
Rev. Nathan Arledge is on the job as Minister 
of  Missions, already a whirlwind of  energy and 
ideas. To see for yourself, visit him in the missions 
office in Room 117 in the Parish Life Building or 
reach him at 704-295-4816 or nathan@mpumc.
org. The Cornerstone (and Assistant Director of  
Communications Melissa McGill) caught up with 
Nathan to ask a few questions, some spiritual, 
some not so much. The current issue of  Intersection 
magazine also includes a word of  welcome from 
Nathan, and the joy he finds in learning our 
names and stories.

Q. First, how do you take your coffee?

A. Black, definitely. I love coffee, especially 
from local coffee shops. So far, my favorite 
in Charlotte is Central Coffee.

SUMMER FUN DAYS
Ah, sweet snapshots from two weeks of  Summer Fun 
Days, when 350 or so children flock to the church for 
fun and games, faith and service, joy abounding. There 
are puppets and popsicles, field trips, learning about 
the organ (“You should have heard them blowing 
through the pipes,” Children’s Ministries’ Sarah Sum-
ner says), and, as always, reaching out. The older ones 
worked at the Loaves & Fishes food pantry. Families, 
who filled the Parish Life Building with a joyful noise 
each morning, brought in school supplies for The 
Learning Collaborative, a tuition-free preschool. It 
doesn’t take a genius to appreciate the deeper meaning 
of  the whimsical photo shared here, and what it says 
about Summer Fun Days. We indeed are shaping clay.

Ken Garfield• 

After Charleston, MeckMin continues hosting Monday • 
evening conversations, offering people a chance to talk 
honestly about issues revolving around race, trust and 
more. Visit www.meckmin.org or call 704-565-5455 
for the locations and other details. Myers Park United 
Methodist Church has long been active in the interfaith 
coalition. Director of  Communications Ken Garfield 
serves on the board.

The community dialogue on race continues: First Pres-• 
byterian Church at 200 W. Trade St. uptown will host 
author/teacher/commentator Dr. Cornel West for a lec-
ture entitled Justice: What Love Looks Like In Public. A 6:45 
p.m. reception is followed by the 7:15 p.m. program on 
Thursday, September 24. For details closer to the public 
event, visit  www.firstpres-charlotte.org.

Another sweet Freedom School vignette: Myers Park • 
United Methodist made a $6,500 gift to Blumenthal Per-
forming Arts, which made it possible for 100 Freedom 
School students to enjoy a matinee performance of  An-
nie. In all, 1,100 Freedom School students and teachers 
enjoyed the musical uptown. 

A revered (and traffic-inducing) tradition returns to the • 
Myers Park neighborhood when the 24 hours of  booty 
bicycle ride takes place from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. July 
24-25. The event supports the Levine Cancer Institute 
and LIVESTRONG Foundation, and raises awareness 
of  the need for more cancer research. The parking lot 
across from the church will be used for the event. Myers 
Park United Methodist will unfurl a banner to help tell 
its story.

Continued Inside...

Nathan (right) plays checkers during a mission trip 
to Mount Vernon Place United Methodist Church 

in Washington D.C. This church is pastored by 
Rev. Donna Claycomb Sokol, a friend of   

both James’ and his.
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Dr. Howell shares this midyear report on the vibrant 
life of  Myers Park United Methodist Church. The 
next issue of  Intersection magazine in November 
will offer an annual report for 2015 filled with 
stories and photos of  the life of  the church.

Halfway through 2015, we can give thanks 
to God for blessing us as a church, and for 
calling us into deeper ministry. Here are a 

few highlights midyear.

Rev. Nathan Arledge is 
here and has begun 
his exciting work as 
our new Minister of  
Missions.

Giving is going better 
than in 2014. So 
far, we’ve received 
$2,392,527 vs. 
$2,213,176 at June 

30, 2014. Expenses are actually $46,778 lower 
than a year ago! So we see now a net deficit 
of  $88,420 vs. $172,550 last year. We are in 
transition from a solely pledging culture to a 
combination of  pledging and giving. We are 
encouraging non-pledged giving as people are 

blessed by God and excited by our ministry. 
Every gift matters – for our church’s work 
and for each person’s Christian development.

Freedom School this summer is one of  several 
signature mission programs that have a 
major, lasting impact on individuals, family 
and our city.

Seismic shifts in our culture, from racial 
tensions to new laws around same 
sex marriage, are creating wonderful 
conversations in which we think, listen, 
discern what God is asking us to do – and 
above all in loving and sticking together 
during these days.

Our choir toured eastern Europe, continuing 
our excellence and faithfulness in offering 
beautiful music to God and God’s people.

Rev. Ellen Robison is on a much-deserved 
sabbatical through the end of  August.

Dr. Melanie Dobson has led a major new 
initiative in how we introduce new people 
and also existing folks into a deeper life 
of  faith. This new six-week course, called 

Need someone to pet-sit 
your dog or cat while 
you’re at the beach? Do 
you want to advertise 
your baby-sitting 
or computer repair 
business? The bulletin 
board in Room 108 of  
the Parish Life Building 
is available to post this 
sort of  thing and a 
lot more. Paper, pens 
and pins are furnished. 
On the board now, for 
example: A housekeeper 
and private nurse, each 
offering their services.
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Church In The Round
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Holy Communion
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9:45 a.m.
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Foundation, will debut for the whole congregation in winter 
2016.  An Emotionally Healthy Spirituality class will launch in the 
fall, along with new Companions in Christ small groups and new 
short-term Sunday School offerings at 11:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.

A small group has begun meeting to study the feasibility of  
improving our facility or adding parking.

 We continue to play a leadership role in the United Methodist 
denomination, as evidenced by key people in our Annual 
Conference and also in elections for 2016 General Conference.

Our people continue to amaze us. Harriette Thompson 
completed another marathon at age 92, Jennie Dugan went 
around the world in mission (as told in this month’s Intersection 
magazine) – and so many of  our folks engage in small 
acts of  heroism that make the world and our church more 
compassionate and transformative.

It is a great privilege for me to find myself  now in my 13th 
year as your senior pastor. I am grateful to God and to you for 
these days in shared ministry.
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The Finance and Stewardship committees share this summer message.

During summer, lots of  us are away – on vacation, in the 
mountains or at the beach, taking kids to camp, you name 
it. We are spending a lot on gas, house rentals, camp fees, 
hotels, dining and more. Myers Park United Methodist is 
still running full-tilt even when you’re gone. It costs $1.3 
million to run our church during the summer months. And 
look at the ministry we’re engaged in, primarily with people 
in need who don’t get to go on vacation: Freedom School’s 
education for kids, Trinity’s Table free lunch program, 

Charlotte Medical Clinic for the sick, Men’s Shelter for the 
homeless. We’re also doing plenty in-house for our own 
folks, from Vacation Bible School, worship – and imagine 
the utilities. Consider making a financial gift to help us con-
tinue and even expand what we can do in the summer for 
those in need, to offset the shortfall we see each summer 
as attendance and giving lag, and to make some sense in 
God’s eyes of  our other expenditures on ourselves during 
summer.  Mail checks to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207, or give online at www.mpumc.org/get-involved/giv-
ing.cfm. Thanks in advance for your generosity.

NEED DOESN’T GO ON VACATION

Church member, Vacation Bible School teacher and mom of  two Betsy 
Scott shares this VBS postscript: While 285 children came to learn 
about God and love, 75 volunteers came to serve the cause, including a 
number of  mawmaws and pawpaws.

Youth, young adults, parents and grandparents were a blessed 
part of  Vacation Bible School, volunteering their time and 
talent in a number of  ways. Among parents, some were 
first-time helpers with new little ones. Others were “veteran” 
parents with older children. Dick Carter – a grandpa! – 
volunteered with fourth- and fifth-graders who went off  
campus. Three of  his granddaughters volunteered as youth 
helpers. At least six grandmothers helped, many serving 

alongside their daughters or daughters-in-law. One, Maira 
Deering, came from Florida. Among the other grandparents: 
Martha Abbey, Reatha Andrew, Sandy Hieronymus, Debbie 
Moore and Ann Young. There were other tender stories: Mark 
Carter (no relation to Dick) was one of  our few young adult, 
male volunteers. He and his fiancée moved to Charlotte eight 
months ago. Mark is a lifelong Methodist and believes in the 
importance of  service. He took vacation time from work to 
help, spending mornings with third-graders. The Bible verse 
for VBS was “In God we live, move and exist.” Volunteers of  
all ages brought those words to life as they lived, moved and 
existed to serve God and the children of  the church.

MAWMAWS, PAWPAWS A BLESSED PART OF VBS

Haley Rogers, 14, reflects on the youth mission trip to Mountain 
T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project) in the Cumberland Mountains 
of  middle Tennessee. She was one of  11 church youth who joined with 
other youth groups to do service projects (including building handicapped 
ramps), share worship and fellowship with local residents and more. 
The daughter of  Graham and Rosie Rogers, Haley is a rising freshman 
at Myers Park High School.

Honestly, I signed up for this summer’s mission trip to 
Mountain T.O.P because my friend wanted me to go with 
her. I had reservations about going on the trip up to and 
even after we left. But now that it’s over, I can honestly say 
it was an eye-opening experience, and I can’t wait until next 
year. I made some really good friends from other churches 
and strengthened relationships within our own church. Work-
ing with the local kids was an unforgettable experience. On 
the last night, we had a service I will never forget. The lead-
ers told us to go around to the people who had influenced 
or helped us and to give them one last hug. I realized in that 
moment how many new friends I made who shared the same 
beliefs as me. Some may have had rough pasts, but none of  
that mattered. You weren’t being judged or criticized. By the 

end of  the night, it felt like we were part of  something differ-
ent, something magnificent. No words can explain the impact 
that we had on the local townspeople – and the impact that 
the week had on me. 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
H. Allen Tate Jr., father of  Allen Tate and grandfather of  
Allen IV and Carter Tate, who died on June 22, 2015. Charles 
“Chuck” E. Cobb, father of  Katie Burns and grandfather of  
James Burns, who died on June 25, 2015. Joyce Kee McSpadden, 
sister of  Linda Hawfield, aunt of  Lindsay Jones and great aunt 
of  Ella and William Jones, who died on July 10, 2015.

Babies
Harper Annette Payne, daughter of  Meredeth and Scott Payne, 
granddaughter of  Bob and Ann Howard, niece of  Will and 
Allyson Howard and cousin of  William Howard, born on June 
19, 2015. Zachary Vick Wilson, son of  Holly and Greg Wilson, 
grandson of  Bill and Melinda Wilson and nephew of  Lauren 
Wilson, born on June 24, 2015. Anna Frances Ripple, daughter 
of  Chatham and Charlie Ripple and sister of  William Ripple, 
born on July 13, 2015.

Weddings
Brandi McQueen and Theodore “TJ” Milewski, married July 18, 
2015, at church.

Haley (front) and friends served, worshiped and grew closer to God  
and each other at the youth Mountain T.O.P trip.

Q. What are you reading now?

A. I usually read multiple books at the same time, so right now 
I’m reading A Fellowship of  Differents by Scot McKnight and 
Where the Cross Meets the Street by Noel Castellanos. 

Q. What’s on your bucket list?

A. I want to visit all the professional ballparks in the United 
States. There are 30 and I’ve visited 12 so far. I try to visit two 
a year, with a buddy of  mine from Duke Divinity School. Next 
on the list, maybe New York or Boston. If  you time it right, 
you can catch the Mets and the Yankees at home, and Boston 
is only a couple hours away.  

Q. What’s your favorite hymn and/or worship song?

A. Come, Thou Fount of  Every Blessing is such a beautiful hymn, 
especially stanza three that says “prone to wander, Lord, I 
feel it.” Everyone experiences that. Sometimes there’s this 
perception that hymns are old and so distant to reality, but 
these words were written in the 1700s and we can all relate.  For 
contemporary worship music, All The Poor And Powerless by The 
Digital Age and Hookers And Robbers by Charlie Hall. They’re 
real and speak to the Gospel that God loves everybody, that 
everyone has a place at the table. 

Q. You mentioned in Intersection that your life verse is Matthew 25:31-
46. Tell us more about that.

A. At the crux of  Jesus’ ministry is this formative lesson about 
the sheep and the goats. Everyone is gathered around Jesus 
listening in this story, to find out “Are you a goat or a sheep?” 
Did you serve? Did you give? It’s a daily reminder to be vigilant, 
to be aware, to compassionately walk and journey with each 
other. This is the challenge of  what it means to be a disciple. 

Q. On social media, you use the hashtag #livedifferently. What does  
that mean?

A. This started two years ago as a call to pay attention. One of  
the first photos (see above) I posted with that hashtag was the 
word “hope” but viewed from behind a fence. Hope fenced in. 
We are called to live differently than some of  these constraints 
that the world puts on us. Are we choosing to be part of  it or 
are we choosing to live differently?  As Paul says in Romans, 
“Do not be conformed to this world.” I hope to impart my 
passion and share the joy that is found in missions. When 
we sacrifice ourselves and take up our crosses, there is such 
spiritual joy in that. Just making that daily effort, being aware  
of  the need around us. Sometimes we don’t want to see it, 
it makes us uncomfortable. We are called to step into that 
discomfort and live differently.

Youth Mission To Tennessee:
‘SOMETHING DIFFERENT, SOMETHING MAGNIFICENT’

A Q&A WITH NATHAN...

DR. HOWELL’S MIDYEAR REPORT...

Follow Nathan on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter and you’ll notice 
posts with the hashtag #livedifferently. On this photo, he wrote,  

“Don’t leave HOPE fenced in. Go give it to someone.  
#livedifferently the world needs it.”



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

July 22, 2015
HYMN SING JULY 26 •	 The Hymns & Hot Dogs hymn 
sing will be at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, July 26, in Jubilee Hall. 
Among the classics to be belted out: “I’ll Fly Away,” 
“Amazing Grace” and “Jesus Loves Me.” Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones also promises a “call-out-your-favorite” time 
as well. Musicians can bring an instrument and play along. 
Contact Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.
org. Hot dogs, chips and lemonade follow the singing. 

SING IN SUMMER CHOIR •	 All regardless of  
experience are invited to sing in the Summer Choir at the 
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service through August 2. Gather in 
the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. on those Sunday mornings 
for coffee and doughnuts, then rehearse at 10:15 a.m. 
before singing in worship. You can participate on any or 
all Sundays. Details: Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or 
nancy@mpumc.org.

HELP BRIAR CREEK ROAD BAPTIST •	 All are 
encouraged to make a donation to Briar Creek Road 
Baptist, the Charlotte church damaged in a fire caused 
by arson. Briar Creek Road Baptist is primarily African 
American. Checks can be made out to Myers Park United 
Methodist Church with Briar Creek Road Baptist in the memo 
line and put in the Sunday offering plate, dropped off  at 
the front desk in the lobby of  the Parish Life Building 
or mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 
Donations are also welcome at www.mpumc.org. The 
effort, will, in part, support the church’s summer camp for 
kids. Myers Park United Methodist is uniting with Christ 
Episcopal, Myers Park Baptist and Myers Park Presbyterian 
churches in this campaign.

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD JULY 23 •	 Church 
members are always invited to attend the Administrative 
Board meeting, the next one on Thursday, July 23, in Room 
108 of  the Parish Life Building, dinner at 6:30 and the 
church business meeting at 7:00 p.m. Questions on any 
aspect of  church life are encouraged.

GIVE YOUR GARDEN EXCESS •	 Backyard gardeners 
are encouraged to donate their excess produce to the 
church’s Garden Ministries, for refugees in Charlotte. To 
participate in this new ministry, reach Mike Farrell at 704-
425-3826 or mikefarrell1950@gmail.com.

FREEDOM SCHOOL  
The annual summer reading 
and enrichment program for 80 
Charlotte children and youth 
continues through July 29 at 
Sedgefield Elementary School. 
All are invited to the finale on 
Wednesday, July 29, in Jubilee Hall. 
The high-energy program, featuring 
music and more from the young 
scholars and staff, starts around 
12:30 p.m. or so. To help in these 
last days, visit www.mpumc.org/
freedomschool2015. 

GRIEF SUPPORT WORKSHOPS •	 Rev. Bill Roth and Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley will lead four workshops to support those 
grieving a loss: From 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Monday, September 
14, 21 and 28 and October 5 in Room 110 of  the Parish Life 
Building. To sign up, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

CONFIRMATION COMING •	 A new class of  Confirmands 
will begin meeting Sundays from 6:00 to 7:45 p.m. starting 
September 13 in the Youth Building. Confirmation is now 
for eighth-graders. Sunday night’s program, includes a meal, 
worship, large-group teaching and small groups. Register 
online at www.mpumcyouth.org or reach Ellen Spence at 
ellenspence@mpumc.org. Adults are needed to serve as 
mentors for small groups. Reach Director of  Youth Ministries 
Lauren Stines at 704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org.

SUMMER CLASS •	 A summer class is exploring how asking 
questions about faith can lead to spiritual growth. The eight-
week series is at 9:45 a.m. Sundays through July 26 in Room 105 
of  the Parish Life Building. It’s open to adults of  all ages.

STUDY EZEKIEL •	 Duke Divinity School summer intern 
Michael Conner is leading a study of  the Old Testament 
prophet Ezekiel from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. Wednesdays through 
July 29 in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building.

Freedom School students 
enjoyed bowling. Photo by 

summer intern Kate Bernard.



A Conversation On Faith
SAVING THE WORLD 

ONE CHILD AT A TIME
our church reaches across the great divide of  race and 
class and makes friends with Randez Brown, an 11-year-old 
with a smile that radiates sweetness (and mischief).

Randez drowns trying to save his little 
sister Samiyah from the rushing waters 
of  a creek near their home on the south 
side of  town.

In his memory, we give $3,000 to the 
YMCA so that they can keep other 
minority kids from drowning.

Maybe that’s how we narrow the divide and express the unity 
we seek after Charleston.

Precious photos, aren’t they? My old Observer friend, Todd 
Sumlin, took them for a front-page story on a new summer 
initiative by the Greater Charlotte Y: Teaching water safety 
to 300 kids in apartment communities that are home to 
many African-American and Hispanic families. The statistics 
are startling: African-American children ages five to 19 
are five times more likely to drown in a swimming pool 
than white kids. Interviews with the first families to take 
advantage of  the program brought the statistics tenderly to 
life. Kayonda Palmer, 37, nearly drowned as a child. Like 
mother, like daughter, for now her kids struggle in the pool. 
“I’m scared,” Kaywon, 9, told The Observer during  class 
at the Central Pointe Apartments on Central Avenue. “I’m 
scared of  the eight-foot water. I’ll drown.”

Not if  we can help it…

Before Charleston and most definitely after, it should be 
obvious that reconciliation won’t come easily. Dramatic 
change is needed, from taking down an incendiary flag to 
improving schools to making sure everyone has the same 
shot at a decent job, affordable home and good life. Maybe it 
comes with weariness or cynicism or having a granddaughter 
to love, but I’ve also come to believe that another way to 
change the world is quietly. One small act at a time. One 
sweet child at a time. We give our heart to Randez. Then, in 
his memory, we give our heart and money so that other kids 
might find their way to safety.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life. 
Have a story worth telling? Reach him at 704-295-4819 or  
ken@mpumc.org.

Look at the faces of  the kids learning safety in the water – a precious blend of  worry and concentra-
tion. Thanks to The Observer and photographer Todd Sumlin for sharing them with 

Myers Park United Methodist Church.
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Foundation, will debut for the whole congregation in winter 
2016.  An Emotionally Healthy Spirituality class will launch in the 
fall, along with new Companions in Christ small groups and new 
short-term Sunday School offerings at 11:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.

A small group has begun meeting to study the feasibility of  
improving our facility or adding parking.

 We continue to play a leadership role in the United Methodist 
denomination, as evidenced by key people in our Annual 
Conference and also in elections for 2016 General Conference.

Our people continue to amaze us. Harriette Thompson 
completed another marathon at age 92, Jennie Dugan went 
around the world in mission (as told in this month’s Intersection 
magazine) – and so many of  our folks engage in small 
acts of  heroism that make the world and our church more 
compassionate and transformative.

It is a great privilege for me to find myself  now in my 13th 
year as your senior pastor. I am grateful to God and to you for 
these days in shared ministry.
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The Finance and Stewardship committees share this summer message.

During summer, lots of  us are away – on vacation, in the 
mountains or at the beach, taking kids to camp, you name 
it. We are spending a lot on gas, house rentals, camp fees, 
hotels, dining and more. Myers Park United Methodist is 
still running full-tilt even when you’re gone. It costs $1.3 
million to run our church during the summer months. And 
look at the ministry we’re engaged in, primarily with people 
in need who don’t get to go on vacation: Freedom School’s 
education for kids, Trinity’s Table free lunch program, 

Charlotte Medical Clinic for the sick, Men’s Shelter for the 
homeless. We’re also doing plenty in-house for our own 
folks, from Vacation Bible School, worship – and imagine 
the utilities. Consider making a financial gift to help us con-
tinue and even expand what we can do in the summer for 
those in need, to offset the shortfall we see each summer 
as attendance and giving lag, and to make some sense in 
God’s eyes of  our other expenditures on ourselves during 
summer.  Mail checks to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207, or give online at www.mpumc.org/get-involved/giv-
ing.cfm. Thanks in advance for your generosity.

NEED DOESN’T GO ON VACATION

Church member, Vacation Bible School teacher and mom of  two Betsy 
Scott shares this VBS postscript: While 285 children came to learn 
about God and love, 75 volunteers came to serve the cause, including a 
number of  mawmaws and pawpaws.

Youth, young adults, parents and grandparents were a blessed 
part of  Vacation Bible School, volunteering their time and 
talent in a number of  ways. Among parents, some were 
first-time helpers with new little ones. Others were “veteran” 
parents with older children. Dick Carter – a grandpa! – 
volunteered with fourth- and fifth-graders who went off  
campus. Three of  his granddaughters volunteered as youth 
helpers. At least six grandmothers helped, many serving 

alongside their daughters or daughters-in-law. One, Maira 
Deering, came from Florida. Among the other grandparents: 
Martha Abbey, Reatha Andrew, Sandy Hieronymus, Debbie 
Moore and Ann Young. There were other tender stories: Mark 
Carter (no relation to Dick) was one of  our few young adult, 
male volunteers. He and his fiancée moved to Charlotte eight 
months ago. Mark is a lifelong Methodist and believes in the 
importance of  service. He took vacation time from work to 
help, spending mornings with third-graders. The Bible verse 
for VBS was “In God we live, move and exist.” Volunteers of  
all ages brought those words to life as they lived, moved and 
existed to serve God and the children of  the church.

MAWMAWS, PAWPAWS A BLESSED PART OF VBS

Haley Rogers, 14, reflects on the youth mission trip to Mountain 
T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project) in the Cumberland Mountains 
of  middle Tennessee. She was one of  11 church youth who joined with 
other youth groups to do service projects (including building handicapped 
ramps), share worship and fellowship with local residents and more. 
The daughter of  Graham and Rosie Rogers, Haley is a rising freshman 
at Myers Park High School.

Honestly, I signed up for this summer’s mission trip to 
Mountain T.O.P because my friend wanted me to go with 
her. I had reservations about going on the trip up to and 
even after we left. But now that it’s over, I can honestly say 
it was an eye-opening experience, and I can’t wait until next 
year. I made some really good friends from other churches 
and strengthened relationships within our own church. Work-
ing with the local kids was an unforgettable experience. On 
the last night, we had a service I will never forget. The lead-
ers told us to go around to the people who had influenced 
or helped us and to give them one last hug. I realized in that 
moment how many new friends I made who shared the same 
beliefs as me. Some may have had rough pasts, but none of  
that mattered. You weren’t being judged or criticized. By the 

end of  the night, it felt like we were part of  something differ-
ent, something magnificent. No words can explain the impact 
that we had on the local townspeople – and the impact that 
the week had on me. 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
H. Allen Tate Jr., father of  Allen Tate and grandfather of  
Allen IV and Carter Tate, who died on June 22, 2015. Charles 
“Chuck” E. Cobb, father of  Katie Burns and grandfather of  
James Burns, who died on June 25, 2015. Joyce Kee McSpadden, 
sister of  Linda Hawfield, aunt of  Lindsay Jones and great aunt 
of  Ella and William Jones, who died on July 10, 2015.

Babies
Harper Annette Payne, daughter of  Meredeth and Scott Payne, 
granddaughter of  Bob and Ann Howard, niece of  Will and 
Allyson Howard and cousin of  William Howard, born on June 
19, 2015. Zachary Vick Wilson, son of  Holly and Greg Wilson, 
grandson of  Bill and Melinda Wilson and nephew of  Lauren 
Wilson, born on June 24, 2015. Anna Frances Ripple, daughter 
of  Chatham and Charlie Ripple and sister of  William Ripple, 
born on July 13, 2015.

Weddings
Brandi McQueen and Theodore “TJ” Milewski, married July 18, 
2015, at church.

Haley (front) and friends served, worshiped and grew closer to God  
and each other at the youth Mountain T.O.P trip.

Q. What are you reading now?

A. I usually read multiple books at the same time, so right now 
I’m reading A Fellowship of  Differents by Scot McKnight and 
Where the Cross Meets the Street by Noel Castellanos. 

Q. What’s on your bucket list?

A. I want to visit all the professional ballparks in the United 
States. There are 30 and I’ve visited 12 so far. I try to visit two 
a year, with a buddy of  mine from Duke Divinity School. Next 
on the list, maybe New York or Boston. If  you time it right, 
you can catch the Mets and the Yankees at home, and Boston 
is only a couple hours away.  

Q. What’s your favorite hymn and/or worship song?

A. Come, Thou Fount of  Every Blessing is such a beautiful hymn, 
especially stanza three that says “prone to wander, Lord, I 
feel it.” Everyone experiences that. Sometimes there’s this 
perception that hymns are old and so distant to reality, but 
these words were written in the 1700s and we can all relate.  For 
contemporary worship music, All The Poor And Powerless by The 
Digital Age and Hookers And Robbers by Charlie Hall. They’re 
real and speak to the Gospel that God loves everybody, that 
everyone has a place at the table. 

Q. You mentioned in Intersection that your life verse is Matthew 25:31-
46. Tell us more about that.

A. At the crux of  Jesus’ ministry is this formative lesson about 
the sheep and the goats. Everyone is gathered around Jesus 
listening in this story, to find out “Are you a goat or a sheep?” 
Did you serve? Did you give? It’s a daily reminder to be vigilant, 
to be aware, to compassionately walk and journey with each 
other. This is the challenge of  what it means to be a disciple. 

Q. On social media, you use the hashtag #livedifferently. What does  
that mean?

A. This started two years ago as a call to pay attention. One of  
the first photos (see above) I posted with that hashtag was the 
word “hope” but viewed from behind a fence. Hope fenced in. 
We are called to live differently than some of  these constraints 
that the world puts on us. Are we choosing to be part of  it or 
are we choosing to live differently?  As Paul says in Romans, 
“Do not be conformed to this world.” I hope to impart my 
passion and share the joy that is found in missions. When 
we sacrifice ourselves and take up our crosses, there is such 
spiritual joy in that. Just making that daily effort, being aware  
of  the need around us. Sometimes we don’t want to see it, 
it makes us uncomfortable. We are called to step into that 
discomfort and live differently.

Youth Mission To Tennessee:
‘SOMETHING DIFFERENT, SOMETHING MAGNIFICENT’

A Q&A WITH NATHAN...

DR. HOWELL’S MIDYEAR REPORT...

Follow Nathan on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter and you’ll notice 
posts with the hashtag #livedifferently. On this photo, he wrote,  

“Don’t leave HOPE fenced in. Go give it to someone.  
#livedifferently the world needs it.”



Rev. Nathan Arledge is on the job as Minister 
of  Missions, already a whirlwind of  energy and 
ideas. To see for yourself, visit him in the missions 
office in Room 117 in the Parish Life Building or 
reach him at 704-295-4816 or nathan@mpumc.
org. The Cornerstone (and Assistant Director of  
Communications Melissa McGill) caught up with 
Nathan to ask a few questions, some spiritual, 
some not so much. The current issue of  Intersection 
magazine also includes a word of  welcome from 
Nathan, and the joy he finds in learning our 
names and stories.

Q. First, how do you take your coffee?

A. Black, definitely. I love coffee, especially 
from local coffee shops. So far, my favorite 
in Charlotte is Central Coffee.

SUMMER FUN DAYS
Ah, sweet snapshots from two weeks of  Summer Fun 
Days, when 350 or so children flock to the church for 
fun and games, faith and service, joy abounding. There 
are puppets and popsicles, field trips, learning about 
the organ (“You should have heard them blowing 
through the pipes,” Children’s Ministries’ Sarah Sum-
ner says), and, as always, reaching out. The older ones 
worked at the Loaves & Fishes food pantry. Families, 
who filled the Parish Life Building with a joyful noise 
each morning, brought in school supplies for The 
Learning Collaborative, a tuition-free preschool. It 
doesn’t take a genius to appreciate the deeper meaning 
of  the whimsical photo shared here, and what it says 
about Summer Fun Days. We indeed are shaping clay.

Ken Garfield• 

After Charleston, MeckMin continues hosting Monday • 
evening conversations, offering people a chance to talk 
honestly about issues revolving around race, trust and 
more. Visit www.meckmin.org or call 704-565-5455 
for the locations and other details. Myers Park United 
Methodist Church has long been active in the interfaith 
coalition. Director of  Communications Ken Garfield 
serves on the board.

The community dialogue on race continues: First Pres-• 
byterian Church at 200 W. Trade St. uptown will host 
author/teacher/commentator Dr. Cornel West for a lec-
ture entitled Justice: What Love Looks Like In Public. A 6:45 
p.m. reception is followed by the 7:15 p.m. program on 
Thursday, September 24. For details closer to the public 
event, visit  www.firstpres-charlotte.org.

Another sweet Freedom School vignette: Myers Park • 
United Methodist made a $6,500 gift to Blumenthal Per-
forming Arts, which made it possible for 100 Freedom 
School students to enjoy a matinee performance of  An-
nie. In all, 1,100 Freedom School students and teachers 
enjoyed the musical uptown. 

A revered (and traffic-inducing) tradition returns to the • 
Myers Park neighborhood when the 24 hours of  booty 
bicycle ride takes place from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. July 
24-25. The event supports the Levine Cancer Institute 
and LIVESTRONG Foundation, and raises awareness 
of  the need for more cancer research. The parking lot 
across from the church will be used for the event. Myers 
Park United Methodist will unfurl a banner to help tell 
its story.

Continued Inside...

Nathan (right) plays checkers during a mission trip 
to Mount Vernon Place United Methodist Church 

in Washington D.C. This church is pastored by 
Rev. Donna Claycomb Sokol, a friend of   

both James’ and his.
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Dr. Howell shares this midyear report on the vibrant 
life of  Myers Park United Methodist Church. The 
next issue of  Intersection magazine in November 
will offer an annual report for 2015 filled with 
stories and photos of  the life of  the church.

Halfway through 2015, we can give thanks 
to God for blessing us as a church, and for 
calling us into deeper ministry. Here are a 

few highlights midyear.

Rev. Nathan Arledge is 
here and has begun 
his exciting work as 
our new Minister of  
Missions.

Giving is going better 
than in 2014. So 
far, we’ve received 
$2,392,527 vs. 
$2,213,176 at June 

30, 2014. Expenses are actually $46,778 lower 
than a year ago! So we see now a net deficit 
of  $88,420 vs. $172,550 last year. We are in 
transition from a solely pledging culture to a 
combination of  pledging and giving. We are 
encouraging non-pledged giving as people are 

blessed by God and excited by our ministry. 
Every gift matters – for our church’s work 
and for each person’s Christian development.

Freedom School this summer is one of  several 
signature mission programs that have a 
major, lasting impact on individuals, family 
and our city.

Seismic shifts in our culture, from racial 
tensions to new laws around same 
sex marriage, are creating wonderful 
conversations in which we think, listen, 
discern what God is asking us to do – and 
above all in loving and sticking together 
during these days.

Our choir toured eastern Europe, continuing 
our excellence and faithfulness in offering 
beautiful music to God and God’s people.

Rev. Ellen Robison is on a much-deserved 
sabbatical through the end of  August.

Dr. Melanie Dobson has led a major new 
initiative in how we introduce new people 
and also existing folks into a deeper life 
of  faith. This new six-week course, called 

Need someone to pet-sit 
your dog or cat while 
you’re at the beach? Do 
you want to advertise 
your baby-sitting 
or computer repair 
business? The bulletin 
board in Room 108 of  
the Parish Life Building 
is available to post this 
sort of  thing and a 
lot more. Paper, pens 
and pins are furnished. 
On the board now, for 
example: A housekeeper 
and private nurse, each 
offering their services.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

MECKMIN DIALOGUES; AN AFTERNOON WITH ‘ANNIE’ A Q&A WITH NATHAN:
‘I hope to impart my passion and share 

the joy that is found in missions.’

Dr. Howell’s Midyear Report:
‘GIVE THANKS TO GOD’

Dr. Howell




