
The Cornerstone invited three church members to 
explore the meaning of  the Charleston tragedy, 
and where we go from here. Dr. Howell’s sermon 
delivered on the first Sunday after the tragedy can be 
found at www.mpumc.org. MeckMin, the interfaith 
organization in which this church has long been 
active, is hosting a summer series of  community 
conversations on Monday evenings. Visit www.
meckmin.org for details.

Love And Compassion, Peter Huff 
Everyone wants and needs to know that 
they matter – black, white, Southerner, 

Northerner, whatever label society puts on 
us. The aftermath of  the tragedy that took nine lives shows that Charleston is a city that 
can reach across divisions and show unity through Christ’s love and compassion. I grew up 
in Charleston. I’m proud of  the faith community and the leadership role the churches have 
taken. Let us show everyone that they matter by being the hands, feet and heart of  Christ.

Love And Forgiveness, Carla Cornelius 
When I heard the news, I was out of  town, away from my usual Internet, newspaper and the 
like. Returning home, I was sure I’d read about riots and more violence in response to these 
horrible killings. Instead, I heard church members in Charleston talking about forgiveness and 

TAKE A TOUR OF ROOM 111 (THE CHURCH LIBRARY)
The Cornerstone asked church member/newsletter contributor Laurie 
Anne Walden to visit the Church Library and tell us all about it.

Did you know our Church Library has Fast Food Nation by 
Eric Schlosser? And These High, Green Hills by Jan Karon? 
You might expect to find The New Interpreter’s Bible (all 12 
volumes) and The Naked Christian (not as exciting as it 
sounds), but what about a DVD of  Gandhi?

Church member Linda Myers, who chairs the Library Com-
mittee,  gave me a tour and explained that the library is an 
expansion of  the original Archives Room. Church members 
donated shelving and furniture. The library has an impres-
sive collection of  books, audio books and DVDs that you 
can borrow for up to two months. Curriculum material is 
also available for teachers.

Borrowing is self-serve: Fill out a checkout card and leave 
it at the desk. You can also reserve books online at www.

mpumc.org. Look under the News and Publications tab to find 
Church Library.

The library stocks mostly recent editions, although I spotted  
tantalizingly antique-looking volumes in the reference sec-
tion. Book donations are usually accepted. Check with Rev. 
Barbara Barden before bringing anything in. You can also 
sponsor a book on the library’s wish list.

Whether you need material for a class, a title from the United 
Methodist Women reading list, something to help you through 
a tough time or a light read for the beach, there’s probably a 
book for you. If  you’re looking for C. S. Lewis’ The Screwtape 
Letters…well, I’ll have that one back soon.

The Church Library is in Room 111 in the Parish Life Building. 
Reach Barbara Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

Minister of  Worship and the Arts Rev. Ellen Robison is • 
on sabbatical through August 30. Those with a question 
related to her area of  ministry can reach church staffer 
Peg Broughton at 704-295-4812 or peg@mpumc.org. 
Ellen’s plans, she says, include “a balance of  true Sab-
bath, time for rest, visiting with friends and family, and 
something to bring back for the benefit of  the church.”

Several grandmothers at church have launched a sweet, • 
informal ministry, teaching their granddaughters to sew 
as together they make colorful dresses for little girls in 
Africa. The group hopes to connect with Rev. Michelle 
Shrader’s ministry to distribute the fruits of  their labor. 
The grandmas and granddaughters: Tonia Fuller and Re-
ese Wells, Jackie Spears and Elle Boyle, Diana Clarkson 

and Kate Clarkson, Sue Knape and Merrit Goodman, 
and Lane Carter and Virginia Carter.

Church member Matthew Buie, son of  Charles and • 
Elizabeth Buie, was awarded a Stigall scholarship by the 
Charlotte chapter of  the American Guild of  Organists 
to continue his organ studies. Matthew, 14, is working 
with Director of  Music Jimmy Jones.

Look for the next issue of  • Intersection in July, with a story 
and photos on Jennie Dugan’s World Race, the Chancel 
Choir’s trip to Europe, sheltering youth from the storm, 
a reflection from newly arriving Minister of  Missions 
Rev. Nathan Arledge and more. The church magazine is 
mailed to homes and available around the campus.

Continued Inside...

Talking at the MeckMin Forum.

Continued Inside...

What would you do if  a stranger with a 
fanny pack showed up unannounced at 

your Disciple Bible 
Study class? Would 
you extended a hand 
of  welcome even 
if  the stranger was 
of  another color or 
culture or seemed 
somehow to be lost or 
in distress?

That question has been weighing on me 
since the stranger pulled a gun out of  
his fanny pack and gave new meaning to 
“Charleston.” How long will the mention 
of  that beautiful city spark thoughts of  an 
act too ugly to imagine? And so here we are 
again as a society – confronted with evil, the 
issues that spiral from it, and the questions 
that never seem to have an answer. What 
do we do about racism? Mental illness? 
Guns? And now, after Charleston, another 
question: Will we open our heart the next 
time a stranger with a fanny pack shows up 
unannounced at our door?

If  nothing else, shocks to the soul like 
Charleston immediately inspire responses 
that seem more do-able: Removing a 
symbol of  racism, the Confederate flag. 

Getting houses of  worship to reexamine 
security. It also moves us to revisit the 
tougher issues, the ones that linger long 
after headlines from a Sandy Hook or 
Charleston have faded: Guns. How best to 
reach the mentally ill.  What to do about 
the racial, cultural and class divide in which 
resentments  fester and grow. I was amazed 
– 300 people turned out on a sweltering 
night to join in a MeckMin conversation on 
all this. Many of  us hunger to get past our 
differences, and we understand the need to 
keep talking. Charleston, in particular, has 
raised another other set of  issues: What to 
do about the political and societal filth that 
lives on the Internet, preying on dark souls 
like Dylann Roof.

Two new displays tell 
our stories in beautiful 
photographs: Along 
the hallway near the 
Goodness Gracious! 
gift shop hang photos 
from the Outpour 2015 
week of  community 
service. Photos from the 
latest mission trips to 
Costa Rica are displayed 
upstairs in the Parish Life 
Building, not far from 
the work room. Take a 
moment to celebrate the 
missions, the fun and the 
faces of  those serving 
God.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

ELLEN ROBISON’S SABBATICAL, SEWING TOGETHER CHARLESTON
Reflections On Race, Faith, The Future

A Conversation On Faith

At Emanuel, prayer.



ANNUAL CONFERENCE ADDRESSES 
CHARLESTON AND MORE

By Melissa McGill

Myers Park United Methodist Church was well-represented 
at the Western North Carolina Annual Conference of  the 
United Methodist Church at Lake Junaluska. More than 
2,000 pastors and church members gathered from across the 
Conference to conduct church business and renew spirits. 
The theme was Until the Whole World Hears, a quote from a 
contemporary Christian worship song by Casting Crowns. Held 
in the midst of  the Charleston tragedy, the Conference dis-
cussed racism and prayed for those affected by the violence. 
Other highlights included commissioning and ordination of  
new pastors, and election of  delegates to the 2016 General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences. Here are Myers Park United 
Methodist highlights: 

In addition to pastoral staff, church members Sandy • 
Hieronymus, Lisa Euwer, Virginia Herrick, Julia Hite, 
Robert Lutz and church staffer Melissa McGill served as 
delegates.
Dr. James Howell and Sandy Hieronymus were elected • 
delegates to General Conference in 2016, the quadrennial 
meeting of  the global church set for May 10-20, 2016, in 
Portland, Ore.
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier was elected a trustee • 
of  The Children’s Home in Winston-Salem.

Assistant Director of  Communications Melissa McGill • 
was re-elected to the Conference Commission on Com-
munications. 
Church member Laurie Guy presented the report of  the • 
conference Council of  Administration and Finance and 
led discussion and approval of  the 2016 budget.
Rev. Sarah Howell and Rev. George Ragsdale led • Disciple 
Dialogues – Sarah on Ministry of  Belonging: Ways People Enter 
the Church and George on Resources for Engaging the Commu-
nity with the Gospel.
At the Ordination of  Deacons and Elders, Rev. Meredith • 
Martin, daughter of  church members Rick and Kathy 
Poe, was ordained a Deacon. Former church staffer Rev. 
Erin Beall was ordained an Elder.
Among resolutions discussed, one proposed that the • 
Western North Carolina Conference petition the 2016 
General Conference to remove the sentence in the Book 
of  Discipline that states: “The United Methodist Church 
does not condone the practice of  homosexuality and 
considers this practice incompatible with Christian teach-
ing.” The petition was not adopted by the conference. 
Further discussion will take place at General Conference.
Turn to www.wnccumc.org for details.• 

Continued From Front Page...
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In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Margaret Lynn Knox Poole, wife of  Ed Poole, who died on June 
11, 2015. James Elford Nash, father of  James Nash, who died 
on June 13, 2015. Vernon Mull, father of  Christine Mull, who 
died on June 20, 2015. Evelyn M. McManus, sister of  Audrey 
Chadwick, who died on June 21, 2015. Elizabeth N. Campbell, 
sister of  Fred Newton, who died on June 24, 2015.  

Weddings
Dorothea Hollowell and James Lee Chambers, married June 19, 
2015, at church. Catherine Bagwell and Miles Bumgarner, married 
June 20, 2015, at church.

love. They were following in Jesus’ footsteps and offering 
forgiveness. At Emanuel AME Church, they were doing 
exactly what we at Myers Park are on a journey to learn how 
to do, exactly what our nation needs to do: Offer forgiveness 
and hope, that others might follow God’s teachings, stop the 
violence and understand that we need to know each other 
and trust each other. Our neighbors at Emanuel have set an 
example. I hope we can measure up. 

Pick Up Our Cross, Ron Knape 
It may begin with eloquent sermons, prayers for the broken 
that make you want to scream “Lord, Hear Our Prayer,” and 
a hymn not meant to be sung dry-eyed, like It Is Well With My 
Soul. But it cannot end there. To be “well with our souls” will 
require more from us than words and music. For Charlotte, 
it may have started when 300 people of  many persuasions 
answered a call from the MeckMin interfaith coalition to 
meet at Queens University’s Belk Chapel to talk about 

A Freedom School summer snapshot: A volunteer and a young scholar 
share the joy of  reading. Photo by Kate Bernard.

At Annual Conference, Rev. Erin Beall, former associate minister, was ordained as an Elder. Also pictured, Bishop J. Lawrence McCleskey, 
Bishop Thomas B. Stockton and Rev. George Ragsdale, all former ministers at Myers Park United Methodist and Western North Carolina 

Bishop Larry Goodpaster. Photo provided by the Western North Carolina Conference Communications Office.

I thought a lot about what we should say about Charleston 
in our church newsletter, and the answer came quickly: So 
read about Freedom School, Vacation Bible School and how 
we are doing our best to teach children about loving God 
and loving your neighbor. After Charleston, as we continue 

the conversation on all those other fronts, may we recommit 
ourselves to the cause of  growing love, so that we know what 
to do the next time a stranger with a fanny pack shows up 
unannounced at our door.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith

CHARLESTON...

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.
org, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers 
Park United Methodist Church and a cause worth embracing. Support 
is welcome all year round, including financially through the Jubilee Plus! 
fund for local and world outreach and ministry scholarships. Rev. Nathan 
Arledge arrives in early July to become Minister of  Missions. More on 
Nathan in the upcoming Intersection magazine and the Cornerstone.

By Ken Garfield

The beauty of  Freedom School is found in its roots and 
numbers, but mostly in the students learning to change their 
world, and our world as a result. After Charleston, is there a 
more urgent mission?

Freedom School gets its name from the Civil Rights era, when 
Freedom Riders risked their lives for the cause of  equality. 
Since 2004, Freedom School summer programs have offered 
reading, character-building activities and more to 4,000 at-risk 
children and youth in Grades K-8. This summer in Charlotte, 
1,200 students are participating at 19 sites. Myers Park United 
Methodist has hosted and financially sponsored a site each 
summer. Through July 29 at Sedgefield Elementary, 80 
students have their head stuck in books, happily.

The numbers are stirring:

Myers Park United Methodist Church has committed • 
$600,000 to Freedom School since its inception, plus 
extraordinary staff  and volunteer time. This summer, 
400 volunteers are helping, from making snacks 

to chaperoning field trips. Visit www.mpumc.org/
freedomschool2015 to help.

The greatest numbers illustrate the impact:  On average • 
from 2010-2013, 56 percent of  students improved and 
33 percent maintained reading ability, defeating summer 
learning loss 89 percent of  the time.

After Charleston, Freedom School offers hope by giving the 
most fragile youth the knowledge to reject the ways of  despair. 
As Executive Director Mary Nell McPherson told The Observer: 
“Communities wrap their arms around kids and say, ‘These are 
precious resources; this is our future right here.’”

Ministry In The Spotlight
THE CHURCH AND FREEDOM SCHOOL

Charleston and where we go from there. It was unrehearsed. 
It was moving. It was real. But in the end, it was talk. After 
Charleston, I pray that we pick up our cross and work to end 
racism and silence guns.

Church member Ron Knape (center in knit shirt) joins in prayer with 
300 others at a MeckMin forum after Charleston to talk about race 

and violence. Photos by Robert Lahser of  The Observer.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

July 1, 2015

GIVE YOUR GARDEN EXCESS •	 Backyard gardeners 
are encouraged to donate their excess produce to the 
church’s Garden Ministries, to put on the tables of  
our refugee friends in Charlotte. Those interested 
in participating in this new and unique ministry can 
reach church member Mike Farrell at 704-425-3826 or 
mikefarrell1950@gamil.com.

SING IN SUMMER CHOIR •	 All regardless of  
experience are invited to sing in the Summer Choir at the 
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service from July 12 to August 2. 
Gather in the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. on those mornings 
for coffee and doughnuts, then rehearse at 10:15 a.m. 
before singing in worship. You can participate on any or 
all Sundays. Details: Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or 
nancy@mpumc.org.

HYMN SING JULY 26 •	 The Hymns & Hot Dogs hymn 
sing will be at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, July 26, in Jubilee Hall. 
Musicians can bring an instrument and play along. Contact 
Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org. Hot 
dogs, chips and lemonade follow the singing. 

ORGAN RECITAL •	 Dexter Kennedy, recognized as one 
of  the top 20 organists under age 30, will present a free 
recital at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, July 5, in the Sanctuary, part of  
the American Guild of  Organists’ summer recital series.

SUMMER CLASS•	  A summer class is exploring how 
asking questions about faith can lead to spiritual growth. 
The eight-week series is at 9:45 a.m. Sundays through 
July 26 (no class July 5) in Room 105 of  the Parish Life 
Building. It’s open to adults of  all ages. Details: Cynthia 
Lank at lankcw@aol.com.

MEN’S STUDY GROUP•	  A men’s study group focusing 
on prayer is meeting Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
through August 5 in Room 109 of  the Parish Life Building. 
Those interested can reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-
4823 or parker@mpumc.org.

STUDY EZEKIEL •	 Duke Divinity School summer intern 
Michael Conner is leading a study of  the Old Testament 
prophet Ezekiel from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. Wednesdays through 
July 29 in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. The study 
explores the combination of  agony and hope and pain and 
protest to see how Ezekiel is in touch with today’s world, 
showing the need for the Holy Spirit. Those interested in 
participating, or who need child care, can e-mail michael@
mpumc.org.

THE SERMON IN WRITING •	 Want to receive a written 
transcript of  the Sunday sermon each week in the mail? Reach 
Director of  Communications Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or 
ken@mpumc.org.

DR. HOWELL LEADS INTERFAITH GATHERING •	
The Senior Pastor will lead the Interfaith Institute at Wildacres 
in the N.C. mountains on July 27-30 as clergy and laity of  all 
faiths explore Holy Remembering: Discovering God In Memory And 
Scripture. Details: Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL •	 Dr. Howell and Rabbi Murray 
Ezring of  Temple Israel in Charlotte will lead an interfaith 
pilgrimage to Israel November 1-12. The pilgrimage will visit 
sites throughout Israel that are important to both Jewish and 
Christian perspectives. Among the stops: Jerusalem, Old Jaffa, 
Bethlehem, Dead Sea, Tel Aviv, Masada, Golan Heights and 
more. Visit www.mpumc.org for the itinerary and other details. 
Reach Dr. Howell at 704-376-8584 or james@mpumc.org.

DONATE FROM SMARTPHONE  •	
Myers Park United Methodist Church 
offers a mobile version of  its online 
giving page at www.mpumc.org, making it 
easy to give anytime from a smartphone. 



CHARLESTON, VBS AND 
GOD’S STEADFAST LOVE

So what do we do after Charleston? We welcome 285 children 
to church for Vacation Bible School. We surround them with 
the wisdom of  the faith and the loving counsel of  75 youth and 
adult volunteers. We hope that through our tender, continuing 
care, we are able to show them how to do their part. There were 
Bible stories, games and charitable works. Children, for example, 
brought in snacks for kids at The Learning Collaborative, 
peanut butter, granola bars and the like. There was a lot of  
energy, and just as much noise joyful and otherwise. At worship 
one morning in Jubilee Hall, Director of  Children’s Ministries 
Sarah Sumner shared a truth and a promise: “God’s steadfast 
love,” she said, “endures forever.” A prayer perhaps worth 
sharing, after Charleston and after VBS: That all God’s children 
share His steadfast love with a world that needs it.

Ken	Garfield•	

Scenes from Vacation Bible School. Photos by Melissa McGill.



ANNUAL CONFERENCE ADDRESSES 
CHARLESTON AND MORE

By Melissa McGill

Myers Park United Methodist Church was well-represented 
at the Western North Carolina Annual Conference of  the 
United Methodist Church at Lake Junaluska. More than 
2,000 pastors and church members gathered from across the 
Conference to conduct church business and renew spirits. 
The theme was Until the Whole World Hears, a quote from a 
contemporary Christian worship song by Casting Crowns. Held 
in the midst of  the Charleston tragedy, the Conference dis-
cussed racism and prayed for those affected by the violence. 
Other highlights included commissioning and ordination of  
new pastors, and election of  delegates to the 2016 General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences. Here are Myers Park United 
Methodist highlights: 

In addition to pastoral staff, church members Sandy • 
Hieronymus, Lisa Euwer, Virginia Herrick, Julia Hite, 
Robert Lutz and church staffer Melissa McGill served as 
delegates.
Dr. James Howell and Sandy Hieronymus were elected • 
delegates to General Conference in 2016, the quadrennial 
meeting of  the global church set for May 10-20, 2016, in 
Portland, Ore.
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier was elected a trustee • 
of  The Children’s Home in Winston-Salem.

Assistant Director of  Communications Melissa McGill • 
was re-elected to the Conference Commission on Com-
munications. 
Church member Laurie Guy presented the report of  the • 
conference Council of  Administration and Finance and 
led discussion and approval of  the 2016 budget.
Rev. Sarah Howell and Rev. George Ragsdale led • Disciple 
Dialogues – Sarah on Ministry of  Belonging: Ways People Enter 
the Church and George on Resources for Engaging the Commu-
nity with the Gospel.
At the Ordination of  Deacons and Elders, Rev. Meredith • 
Martin, daughter of  church members Rick and Kathy 
Poe, was ordained a Deacon. Former church staffer Rev. 
Erin Beall was ordained an Elder.
Among resolutions discussed, one proposed that the • 
Western North Carolina Conference petition the 2016 
General Conference to remove the sentence in the Book 
of  Discipline that states: “The United Methodist Church 
does not condone the practice of  homosexuality and 
considers this practice incompatible with Christian teach-
ing.” The petition was not adopted by the conference. 
Further discussion will take place at General Conference.
Turn to www.wnccumc.org for details.• 
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In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Margaret Lynn Knox Poole, wife of  Ed Poole, who died on June 
11, 2015. James Elford Nash, father of  James Nash, who died 
on June 13, 2015. Vernon Mull, father of  Christine Mull, who 
died on June 20, 2015. Evelyn M. McManus, sister of  Audrey 
Chadwick, who died on June 21, 2015. Elizabeth N. Campbell, 
sister of  Fred Newton, who died on June 24, 2015.  

Weddings
Dorothea Hollowell and James Lee Chambers, married June 19, 
2015, at church. Catherine Bagwell and Miles Bumgarner, married 
June 20, 2015, at church.

love. They were following in Jesus’ footsteps and offering 
forgiveness. At Emanuel AME Church, they were doing 
exactly what we at Myers Park are on a journey to learn how 
to do, exactly what our nation needs to do: Offer forgiveness 
and hope, that others might follow God’s teachings, stop the 
violence and understand that we need to know each other 
and trust each other. Our neighbors at Emanuel have set an 
example. I hope we can measure up. 

Pick Up Our Cross, Ron Knape 
It may begin with eloquent sermons, prayers for the broken 
that make you want to scream “Lord, Hear Our Prayer,” and 
a hymn not meant to be sung dry-eyed, like It Is Well With My 
Soul. But it cannot end there. To be “well with our souls” will 
require more from us than words and music. For Charlotte, 
it may have started when 300 people of  many persuasions 
answered a call from the MeckMin interfaith coalition to 
meet at Queens University’s Belk Chapel to talk about 

A Freedom School summer snapshot: A volunteer and a young scholar 
share the joy of  reading. Photo by Kate Bernard.

At Annual Conference, Rev. Erin Beall, former associate minister, was ordained as an Elder. Also pictured, Bishop J. Lawrence McCleskey, 
Bishop Thomas B. Stockton and Rev. George Ragsdale, all former ministers at Myers Park United Methodist and Western North Carolina 

Bishop Larry Goodpaster. Photo provided by the Western North Carolina Conference Communications Office.

I thought a lot about what we should say about Charleston 
in our church newsletter, and the answer came quickly: So 
read about Freedom School, Vacation Bible School and how 
we are doing our best to teach children about loving God 
and loving your neighbor. After Charleston, as we continue 

the conversation on all those other fronts, may we recommit 
ourselves to the cause of  growing love, so that we know what 
to do the next time a stranger with a fanny pack shows up 
unannounced at our door.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith

CHARLESTON...

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.
org, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers 
Park United Methodist Church and a cause worth embracing. Support 
is welcome all year round, including financially through the Jubilee Plus! 
fund for local and world outreach and ministry scholarships. Rev. Nathan 
Arledge arrives in early July to become Minister of  Missions. More on 
Nathan in the upcoming Intersection magazine and the Cornerstone.

By Ken Garfield

The beauty of  Freedom School is found in its roots and 
numbers, but mostly in the students learning to change their 
world, and our world as a result. After Charleston, is there a 
more urgent mission?

Freedom School gets its name from the Civil Rights era, when 
Freedom Riders risked their lives for the cause of  equality. 
Since 2004, Freedom School summer programs have offered 
reading, character-building activities and more to 4,000 at-risk 
children and youth in Grades K-8. This summer in Charlotte, 
1,200 students are participating at 19 sites. Myers Park United 
Methodist has hosted and financially sponsored a site each 
summer. Through July 29 at Sedgefield Elementary, 80 
students have their head stuck in books, happily.

The numbers are stirring:

Myers Park United Methodist Church has committed • 
$600,000 to Freedom School since its inception, plus 
extraordinary staff  and volunteer time. This summer, 
400 volunteers are helping, from making snacks 

to chaperoning field trips. Visit www.mpumc.org/
freedomschool2015 to help.

The greatest numbers illustrate the impact:  On average • 
from 2010-2013, 56 percent of  students improved and 
33 percent maintained reading ability, defeating summer 
learning loss 89 percent of  the time.

After Charleston, Freedom School offers hope by giving the 
most fragile youth the knowledge to reject the ways of  despair. 
As Executive Director Mary Nell McPherson told The Observer: 
“Communities wrap their arms around kids and say, ‘These are 
precious resources; this is our future right here.’”

Ministry In The Spotlight
THE CHURCH AND FREEDOM SCHOOL

Charleston and where we go from there. It was unrehearsed. 
It was moving. It was real. But in the end, it was talk. After 
Charleston, I pray that we pick up our cross and work to end 
racism and silence guns.

Church member Ron Knape (center in knit shirt) joins in prayer with 
300 others at a MeckMin forum after Charleston to talk about race 

and violence. Photos by Robert Lahser of  The Observer.



The Cornerstone invited three church members to 
explore the meaning of  the Charleston tragedy, 
and where we go from here. Dr. Howell’s sermon 
delivered on the first Sunday after the tragedy can be 
found at www.mpumc.org. MeckMin, the interfaith 
organization in which this church has long been 
active, is hosting a summer series of  community 
conversations on Monday evenings. Visit www.
meckmin.org for details.

Love And Compassion, Peter Huff 
Everyone wants and needs to know that 
they matter – black, white, Southerner, 

Northerner, whatever label society puts on 
us. The aftermath of  the tragedy that took nine lives shows that Charleston is a city that 
can reach across divisions and show unity through Christ’s love and compassion. I grew up 
in Charleston. I’m proud of  the faith community and the leadership role the churches have 
taken. Let us show everyone that they matter by being the hands, feet and heart of  Christ.

Love And Forgiveness, Carla Cornelius 
When I heard the news, I was out of  town, away from my usual Internet, newspaper and the 
like. Returning home, I was sure I’d read about riots and more violence in response to these 
horrible killings. Instead, I heard church members in Charleston talking about forgiveness and 

TAKE A TOUR OF ROOM 111 (THE CHURCH LIBRARY)
The Cornerstone asked church member/newsletter contributor Laurie 
Anne Walden to visit the Church Library and tell us all about it.

Did you know our Church Library has Fast Food Nation by 
Eric Schlosser? And These High, Green Hills by Jan Karon? 
You might expect to find The New Interpreter’s Bible (all 12 
volumes) and The Naked Christian (not as exciting as it 
sounds), but what about a DVD of  Gandhi?

Church member Linda Myers, who chairs the Library Com-
mittee,  gave me a tour and explained that the library is an 
expansion of  the original Archives Room. Church members 
donated shelving and furniture. The library has an impres-
sive collection of  books, audio books and DVDs that you 
can borrow for up to two months. Curriculum material is 
also available for teachers.

Borrowing is self-serve: Fill out a checkout card and leave 
it at the desk. You can also reserve books online at www.

mpumc.org. Look under the News and Publications tab to find 
Church Library.

The library stocks mostly recent editions, although I spotted  
tantalizingly antique-looking volumes in the reference sec-
tion. Book donations are usually accepted. Check with Rev. 
Barbara Barden before bringing anything in. You can also 
sponsor a book on the library’s wish list.

Whether you need material for a class, a title from the United 
Methodist Women reading list, something to help you through 
a tough time or a light read for the beach, there’s probably a 
book for you. If  you’re looking for C. S. Lewis’ The Screwtape 
Letters…well, I’ll have that one back soon.

The Church Library is in Room 111 in the Parish Life Building. 
Reach Barbara Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

Minister of  Worship and the Arts Rev. Ellen Robison is • 
on sabbatical through August 30. Those with a question 
related to her area of  ministry can reach church staffer 
Peg Broughton at 704-295-4812 or peg@mpumc.org. 
Ellen’s plans, she says, include “a balance of  true Sab-
bath, time for rest, visiting with friends and family, and 
something to bring back for the benefit of  the church.”

Several grandmothers at church have launched a sweet, • 
informal ministry, teaching their granddaughters to sew 
as together they make colorful dresses for little girls in 
Africa. The group hopes to connect with Rev. Michelle 
Shrader’s ministry to distribute the fruits of  their labor. 
The grandmas and granddaughters: Tonia Fuller and Re-
ese Wells, Jackie Spears and Elle Boyle, Diana Clarkson 

and Kate Clarkson, Sue Knape and Merrit Goodman, 
and Lane Carter and Virginia Carter.

Church member Matthew Buie, son of  Charles and • 
Elizabeth Buie, was awarded a Stigall scholarship by the 
Charlotte chapter of  the American Guild of  Organists 
to continue his organ studies. Matthew, 14, is working 
with Director of  Music Jimmy Jones.

Look for the next issue of  • Intersection in July, with a story 
and photos on Jennie Dugan’s World Race, the Chancel 
Choir’s trip to Europe, sheltering youth from the storm, 
a reflection from newly arriving Minister of  Missions 
Rev. Nathan Arledge and more. The church magazine is 
mailed to homes and available around the campus.
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Talking at the MeckMin Forum.

Continued Inside...

What would you do if  a stranger with a 
fanny pack showed up unannounced at 

your Disciple Bible 
Study class? Would 
you extended a hand 
of  welcome even 
if  the stranger was 
of  another color or 
culture or seemed 
somehow to be lost or 
in distress?

That question has been weighing on me 
since the stranger pulled a gun out of  
his fanny pack and gave new meaning to 
“Charleston.” How long will the mention 
of  that beautiful city spark thoughts of  an 
act too ugly to imagine? And so here we are 
again as a society – confronted with evil, the 
issues that spiral from it, and the questions 
that never seem to have an answer. What 
do we do about racism? Mental illness? 
Guns? And now, after Charleston, another 
question: Will we open our heart the next 
time a stranger with a fanny pack shows up 
unannounced at our door?

If  nothing else, shocks to the soul like 
Charleston immediately inspire responses 
that seem more do-able: Removing a 
symbol of  racism, the Confederate flag. 

Getting houses of  worship to reexamine 
security. It also moves us to revisit the 
tougher issues, the ones that linger long 
after headlines from a Sandy Hook or 
Charleston have faded: Guns. How best to 
reach the mentally ill.  What to do about 
the racial, cultural and class divide in which 
resentments  fester and grow. I was amazed 
– 300 people turned out on a sweltering 
night to join in a MeckMin conversation on 
all this. Many of  us hunger to get past our 
differences, and we understand the need to 
keep talking. Charleston, in particular, has 
raised another other set of  issues: What to 
do about the political and societal filth that 
lives on the Internet, preying on dark souls 
like Dylann Roof.

Two new displays tell 
our stories in beautiful 
photographs: Along 
the hallway near the 
Goodness Gracious! 
gift shop hang photos 
from the Outpour 2015 
week of  community 
service. Photos from the 
latest mission trips to 
Costa Rica are displayed 
upstairs in the Parish Life 
Building, not far from 
the work room. Take a 
moment to celebrate the 
missions, the fun and the 
faces of  those serving 
God.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

ELLEN ROBISON’S SABBATICAL, SEWING TOGETHER CHARLESTON
Reflections On Race, Faith, The Future

A Conversation On Faith

At Emanuel, prayer.




