the 
Congo, and his wife and their six children. He’s a sales 
associate at Walmart. To help, e-mail Becky Abernethy at 
becky@mpumc.org.

Allyson Ware has stepped down as Director of  Youth • 
and Children’s Music after 16 years. A committee is 
working to locating the next leader for that ministry. In 

the meantime, those with questions can reach staffer 
Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org. 
Natalie Secrest, Jenni Hough and others will lead the 
children’s Performing Arts Camp August 10-14.

Church members Meg McElwain and her husband, • 
Frank Turner, will host a Prescription of  Hope luncheon 
at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, September 30, at Charlotte 
Convention Center. The event benefits the Mitchell Bays 
Turner Pediatric Fund, which honors their son, Mitchell, 
who died from leukemia in 2014 at age two. The fund 
help families dealing with a pediatric diagnosis. Past 
grants have gone for medical, travel and funeral expens-
es and more. The luncheon is free. Guests will be asked 
to consider a donation. Visit www.mitchellsfund.org.

The Administrative Board heard two reports on church 
property and facilities at its dinner meeting:

Church member Chan Martin, head of  a Building Fea-• 
sibility Committee, said the group is in the early stages 
of  studying long-term church needs in terms of  build-
ings and parking on the 5½-acre campus. Anything that 
might be done would require rezoning, he noted.

Executive Director Saribeth Dozier shared that a • 
$165,000 project to refurbish the Sanctuary lighting 
starts this month. Director of  Multi-Media Jim Deal 
explains: “The purpose of  the project is to provide a 
safer and brighter lighting system for the Sanctuary, 
with full dimming control. The existing chandeliers will 
be retrofitted with LED elements. New LED lights will 
evenly brighten the chancel area. The end result will be 

a brighter and more evenly lit space for worship, while 
maintaining the aesthetics of  the Sanctuary. This will 
also improve the quality of  our online video, which we 
livestream (www.livestream.com/mpumc) and share on 
YouTube (www.youtube.com/myersparkmethodist). 
Using all LED light sources, the operating cost for the 
building will be reduced. The work is to begin August 
10 and be done by August 28. The Sanctuary will remain 
open for worship.”

Also: The Administrative Board, whose meetings are • 
open to the congregation, learned that the church’s Wes-
ley Foundation awarded $165,000 for 21 local and world 
missions grants. Look for details in a future Cornerstone. 
The next Administrative Board dinner meeting is Thurs-
day, October 29.

Continued Inside...

Dr. Melanie Dobson introduces a new 
way of  thinking – and a new name – 
for the ministry that offers Christians of  
all ages a pathway to learn how to grow 
in their faith.

At Myers Park United Methodist 
Church, learning takes us on 
a lifelong path. Our Wesleyan 
heritage affirms a journey of  
sanctification, of  being made 
holy, that requires an ongoing 
dedication to growing. As we 
study, pray, read and talk, we 
develop habits that shape us into 
more loving, Christ-like people. 
Faith Formation offers a path for 
continued learning. It sees each 
program as connected to others, 
all part of  the same goal, from 
childhood to adulthood. The path, depicted 
in the new tree logo shared here, offers many 
possibilities for starting on any branch and 

“climbing” in any direction. Here’s some of  
what you can find on the pathway toward 
Christian learning and growth:

Christ Episcopal, Myers 
Park Baptist, Myers Park 
Presbyterian and Myers 
Park United Methodist 
churches united to 
raise about $20,000 to 
help Briar Creek Road 
Baptist recover from an 
arson fire. The largely 
African-American 
church in east Charlotte 
suffered more than 
$250,000 damage in the 
blaze. Contributions will 
go toward the church’s 
summer camp for 
children and youth, and 
restoring the building 
destroyed in the fire.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

BUILDING FEASIBILITY, SANCTUARY LIGHTING In These Troubled Times:
NEW SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE

Christian Education Redefined
CELEBRATING FAITH FORMATION
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The church’s ninth Freedom School ended July 29. This 
summer at Sedgefield Elementary, 75 scholars partici-
pated in six weeks of  Freedom School. That’s 30 days of  
enrichment, literature, character-building and fun led by 
nine classroom teacher/interns, five staff  employees 
and more than 125 volunteers who filled 375-plus oppor-
tunities to serve. Church member Ellen Underwood led 
the Leadership Lay Team. Grey Brownlow and Sterling 
Savage led the Drop Everything And Read program.

FREEDOM SCHOOL

Dr. Howell’s E-Communications 
Our Senior Pastor offers an inspirational blog/e-mail, along 
with regular text messages, to any subscribers. His writing 
serves to encourage readers in the Christian life. To sign up, 
e-mail peg@mpumc.org.

Discover Myers Park 
This hour-long, two-session class introduces participants, 
including prospective new members, to the church. It’s led by 
Rev. Parker Haynes and provides an overview of  life at Myers 
Park United Methodist Church. Next class: At 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday, August 16 and 23, in Francis Chapel. To learn 
more, reach Parker at parker@mpumc.org.

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality 
This seven-week, 1½-hour class held each autumn explores 
emotional and spiritual health. I will facilitate the class, which 
places participants in small groups. Next class: From 4:00 
to 5:30 p.m. Sundays from October 4 to November 15 in 
Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building. Sign up at www.
mpumc.org/smallgroups. 

Foundation 
This new, six-week, 1½-hour class held each winter tells the 
theological story of  who we are. It offer teaching in Scripture, 
theology, church history, Methodism and ethics. Different 
clergy teach each week’s session. Participants sit in small 
groups. Next class: From 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Sundays from 
January 10 to February 14 (no class February 7) in Room 
108 of  the Parish Life Building. Sign up at www.mpumc.
org/smallgroups.

Sunday School 
Adult Sunday School comprises a significant part of  faith 
formation. A wide variety of  classes offer different styles of  
learning for each age group. Most classes meet at 9:45 a.m. on 
Sunday. Classes are listed at www.mpumc.org.

Disciple Bible Study 
Disciple Bible Study offers small group-based Bible study, and 
fellowship inspired by the study and dialogue. Classes meet at 
different times during the week, each led by a facilitator. Next 
classes: Registration for classes starting September 8 is at 
www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

Companions In Christ 
Companions offer long- and short-term spiritual formation 
small groups. The groups meet at different times throughout 
the week, each with a facilitator. Next classes: Registration 
starts later this month at www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

CELEBRATING FAITH FORMATION...

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.org, 
Ministry in the Spotlight celebrate the partnership between Myers Park 
United Methodist and a cause worth embracing. Support is welcome all 
year round, including financially through the Jubilee Plus! fund for local 
and world outreach and scholarships.

By Ken Garfield

Myers Park United Methodist is helping the Salvation Army’s 
emergency center for women and children live up to its name.

Center of  Hope.

With the help of  the church and others, the Center on Spratt 
Street north of  uptown offers the most vulnerable among us a 
place to come in from the cold. A $1.4 million communitywide 
campaign resulted in the opening of  The Loft – expanded 
dorm space allowing the Center to shelter 340 each night. For 
too long, the 276-bed capacity forced many to sleep on the 
floor. In 2014, the Center cared for 3,112 women and children.

This church does its part on several fronts to offer hope:

More than $73,000 has been donated for various uses, • 
including $12,432 for the dorm expansion that came from 
the church’s Wesley Foundation.

Volunteers serve two meals • 
at month at the Center of  Hope, 
sharing food and fellowship to 
more than 300 guests each time.

A summer drive collected • 
diapers, blankets, clothing and 
other items for babies.

Minister of  Missions Nathan 
Arledge says the Center of  Hope 
welcomes help in other ways, 
including computer tutoring, 

classroom assistance and working with women to find housing 
and jobs. To get involved, reach Nathan at 704-295-4816 or 
nathan@mpumc.org.

With each dollar and diaper given, the church embraces those 
who seek hope in this often hope-deprived world. Women 
like LaShaye Worsley, 25, who lost her job and home, couldn’t 
afford a weekly rate motel and turned to the Center of  Hope 
with her three young children. “I’m lucky to be in here and 
I know it,” she said. “The idea of  my children being on the 
streets was more than I could take.”

It’s more than good Christians everywhere can take.

Church member Ashley Blevins shares her experience with Freedom 
School’s “Drop Everything And Read” program this summer. She’s a 
retired teacher and volunteer in the year-round “For the Love of  Read-
ing” program at Sedgefield Elementary School. Go to www.mpumc.org 
to watch a video celebrating the Freedom School summer.

It’s easy to associate summer reading programs with a fa-
vorite vacation pastime – the up and down of  riding a roller 
coaster. Freedom School can boost children’s reading skills in 
June and July and help them overcome the common occur-
rence of  losing their reading fluency when school is out.

The first-grader I worked with this summer spoke very little 
English. But she had no trouble expressing her desire to be 
involved with the photos and text in the books. Since her 
English was so limited, we reviewed the same books each 
week. Repeated exposure to such high-frequency words as 
“the, a, is, on, can, in and it” helped them become part of  
her basic reading vocabulary. She smiled with delight when 
she performed such tasks as forming written letters, reading 
from left to right and reading a simple text. Since learning a 
second language is tiring, if  she got fidgety at the end of  the 
hour, we’d choose a book we had already read that day and 
set the text to improvised music. Her creative, peppy, musical 
side loved to follow my rendition of  “This is a yellow flower” 
to a lullaby, rock ‘n roll or, my favorite, a country melody. We 
sang with a joy for reading and a bit of  silliness in our hearts. 
All I can say is, “Loretta Lynn, move on over ‘cause Freedom 
School is on a roll.”

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Margaret Keck Harrison, wife of  Bob Harrison, who died on 
July 17, 2015.

Babies
Ryan Patrick Connell and Dylan Tyler Connell, son and daughter 
of  Ann-Tyler and Matt Connell and brother and sister 
of  Mackenzie Connell, born on July 2, 2015. Charlotte 

“Charlie” Guiton Federal, daughter of  Tiz and Alex Federal,  
granddaughter of  Charlotte Cornick and niece of  Ellie 
Cornick, born on July 15, 2015. 

Weddings
Margaret Brinkley Sigmon and John Lester Ellis, married July 25, 
2015, at church. Lauren Elizabeth Wilson and Malcolm Hayes 
Faulkenberry, married August 1, 2015, in Blowing Rock.

Ashley Blevins reading at Sedgefield Elementary School during Freedom 
School this summer. Photo by Melissa McGill

Summer Program Ends
‘FREEDOM SCHOOL IS ON A ROLL’

Ministry In The Spotlight:
CENTER OF HOPE LIVES UP TO ITS NAME

What’s in a name?
Once known as “Christian Education” or “Discipleship,” 
Faith Formation is the new name for the ministry at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church that helps people 
grow in and live out their faith. The name change indi-
cates that Faith Formation is about more than inputting 
intellectual knowledge. It seeks to shape people to follow 
Christ in mind, body and spirit. It does this by teaching 
in age-specific ministries, including Children’s Minis-
tries, Youth Ministries, Young Adults and Adult. Learn 
about those programs at www.mpumc.org. With this 
fresh focus on Faith Formation comes a new emphasis 
on collaboration among ministries. To learn more about 
Faith Formation, reach Dr. Dobson at 704-295-4840 or 
melanie@mpumc.org. And look for the new tree logo.

Back to School
Is it that time already?

A • Blessing of  the Backpacks is set for the Sunday 
School hour at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, August 23, in Ju-
bilee Hall. Elementary-age children can bring their 
backpacks to church.
On Monday morning, August 24, teachers in The • 
Children’s Circle  preschool will gather for a Blessing 
of  the Hands service as they  dedicate themselves to 
sharing God’s love.
High school youth will hold a • Back To School Bash 
at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, August 29, at Foxcroft East 
Racquet and Swim Club, 7701 Fairview Road, with 
games, food and more.
 A back-to-school service at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, • 
August 30, in the Sanctuary will offer prayers for 
students, teachers and others.
At 6:00 p.m. Sunday, August 30, middle schoolers • 
will hold their Back To School Bash at the church with 
games, food and more.
Donations of  new back-school items for Sedge-• 
field Elementary are welcome through August 23 
in the Parish Life lobby: Sharpened No. 2 pencils, 
reams of  copy paper, containers of  Clorox wipes, 
one-subject spiral notebooks, and uniforms – navy 
blue or white-collar tops, boys and girls sizes S, M, 
L, XL, and navy blue or khaki pants/skirts, girls 14 
and 16, juniors 6-10 and boys 7-10 and 18-20. The 
church is not collecting backpacks or book bags.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

August 5, 2015
• YOGA Three yoga opportunities at the church: Dr. Melanie 

Dobson will lead the last gathering of  her yoga class at 
9:45 a.m. Wednesday, August 12, in the Parish Life Building 
basement. It’s open to all. No registration is needed. Yoga 
Bob will lead an eight-week Gentle Yoga class Mondays from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. starting September 14 in Room 031 of  the 
Snyder Building. Cost is $80. Bring a mat and large towel 
or blanket. Two free classes will be from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, August 17 and 24, in Room 031. Reach him at 
yogabob@me.com. Isabel Shankle will lead Mindfulness And 
Yoga Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. starting September 10 in Room 
109 of  the Parish Life Building. A free introductory class 
will be at 8:00 a.m. Thursday, August 20. Bring a mat and 
towel. Each class is $10. Reach Isabel at 704-367-0340 or 
isabelskovgaard@yahoo.com.  

• SERIES EXPLORES AGING Rev. Bill Roth will lead a 
10-week pilot course, The Heart of  Aging With Wisdom And 
Vitality, at 10:00 a.m. Thursdays starting September 10 
in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building. The series will 
focus on becoming more spiritually, mentally and physically 
vital; navigating through life with purpose, awareness and 
celebration, and other issues related to aging. There will be 
plenty of  time for dialogue. The class is free, and limited 
to the fi rst 12 to sign up. Reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-
4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• GRIEF SUPPORT WORKSHOPS Are you struggling 
with grief  after the loss of  a loved one? Rev. Bill Roth and 
Parish Nurse Susan Mobley will lead four workshops to 
support those in grief: From 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Monday, 
September 14, 21 and 28 and October 5 in Room 110 of  
the Parish Life Building. The goal is to help the grieving 
face the reality associated with their loss, adjust to the “new 
normal,” and move forward in a new way. To sign up, reach 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• CHILDREN’S MUSICAL Children participating in the 
church Performing Arts Camp will put on a free musical, 
Time Of  Your Life, at 6:30 p.m. Friday, August 14, in Jubilee 
Hall. The show will feature music from the 1940s to the 
1990s – with lyrics changed to present a Christian message.

• FLU, PNEUMONIA SHOTS Flu and pneumonia shots will 
be given from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. Monday, October 19, and 1:00 
to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 20, in Room 108 of  the Parish 
Life Building. There are no reservations, walk-ins are welcome. 
Cost and other details: Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

• OPERA PERFORMANCES The Opera Academy, which 
has been meeting at church, will perform Dido and Aeneas 
at 7:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday, August 7 and 8, in Jubilee 
Hall. Students will perform in the chorus. Lead roles will 
be performed by local artists affi liated with Opera Carolina. 
Tickets are $15 at the door. Details: 704-332-7177 (ext. 200).

• MARRIAGE MATTERS WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth 
will lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, August 22, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. 
The workshop meets the premarital counseling requirements 
for those marrying at the church, and is also open to those 
wanting to learn the latest research on what makes a marriage 
work. Participants will explore Dr. John Gottman’s book, Seven 
Principles For Making Marriage Work. To learn about the cost, 
other details and register by August 20, reach Carmen Rivera at 
704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• EXPLORE RESEGREGATION Caldwell Presbyterian 
Church at 1609 E. Fifth St. in Charlotte will host a panel 
discussion on student assignment and resegregation in 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools at 5:00 p.m. Monday, August 
24. The program is called Does Isolation Matter? Choosing A 
Covenant Community. Details: 704-334-0825.

• PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL Dr. Howell and Rabbi Murray 
Ezring of  Temple Israel in Charlotte will lead an interfaith 
pilgrimage to Israel November 1-12. The pilgrimage will visit 
sites throughout Israel that are important to both Jewish and 
Christian perspectives. Among the stops: Jerusalem, Old Jaffa, 
Bethlehem, Dead Sea, Tel Aviv, Masada, Golan Heights and 
more. Visit www.mpumc.org for the itinerary and other details. 
Reach Dr. Howell at 704-376-8584 or james@mpumc.org.



A Conversation On Faith
A TODDLER, AND A PHONE CALL
I was keeping our granddaughter the other day when my cell 
phone rang. I normally wouldn’t have taken the call – it was a 
number I didn’t recognize, and I was otherwise engaged chasing 

a 16-month-old around the house. For 
some reason, though, I answered.

The woman’s voice on the other end asked 
if  this was Mr. Garfi eld. When I said yes, 
she asked if  I had a moment to talk.

“Not really,” I responded curtly, thinking 
this must be a telemarketer since she didn’t 

share her name or what she wanted to talk about.

There was an 
awkward second 
or two of  silence. 
Then she asked 
if  I could write 
her husband’s 
obituary.

I’ve been writing 
obits for families 
for several years 
now. The caller 
introduced 
herself  and said 
she needed my 
help. Her voice 
began to fi ll with 
sadness. Her 
husband, about 
my age, was in the 
hospital. Some 
decisions were 
about to be made. 
She wanted to 
have the obituary 
ready for when 
the time comes.

I apologized 
for my initial 
aloofness, explaining that I was caring for our granddaughter, 
which we are lucky enough to get to do on some Friday nights. 
She laughed and said she understood. Mondays used to be their 

night with their grandchild. As we chatted, Miller squealed in 
the background, not at all happy that she didn’t have Grandpa’s 
undivided attention. That explains why she responded to my 
talking on the phone by saying “Noooooo” in her loudest voice 
and pulling me into the next room, where surely even more fun 
awaited the two of  us.

I will not forget the next few moments, a playful toddler tugging 
at my side, a beleaguered wife speaking softly on the line.

I said I’d be honored to help tell her husband’s story. She told 
me how much good her husband has done for others. She 
wanted to make sure we articulate that part of  his life. I told her 

that our work together 
begins with her fi lling 
out a basic biographical 
form. Then we’d talk 
– about his family, 
his legacy and what 
truly matters in the 
moments we get on 
this earth.

I apologized again for 
how our conversation 
began 15 minutes 
earlier and said I’d send 
her the form. She said 
she understood, and 
that she’d fi ll it out and 
return it. Then we said 
good-bye and returned 
to what we were doing 
before we spoke 
that Friday evening, 
one chapter of  life 
unfolding at the start, 
one nearing the end.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church life. Have 
a story worth telling? Reach him at 704-295-4819 or 
ken@mpumc.org.

Church member and artist Albert Dulin explains his illustration, above: “What I had in mind with 
the drawing is people making a connection. Even though Ken was occupied with his granddaughter, the 

caller was able to reach out and make a connection.”
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summer at Sedgefield Elementary, 75 scholars partici-
pated in six weeks of  Freedom School. That’s 30 days of  
enrichment, literature, character-building and fun led by 
nine classroom teacher/interns, five staff  employees 
and more than 125 volunteers who filled 375-plus oppor-
tunities to serve. Church member Ellen Underwood led 
the Leadership Lay Team. Grey Brownlow and Sterling 
Savage led the Drop Everything And Read program.
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Our Senior Pastor offers an inspirational blog/e-mail, along 
with regular text messages, to any subscribers. His writing 
serves to encourage readers in the Christian life. To sign up, 
e-mail peg@mpumc.org.

Discover Myers Park 
This hour-long, two-session class introduces participants, 
including prospective new members, to the church. It’s led by 
Rev. Parker Haynes and provides an overview of  life at Myers 
Park United Methodist Church. Next class: At 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday, August 16 and 23, in Francis Chapel. To learn 
more, reach Parker at parker@mpumc.org.

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality 
This seven-week, 1½-hour class held each autumn explores 
emotional and spiritual health. I will facilitate the class, which 
places participants in small groups. Next class: From 4:00 
to 5:30 p.m. Sundays from October 4 to November 15 in 
Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building. Sign up at www.
mpumc.org/smallgroups. 

Foundation 
This new, six-week, 1½-hour class held each winter tells the 
theological story of  who we are. It offer teaching in Scripture, 
theology, church history, Methodism and ethics. Different 
clergy teach each week’s session. Participants sit in small 
groups. Next class: From 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Sundays from 
January 10 to February 14 (no class February 7) in Room 
108 of  the Parish Life Building. Sign up at www.mpumc.
org/smallgroups.
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Adult Sunday School comprises a significant part of  faith 
formation. A wide variety of  classes offer different styles of  
learning for each age group. Most classes meet at 9:45 a.m. on 
Sunday. Classes are listed at www.mpumc.org.

Disciple Bible Study 
Disciple Bible Study offers small group-based Bible study, and 
fellowship inspired by the study and dialogue. Classes meet at 
different times during the week, each led by a facilitator. Next 
classes: Registration for classes starting September 8 is at 
www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

Companions In Christ 
Companions offer long- and short-term spiritual formation 
small groups. The groups meet at different times throughout 
the week, each with a facilitator. Next classes: Registration 
starts later this month at www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.
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With the help of  the church and others, the Center on Spratt 
Street north of  uptown offers the most vulnerable among us a 
place to come in from the cold. A $1.4 million communitywide 
campaign resulted in the opening of  The Loft – expanded 
dorm space allowing the Center to shelter 340 each night. For 
too long, the 276-bed capacity forced many to sleep on the 
floor. In 2014, the Center cared for 3,112 women and children.

This church does its part on several fronts to offer hope:

More than $73,000 has been donated for various uses, • 
including $12,432 for the dorm expansion that came from 
the church’s Wesley Foundation.

Volunteers serve two meals • 
at month at the Center of  Hope, 
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more than 300 guests each time.

A summer drive collected • 
diapers, blankets, clothing and 
other items for babies.

Minister of  Missions Nathan 
Arledge says the Center of  Hope 
welcomes help in other ways, 
including computer tutoring, 
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and jobs. To get involved, reach Nathan at 704-295-4816 or 
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With each dollar and diaper given, the church embraces those 
who seek hope in this often hope-deprived world. Women 
like LaShaye Worsley, 25, who lost her job and home, couldn’t 
afford a weekly rate motel and turned to the Center of  Hope 
with her three young children. “I’m lucky to be in here and 
I know it,” she said. “The idea of  my children being on the 
streets was more than I could take.”

It’s more than good Christians everywhere can take.

Church member Ashley Blevins shares her experience with Freedom 
School’s “Drop Everything And Read” program this summer. She’s a 
retired teacher and volunteer in the year-round “For the Love of  Read-
ing” program at Sedgefield Elementary School. Go to www.mpumc.org 
to watch a video celebrating the Freedom School summer.

It’s easy to associate summer reading programs with a fa-
vorite vacation pastime – the up and down of  riding a roller 
coaster. Freedom School can boost children’s reading skills in 
June and July and help them overcome the common occur-
rence of  losing their reading fluency when school is out.

The first-grader I worked with this summer spoke very little 
English. But she had no trouble expressing her desire to be 
involved with the photos and text in the books. Since her 
English was so limited, we reviewed the same books each 
week. Repeated exposure to such high-frequency words as 
“the, a, is, on, can, in and it” helped them become part of  
her basic reading vocabulary. She smiled with delight when 
she performed such tasks as forming written letters, reading 
from left to right and reading a simple text. Since learning a 
second language is tiring, if  she got fidgety at the end of  the 
hour, we’d choose a book we had already read that day and 
set the text to improvised music. Her creative, peppy, musical 
side loved to follow my rendition of  “This is a yellow flower” 
to a lullaby, rock ‘n roll or, my favorite, a country melody. We 
sang with a joy for reading and a bit of  silliness in our hearts. 
All I can say is, “Loretta Lynn, move on over ‘cause Freedom 
School is on a roll.”

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Margaret Keck Harrison, wife of  Bob Harrison, who died on 
July 17, 2015.

Babies
Ryan Patrick Connell and Dylan Tyler Connell, son and daughter 
of  Ann-Tyler and Matt Connell and brother and sister 
of  Mackenzie Connell, born on July 2, 2015. Charlotte 

“Charlie” Guiton Federal, daughter of  Tiz and Alex Federal,  
granddaughter of  Charlotte Cornick and niece of  Ellie 
Cornick, born on July 15, 2015. 

Weddings
Margaret Brinkley Sigmon and John Lester Ellis, married July 25, 
2015, at church. Lauren Elizabeth Wilson and Malcolm Hayes 
Faulkenberry, married August 1, 2015, in Blowing Rock.

Ashley Blevins reading at Sedgefield Elementary School during Freedom 
School this summer. Photo by Melissa McGill

Summer Program Ends
‘FREEDOM SCHOOL IS ON A ROLL’

Ministry In The Spotlight:
CENTER OF HOPE LIVES UP TO ITS NAME

What’s in a name?
Once known as “Christian Education” or “Discipleship,” 
Faith Formation is the new name for the ministry at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church that helps people 
grow in and live out their faith. The name change indi-
cates that Faith Formation is about more than inputting 
intellectual knowledge. It seeks to shape people to follow 
Christ in mind, body and spirit. It does this by teaching 
in age-specific ministries, including Children’s Minis-
tries, Youth Ministries, Young Adults and Adult. Learn 
about those programs at www.mpumc.org. With this 
fresh focus on Faith Formation comes a new emphasis 
on collaboration among ministries. To learn more about 
Faith Formation, reach Dr. Dobson at 704-295-4840 or 
melanie@mpumc.org. And look for the new tree logo.

Back to School
Is it that time already?

A • Blessing of  the Backpacks is set for the Sunday 
School hour at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, August 23, in Ju-
bilee Hall. Elementary-age children can bring their 
backpacks to church.
On Monday morning, August 24, teachers in The • 
Children’s Circle  preschool will gather for a Blessing 
of  the Hands service as they  dedicate themselves to 
sharing God’s love.
High school youth will hold a • Back To School Bash 
at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, August 29, at Foxcroft East 
Racquet and Swim Club, 7701 Fairview Road, with 
games, food and more.
 A back-to-school service at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, • 
August 30, in the Sanctuary will offer prayers for 
students, teachers and others.
At 6:00 p.m. Sunday, August 30, middle schoolers • 
will hold their Back To School Bash at the church with 
games, food and more.
Donations of  new back-school items for Sedge-• 
field Elementary are welcome through August 23 
in the Parish Life lobby: Sharpened No. 2 pencils, 
reams of  copy paper, containers of  Clorox wipes, 
one-subject spiral notebooks, and uniforms – navy 
blue or white-collar tops, boys and girls sizes S, M, 
L, XL, and navy blue or khaki pants/skirts, girls 14 
and 16, juniors 6-10 and boys 7-10 and 18-20. The 
church is not collecting backpacks or book bags.



The times we live in have moved Myers Park 
United Methodist to make changes to insure 
the safety of  all who come on to the campus:

In addition to two police officers who • 
direct traffic and help worshipers cross 
the street on Sunday morning, another 
uniformed officer will be present in the 
building Sundays – focused on security 
and safety. All who gather on Sunday 
morning are encouraged to seek out 
an officer, church staffer or usher if  
something raises suspicion. You can also 
call 911. The same goes for visitors to 
church the six other days of  the week: 
See something that doesn’t look right? 
Act on your concern.

Weekdays, use the main entrance to the • 
Parish Life Building (under the portico). 
Except in busy times (as when preschool 
parents are dropping off  or picking 
up children), other church doors will 
generally remain locked. That will allow 
the church to have a better idea who 
is coming in and out. After 5:00 p.m. 
weekdays, use the main portico door. 
A camera system planned for the two 
entrances to the Parish Life Building 

from the parking lot will allow people to 
be buzzed in during office hours.

The exterior breezeway door into the • 
church (between the preschool and 
Children’s Ministries offices) typically 
remain locked. Interior doors near 
the preschool are also locked when 
preschool is in session.

Alarms have been installed on the gate • 
at the playground along the Providence 
Road side of  the church.

The main entrance to the Youth Building • 
will remain locked during the week. 
Visitors can use the buzzer to call 
someone to the door.

Long before the Charleston tragedy and 
other shootings  heightened awareness, the 
church was looking at enhancing safety 
and security measures. Police officials 
recently visited the campus and shared 
ideas. These changes were approved by 
the church Board of  Trustees. Those with 
questions or suggestions can reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

BUILDING A HOME FOR HABITAT; 
SUPPORTING MITCHELL’S FUND

The congregation is invited to help build a Habitat for • 
Humanity home starting in September. The build kicks 
off  at Blitz Week September 12-19 (no work Septem-
ber 13), and work days continue September 25-26 and 
October 3, 10, 16 and 17. Volunteers of  all skill levels 
are welcome to work, provide snacks and meals and 
more. The five-bedroom house on Sam Drenan Road 
in the Grier Heights community near the church will be 
the home of  Bonaventure Kamwanga, a native of  the 
Congo, and his wife and their six children. He’s a sales 
associate at Walmart. To help, e-mail Becky Abernethy at 
becky@mpumc.org.

Allyson Ware has stepped down as Director of  Youth • 
and Children’s Music after 16 years. A committee is 
working to locating the next leader for that ministry. In 

the meantime, those with questions can reach staffer 
Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org. 
Natalie Secrest, Jenni Hough and others will lead the 
children’s Performing Arts Camp August 10-14.

Church members Meg McElwain and her husband, • 
Frank Turner, will host a Prescription of  Hope luncheon 
at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, September 30, at Charlotte 
Convention Center. The event benefits the Mitchell Bays 
Turner Pediatric Fund, which honors their son, Mitchell, 
who died from leukemia in 2014 at age two. The fund 
help families dealing with a pediatric diagnosis. Past 
grants have gone for medical, travel and funeral expens-
es and more. The luncheon is free. Guests will be asked 
to consider a donation. Visit www.mitchellsfund.org.

The Administrative Board heard two reports on church 
property and facilities at its dinner meeting:

Church member Chan Martin, head of  a Building Fea-• 
sibility Committee, said the group is in the early stages 
of  studying long-term church needs in terms of  build-
ings and parking on the 5½-acre campus. Anything that 
might be done would require rezoning, he noted.

Executive Director Saribeth Dozier shared that a • 
$165,000 project to refurbish the Sanctuary lighting 
starts this month. Director of  Multi-Media Jim Deal 
explains: “The purpose of  the project is to provide a 
safer and brighter lighting system for the Sanctuary, 
with full dimming control. The existing chandeliers will 
be retrofitted with LED elements. New LED lights will 
evenly brighten the chancel area. The end result will be 

a brighter and more evenly lit space for worship, while 
maintaining the aesthetics of  the Sanctuary. This will 
also improve the quality of  our online video, which we 
livestream (www.livestream.com/mpumc) and share on 
YouTube (www.youtube.com/myersparkmethodist). 
Using all LED light sources, the operating cost for the 
building will be reduced. The work is to begin August 
10 and be done by August 28. The Sanctuary will remain 
open for worship.”

Also: The Administrative Board, whose meetings are • 
open to the congregation, learned that the church’s Wes-
ley Foundation awarded $165,000 for 21 local and world 
missions grants. Look for details in a future Cornerstone. 
The next Administrative Board dinner meeting is Thurs-
day, October 29.

Continued Inside...

Dr. Melanie Dobson introduces a new 
way of  thinking – and a new name – 
for the ministry that offers Christians of  
all ages a pathway to learn how to grow 
in their faith.

At Myers Park United Methodist 
Church, learning takes us on 
a lifelong path. Our Wesleyan 
heritage affirms a journey of  
sanctification, of  being made 
holy, that requires an ongoing 
dedication to growing. As we 
study, pray, read and talk, we 
develop habits that shape us into 
more loving, Christ-like people. 
Faith Formation offers a path for 
continued learning. It sees each 
program as connected to others, 
all part of  the same goal, from 
childhood to adulthood. The path, depicted 
in the new tree logo shared here, offers many 
possibilities for starting on any branch and 

“climbing” in any direction. Here’s some of  
what you can find on the pathway toward 
Christian learning and growth:

Christ Episcopal, Myers 
Park Baptist, Myers Park 
Presbyterian and Myers 
Park United Methodist 
churches united to 
raise about $20,000 to 
help Briar Creek Road 
Baptist recover from an 
arson fire. The largely 
African-American 
church in east Charlotte 
suffered more than 
$250,000 damage in the 
blaze. Contributions will 
go toward the church’s 
summer camp for 
children and youth, and 
restoring the building 
destroyed in the fire.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

BUILDING FEASIBILITY, SANCTUARY LIGHTING In These Troubled Times:
NEW SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE

Christian Education Redefined
CELEBRATING FAITH FORMATION




