
With Freedom School, the church-sponsored 
program for children and youth, starting June 16, 
the Cornerstone asked staffer Becky Abernethy to 
refl ect on how the ministry has touched her heart. 
Eighty kids will enjoy a summer of  reading, fi eld 

trips, being mentored by 
young teachers, and being 
reminded that there are 
no limits to what life can 
offer. Freedom School 
runs through July 29. 
Visit www.mpumc.org/
freedomschool2015 to get 
involved.

“My passion and 
vocation will collide 
for the seventh 
consecutive summer, 

as I am given the gift and charge to focus 
energy and time on all things Freedom 
School. As Local Missions Coordinator, I 
cheer on our Freedom School Leadership 
Team, shepherd our laity toward this life-
changing ministry, and relate with staff  

and scholars at our Sedgefi eld Elementary 
School site. It exhilarates and challenges me. 
But mostly I fi nd myself  deeply grateful 
for the opportunity to work with those so 
faithful, daring and committed. The face of  
God shines bright on this ministry.” 

VBS, ANNUAL CONFERENCE, A SECOND HELPING
• Some 285 children will participate in a joyful ministry: 

Vacation Bible School, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. June 
22-25. This year’s theme is G Force: God’s Love In Action. 
Kids ages four through fi fth grade will enjoy Bible sto-
ries, outreach, worship and more. Eighty-fi ve adult and 
youth volunteers will make it happen. Registration has 
closed. Other upcoming children’s offerings: Summer 
Fun Days July 13-17 and 20-24, and Performing Arts 
Camp August 10-14.

• Turn to www.wnccumc.org for news of  the Annual 
Conference of  The United Methodist Church June 17-
21 in Lake Junaluska. Several thousand clergy and laity 
from Conference congregations will conduct church 
business and share worship and fellowship. Myers Park 
United Methodist delegates are Lisa Euwer, Virginia 
Herrick, Julia Hite and Robert Lutz.

• Church members Bill and Phyllis Spier begin the 11th 
season of  A Second Helping on June 20, collecting 
unusued food from vacationers heading home from 
Holden Beach, N.C. They’ve totaled more than 140,000 
pounds of  goods for the needy in Brunswick County 
– so far. Visit www.secondhelping.us to learn more, 
including getting this going in other communities.

• Church member Dr. John Clarkson received the pres-
tigious Lucien Howe Medal for distinguished service 
in ophthalmology from the American Ophthalmologi-
cal Society. He is executive director and CEO of  the 
American Board of  Ophthalmology and dean emeritus 
at the University of  Miami Miller School of  Medicine.

• More graduate news: Christopher Ohl, son of  Matt 
and Suzy Ohl, received a Masters of  Science degree in 
Health Informatics from the College of  Computing and 
Informatics at UNC Charlotte.

Director of  Youth Ministries shares news of  Confi rmation. To learn 
more, reach her at 704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org.

Confi rmation is soon to be back 
in session at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. Having moved 
Confi rmation from seventh to 
eighth grade, we start a new class 
of  Confi rmands on September 13.  
Confi rmation will meet Sundays 
from 6:00 to 7:45 p.m. in the Youth 
Building. The evening will include a 
meal, worship, large-group teaching 
and small groups. We are expecting 
75 to 80 students to participate in the 
Confi rmation journey. 

I am leading the Confi rmation team, working alongside 
Rev. Parker Haynes and Mollie Grooms, our Middle School 
Youth Associate. Our team is on the lookout for adults to 
serve as mentors for small groups. Those interested can 
contact me.

The curriculum has been revised. We are excited that this 
foundational journey will be more interactive, including 
dinners with Dr. Howell, Bishop Larry Goodpaster, visits 
to different houses of  worship and two retreats. Confi rma-
tion is a yearlong journey that teaches students about God, 
the church, Scripture, worship, the Sacraments, spiritual gifts 
and missions. Our goal is that students will learn to live a 
life of  faith.

To learn more about any aspect of  Youth Ministries, visit www.
mpumc.org.

The Adults Plus! folks gathered in Jubilee 
Hall recently to mark the 30th anniversary 

of  the ministry. There 
were scrapbooks, a 
sweet video (watch 
it at www.mpumc.
org), beautiful music, 
memories of  friends 
no longer with us, 
a visit from former 
associate pastor Ron 

Robinson, and beef  tips over egg noodles. 
Oh how this 55-and-over crowd loves a 
good meal…

Amid the celebration, I was reminded 
of  something I’ve come to believe about 
church, and life. It’s all about relationships. 
We yearn for a bond with another person 
that reminds us we are not alone, the 
kind of  bond that can fi ll our days with 
hope. Home, work, the sanctuary where 
we worship – we search for meaning in 
all these places, and we often fi nd it in the 

connection we are able to make with others 
seeking the same thing. Often it’s a spouse 
or sibling or son or daughter. Sometimes 
it’s a neighbor or the colleague in the 
cubicle beside yours or a good listener who 
can turn 18 holes into more than a walk 
down a fairway.

Adults Plus!, the church weekend at Camp 
Tekoa featured inside today’s Cornerstone, 
Sunday School, H.O.T. Wednesday, 
singing in the choir – the church gives us 
a thousand opportunities to know God. 
Watching my friends of  a more mature age 
lift up the 30 years they have been sharing 
each other’s life story, I was reminded of  
how deeply we seek to know each other.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes 
about church life. Have a good story worth sharing 
with the congregation? Reach him at 704-295-
4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

An invitation to all the 
backyard gardeners 
out there: You are 
encouraged to donate 
your excess produce this 
season to the church’s 
Garden Ministries, which 
will put it on the tables 
of  our refugee friends 
and neighbors making a 
home in Charlotte. What 
a blessing for them to 
receive, and for gardeners 
to give. To participate in 
this new effort, contact 
church member Mike 
Farrell at 704-425-3826 or 
mikefarrell1950@gmail.
com.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

CONFIRMATION CLASS IS TAKING SHAPE ‘The Face Of  God’
A PERSONAL WORD 
ABOUT FREEDOM SCHOOL

A Conversation On Faith

Becky Abernethy

Lauren Stines

A few of  our friends from Freedom Schools of  sum-
mers past.



MEET THE SUMMER INTERNS
Each summer, Myers Park United Methodist Church 
welcomes interns to serve and learn – and the Cornerstone 
helps the congregation get to know them. Church member 
Elizabeth Beecy, daughter of  Steve and Mary Martha Beecy, 
is working with Youth Ministries. Church member Kate 
Bernard, daughter of  Joe and Tracey Bernard, is working 
with Freedom School. Michael Conner is the Duke Divinity 
School intern.

Elizabeth Beecy

Michael Conner

Kate Bernard

WHERE YOU ARE IN 
SCHOOL: Just fi nished second 
year in the M.Div. program at 
Duke Divinity School. Earned a 
B.A. degree in Biblical Literature 
from Indiana Wesleyan University.

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO AT CHURCH: 
“Soaking up wisdom from the 
pastors in order to discern my own 
future vocation within The United 

Methodist Church. I’m excited to 
work with Freedom School and Refugee Help Center.”

FAVORITE TV SHOW OR MOVIE: The Offi ce, Parks 
and Recreation and 30 Rock. “The holy trinity,” he calls the 
three TV comedies. 

WHAT YOUR FAITH MEANS TO YOU: “That those 
who follow Jesus reject the patterns of  belonging formed 
in us by the rest of  the world. The Christian faith breaks 
down barriers – racial, cultural, linguistic, economic, spa-
tial, etc. – and brings together people who, if  left to their 
own desires, would not seek to love and know each other.”

WHERE YOU ARE IN SCHOOL: 
Rising sophomore at Wofford College.

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO AT CHURCH: 
“I’m excited about getting to work 
and connect with a variety of  people 
within the church, and serve again on 
summer mission trips. I’m also excited 
to see the other side of  Youth Minis-
tries.”

FAVORITE TV SHOW OR MOVIE: 
Friends.

WHAT YOUR FAITH MEANS TO YOU: “My faith is a 
source of  comfort, hope and inspiration. Throughout each 
aspect of  my life, I know God’s love is seen through every-
thing, which brings me tremendous joy.”

WHERE YOU ARE IN SCHOOL: 
Rising sophomore at University of  
Georgia.

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO AT CHURCH: “I’m 
looking forward to working in the 
place where I grew up. I did CHAMP 
and Freedom School (volunteering) all 
through high school, so I am thrilled 
to have the opportunity to keep work-
ing with these kids.”

FAVORITE TV SHOW OR MOVIE: Orange Is The New 
Black (TV) and Cheaper by the Dozen (movie).

WHAT YOUR FAITH MEANS TO YOU: “My faith 
allows me to wake up every day knowing that I am uncondi-
tionally loved.”

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Norman H. Reichard, father of  Jim Reichard and grandfather of  
Josh and Charley Reichard, who died on May 15, 2015. Marion 
Rogers Tigniere Creswell, grandmother of  Deirdre Blaton, who 
died on May 22, 2015. William “Bill” Goff  Jones, husband of  
Chris Jones, father of  Brian Jones and grandfather of  Ella and 
William Jones, who died on May 27, 2015. Julia C. Trice, wife 
of  Charlie Trice, mother of  Jean Deason and grandmother of  
Charlie and Lauren Deason, who died on June 3, 2015. Gladys 
C. Payseur, mother of  Sandra Vaughan and grandmother of  
Dale Vaughan, who died on June 4, 2015.

Babies
Charlotte Theodora Ross, daughter of  Jennifer and Jack Ross and 
sister of  Ella Ross, born on May 5, 2015. Nora Callihan Hetrick, 
daughter of  Kelly and Chad Hetrick and sister of  Carter 
Hetrick, born on May 6, 2015.

Weddings
Morgan Carter and Alex Mauney, married June 6, 2015, at Bald 
Head Island. Jennifer Flaningam and Brian Doolittle, married June 
13, 2015, at church.

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.org, 
Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park 
United Methodist and a cause worth embracing. Support is welcome all 
year round, including fi nancially through the Jubilee Plus! fund for local 
and world outreach and scholarships.

Through the congregation’s prayer, time, money and other 
resources, the partnership between the church and Urban 

Ministry Center is furthering a grand 
cause: Ending chronic homelessness in 
Charlotte by the end of  2016.

Urban Ministry is one of  the city’s 
signature ministries to the least of  these, 
offering a soup kitchen, counseling 
sessions, winter shelter and  a dozen-
plus other programs. Based at the old 
Seaboard train near center city, Urban 
Ministry’s reach is startling: Some 7,000 
people are served each year. An average 

of  468 come each day for services. More 
than 98,000 lunches were served at the soup kitchen in 2014. 
Moore Place is permanent home to 175 formerly chronically 
homeless men and women. Plans are in the works to expand 
Moore Place and build other apartments for the homeless, part 
of  the city’s  goal of  making sure all have shelter.

Myers Park United Methodist helps make this happen: Since 
2012, the church has given $170,650 to Urban Ministry 
Center – $100,000 of  that for Moore Place expansion. Church 
members volunteer their time and talents in many ways, 
including at Room In The Inn, the winter effort in which 
congregations and other institutions welcome neighbors to 
gyms and fellowship spaces for a meal and shelter. Church 

member Greg Wells coordinates Myers Park’s Room In The 
Inn. In 2014, more than 360 men, women and children took 
shelter for 34 nights in the Youth Building. As he has shared, 
the inspiration for this partnership with Urban Ministry Center 
comes from Hebrews: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

One other inspiration, reminding us that life is blessed most by 
relationships: Michael Norton suffered demons that left him 
homeless, until he transformed himself  with God’s help. Part 
of  his journey included fi nding Myers Park United Methodist, 
where he endeared himself  to many with his energy and 
warmth. He died in 2010 after a brief  struggle with cancer. He 
was 51 – far too short a life, but long enough for Michael to 
have made a mark. Thanks to a donation from the church he 
loved, the lobby of  Moore Place is named for Michael Norton.

Ministry In The Spotlight
THE CHURCH AND URBAN MINISTRY CENTER

Michael Norton

She did it, as this stunning photograph 
shared with us by The Observer illustrates. 
Church member Harriette Thompson – a 
cancer survivor at age 92, having recently 
lost her beloved husband Sydnor – fi nished 
the San Diego Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon. 
That’s Harriette’s son Brenny crossing the 
fi nish line with her as she became the oldest 
woman to run a marathon. Harriette ran to 
raise money for the Leukemia & Lympho-
ma Society. In doing so, she proved to the 
world (her feat received worldwide press, 
including in Korea, organist Dongho Lee 
reports) that pluck and faith can take you a 
long way. Like 26.2 miles in seven hours 24 
minutes 36 seconds. Talk about an inspira-
tion, the Cornerstone wishes it had a dime for 
every time we heard someone say, “How 
about that Harriette?”

Lunch with a smile at the Urban Ministry Center.

Michael Connor

Elizabeth Beecy

Kate Bernard



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

June 17, 2015

• OPERA CAROLINA WORKSHOP Rising eighth- to 
12th-graders are invited to an Opera Carolina workshop 
at the church from 10:00 am. to 4:00 p.m. July 27-31 and 
August 3-8. The workshop features music, drama, singing 
curriculum and more, and culminates in performances of  
Dido and Aeneus at 7:00 p.m. August 7-8 in Jubilee Hall. 
Auditions are June 20. The two-week workshop costs $325. 
Some aid is available. Reach Ashley Lam at 704-332-7177 
(ext. 109) or academy@operacarolina.org.

• STUDY EZEKIEL Duke Divinity School summer 
intern Michael Conner will lead a six-week study of  
the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel from 7:00 to 8:15 
p.m. Wednesdays from June 24 to July 29 in Room 110 
of  the Parish Life Building. The study will explore the 
combination of  agony and hope and pain and protest to 
see how Ezekiel is in touch with today’s world, showing us 
the need for the Holy Spirit. Child care will be provided if  
there’s enough interest. Those wanting to participate in the 
study can e-mail michael@mpumc.org.

• MEN’S STUDY GROUP FORMING A men’s study 
group focusing on prayer will meet Wednesdays from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m. from June 24 to August 5, the room number 
to be determined. Those interested can reach Rev. Parker 
Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org.

• MISSION: HAITI June 26 is the deadline to sign up for 
the mission trip to Bayonnais, Haiti, on October 14-21. Rev. 
Nathan Arledge, who arrives in early July to become Minister 
of  Missions, will be a part of  the trip. Details: Trip leader Steve 
Breckenridge at 704-231-1138 or sbreckenridge@carolina.
rr.com.

• CLASS ASKS QUESTIONS A summer class on Sunday 
mornings is exploring how asking questions about faith can 
lead to spiritual growth. The eight-week series is at 9:45 a.m. 
Sundays through July 26 (no class July 5) in Room 105 of  the 
Parish Life Building. The class is open to adults of  all ages 
and may be of  special interest to those whose class takes the 
summer off. Details: church member Cynthia Lank at lankcw@
aol.com.

• THE SERMON IN WRITING Want to receive a written 
transcript of  the Sunday sermon each week in the mail? Reach 
Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or 
ken@mpumc.org.

• DR. HOWELL LEADS INTERFAITH GATHERING 
The Senior Pastor will lead the Interfaith Institute at Wildacres 
in the N.C. mountains on July 27-30 as clergy and laity of  all 
faiths explore Holy Remembering: Discovering God In Memory And 
Scripture. Details: Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL Dr. Howell and Rabbi Murray 
Ezring of  Temple Israel in Charlotte will lead an interfaith 
pilgrimage to Israel November 1-12. The pilgrimage will visit 
sites throughout Israel that are important to both Jewish and 
Christian perspectives. Visit www.mpumc.org for the itinerary 
and other details. Reach Dr. Howell at 704-376-8584 or james@
mpumc.org.

• DONATE FROM SMARTPHONE 
Myers Park United Methodist Church 
offers a mobile version of  its online 
giving page at www.mpumc.org, making it 
easy to give anytime from a smartphone. 

YOGA STARTS JUNE 24 

Rev. Melanie Dobson, a registered yoga teacher, will lead 
six yoga classes from 9:45 to 11:00 a.m. Wednesdays 

starting June 24 in Room 031 
downstairs in the Snyder Building. 
The class is open to all levels, and 
will use the Scripture verse for that 
Sunday’s sermon as a theme. Melanie 
refl ects: “I began the practice of  
yoga more than 10 years ago to 
help in adapting to a body with 
chronic illness. Yoga not only has 
great physical benefi ts of  greater 

fl exibility and strength, it also calms and centers the mind 
and opens the spirit. Yoga can bring great healing and 
greater serenity.” To learn more, visit www.mpumc.org/
smallgroups.

Dr. Melanie Dobson



AH, FELLOWSHIP
Praise God for fellowship. And zip lines. The Memorial Day 
church weekend at Camp Tekoa in Hendersonville drew 88 kids, 
moms, dads and assorted others to the mountains for a weekend 
of  rope swings, songs around the campfi re, rocking on the porch 
and hiking in the woods. But it was about more than that. In 
this world of  deadlines and commitments and “What time is our 
youth baseball game on Saturday?,” a weekend away offers refuge. A 
chance to breathe deeply. Time for conversation, laughter and 
informal worship among friends. We come to Myers Park United 
Methodist to know God. We go on the Camp Tekoa weekend 
to become reacquainted with friends and neighbors. To see 
our spouse and kids in a fresh light. To fi nd ourselves. Thanks 
to Children’s Ministries’ Jenna Zello for the photos, and to all 
the staffers and church members who planned and pulled off  
this special time together. Remember, the next Memorial Day 
gathering, and a chance to get far from the madding crowd, is less 
than a year away.

• Ken Garfi eld

Families enjoying the fun at Camp Tekoa over Memorial Day weekend.



MEET THE SUMMER INTERNS
Each summer, Myers Park United Methodist Church 
welcomes interns to serve and learn – and the Cornerstone 
helps the congregation get to know them. Church member 
Elizabeth Beecy, daughter of  Steve and Mary Martha Beecy, 
is working with Youth Ministries. Church member Kate 
Bernard, daughter of  Joe and Tracey Bernard, is working 
with Freedom School. Michael Conner is the Duke Divinity 
School intern.

Elizabeth Beecy

Michael Conner

Kate Bernard

WHERE YOU ARE IN 
SCHOOL: Just fi nished second 
year in the M.Div. program at 
Duke Divinity School. Earned a 
B.A. degree in Biblical Literature 
from Indiana Wesleyan University.

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO AT CHURCH: 
“Soaking up wisdom from the 
pastors in order to discern my own 
future vocation within The United 

Methodist Church. I’m excited to 
work with Freedom School and Refugee Help Center.”

FAVORITE TV SHOW OR MOVIE: The Offi ce, Parks 
and Recreation and 30 Rock. “The holy trinity,” he calls the 
three TV comedies. 

WHAT YOUR FAITH MEANS TO YOU: “That those 
who follow Jesus reject the patterns of  belonging formed 
in us by the rest of  the world. The Christian faith breaks 
down barriers – racial, cultural, linguistic, economic, spa-
tial, etc. – and brings together people who, if  left to their 
own desires, would not seek to love and know each other.”

WHERE YOU ARE IN SCHOOL: 
Rising sophomore at Wofford College.

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO AT CHURCH: 
“I’m excited about getting to work 
and connect with a variety of  people 
within the church, and serve again on 
summer mission trips. I’m also excited 
to see the other side of  Youth Minis-
tries.”

FAVORITE TV SHOW OR MOVIE: 
Friends.

WHAT YOUR FAITH MEANS TO YOU: “My faith is a 
source of  comfort, hope and inspiration. Throughout each 
aspect of  my life, I know God’s love is seen through every-
thing, which brings me tremendous joy.”

WHERE YOU ARE IN SCHOOL: 
Rising sophomore at University of  
Georgia.

WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO AT CHURCH: “I’m 
looking forward to working in the 
place where I grew up. I did CHAMP 
and Freedom School (volunteering) all 
through high school, so I am thrilled 
to have the opportunity to keep work-
ing with these kids.”

FAVORITE TV SHOW OR MOVIE: Orange Is The New 
Black (TV) and Cheaper by the Dozen (movie).

WHAT YOUR FAITH MEANS TO YOU: “My faith 
allows me to wake up every day knowing that I am uncondi-
tionally loved.”

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Norman H. Reichard, father of  Jim Reichard and grandfather of  
Josh and Charley Reichard, who died on May 15, 2015. Marion 
Rogers Tigniere Creswell, grandmother of  Deirdre Blaton, who 
died on May 22, 2015. William “Bill” Goff  Jones, husband of  
Chris Jones, father of  Brian Jones and grandfather of  Ella and 
William Jones, who died on May 27, 2015. Julia C. Trice, wife 
of  Charlie Trice, mother of  Jean Deason and grandmother of  
Charlie and Lauren Deason, who died on June 3, 2015. Gladys 
C. Payseur, mother of  Sandra Vaughan and grandmother of  
Dale Vaughan, who died on June 4, 2015.

Babies
Charlotte Theodora Ross, daughter of  Jennifer and Jack Ross and 
sister of  Ella Ross, born on May 5, 2015. Nora Callihan Hetrick, 
daughter of  Kelly and Chad Hetrick and sister of  Carter 
Hetrick, born on May 6, 2015.

Weddings
Morgan Carter and Alex Mauney, married June 6, 2015, at Bald 
Head Island. Jennifer Flaningam and Brian Doolittle, married June 
13, 2015, at church.

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.org, 
Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park 
United Methodist and a cause worth embracing. Support is welcome all 
year round, including fi nancially through the Jubilee Plus! fund for local 
and world outreach and scholarships.

Through the congregation’s prayer, time, money and other 
resources, the partnership between the church and Urban 

Ministry Center is furthering a grand 
cause: Ending chronic homelessness in 
Charlotte by the end of  2016.

Urban Ministry is one of  the city’s 
signature ministries to the least of  these, 
offering a soup kitchen, counseling 
sessions, winter shelter and  a dozen-
plus other programs. Based at the old 
Seaboard train near center city, Urban 
Ministry’s reach is startling: Some 7,000 
people are served each year. An average 

of  468 come each day for services. More 
than 98,000 lunches were served at the soup kitchen in 2014. 
Moore Place is permanent home to 175 formerly chronically 
homeless men and women. Plans are in the works to expand 
Moore Place and build other apartments for the homeless, part 
of  the city’s  goal of  making sure all have shelter.

Myers Park United Methodist helps make this happen: Since 
2012, the church has given $170,650 to Urban Ministry 
Center – $100,000 of  that for Moore Place expansion. Church 
members volunteer their time and talents in many ways, 
including at Room In The Inn, the winter effort in which 
congregations and other institutions welcome neighbors to 
gyms and fellowship spaces for a meal and shelter. Church 

member Greg Wells coordinates Myers Park’s Room In The 
Inn. In 2014, more than 360 men, women and children took 
shelter for 34 nights in the Youth Building. As he has shared, 
the inspiration for this partnership with Urban Ministry Center 
comes from Hebrews: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

One other inspiration, reminding us that life is blessed most by 
relationships: Michael Norton suffered demons that left him 
homeless, until he transformed himself  with God’s help. Part 
of  his journey included fi nding Myers Park United Methodist, 
where he endeared himself  to many with his energy and 
warmth. He died in 2010 after a brief  struggle with cancer. He 
was 51 – far too short a life, but long enough for Michael to 
have made a mark. Thanks to a donation from the church he 
loved, the lobby of  Moore Place is named for Michael Norton.
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She did it, as this stunning photograph 
shared with us by The Observer illustrates. 
Church member Harriette Thompson – a 
cancer survivor at age 92, having recently 
lost her beloved husband Sydnor – fi nished 
the San Diego Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon. 
That’s Harriette’s son Brenny crossing the 
fi nish line with her as she became the oldest 
woman to run a marathon. Harriette ran to 
raise money for the Leukemia & Lympho-
ma Society. In doing so, she proved to the 
world (her feat received worldwide press, 
including in Korea, organist Dongho Lee 
reports) that pluck and faith can take you a 
long way. Like 26.2 miles in seven hours 24 
minutes 36 seconds. Talk about an inspira-
tion, the Cornerstone wishes it had a dime for 
every time we heard someone say, “How 
about that Harriette?”

Lunch with a smile at the Urban Ministry Center.
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With Freedom School, the church-sponsored 
program for children and youth, starting June 16, 
the Cornerstone asked staffer Becky Abernethy to 
refl ect on how the ministry has touched her heart. 
Eighty kids will enjoy a summer of  reading, fi eld 

trips, being mentored by 
young teachers, and being 
reminded that there are 
no limits to what life can 
offer. Freedom School 
runs through July 29. 
Visit www.mpumc.org/
freedomschool2015 to get 
involved.

“My passion and 
vocation will collide 
for the seventh 
consecutive summer, 

as I am given the gift and charge to focus 
energy and time on all things Freedom 
School. As Local Missions Coordinator, I 
cheer on our Freedom School Leadership 
Team, shepherd our laity toward this life-
changing ministry, and relate with staff  

and scholars at our Sedgefi eld Elementary 
School site. It exhilarates and challenges me. 
But mostly I fi nd myself  deeply grateful 
for the opportunity to work with those so 
faithful, daring and committed. The face of  
God shines bright on this ministry.” 

VBS, ANNUAL CONFERENCE, A SECOND HELPING
• Some 285 children will participate in a joyful ministry: 

Vacation Bible School, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. June 
22-25. This year’s theme is G Force: God’s Love In Action. 
Kids ages four through fi fth grade will enjoy Bible sto-
ries, outreach, worship and more. Eighty-fi ve adult and 
youth volunteers will make it happen. Registration has 
closed. Other upcoming children’s offerings: Summer 
Fun Days July 13-17 and 20-24, and Performing Arts 
Camp August 10-14.

• Turn to www.wnccumc.org for news of  the Annual 
Conference of  The United Methodist Church June 17-
21 in Lake Junaluska. Several thousand clergy and laity 
from Conference congregations will conduct church 
business and share worship and fellowship. Myers Park 
United Methodist delegates are Lisa Euwer, Virginia 
Herrick, Julia Hite and Robert Lutz.

• Church members Bill and Phyllis Spier begin the 11th 
season of  A Second Helping on June 20, collecting 
unusued food from vacationers heading home from 
Holden Beach, N.C. They’ve totaled more than 140,000 
pounds of  goods for the needy in Brunswick County 
– so far. Visit www.secondhelping.us to learn more, 
including getting this going in other communities.

• Church member Dr. John Clarkson received the pres-
tigious Lucien Howe Medal for distinguished service 
in ophthalmology from the American Ophthalmologi-
cal Society. He is executive director and CEO of  the 
American Board of  Ophthalmology and dean emeritus 
at the University of  Miami Miller School of  Medicine.

• More graduate news: Christopher Ohl, son of  Matt 
and Suzy Ohl, received a Masters of  Science degree in 
Health Informatics from the College of  Computing and 
Informatics at UNC Charlotte.

Director of  Youth Ministries shares news of  Confi rmation. To learn 
more, reach her at 704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org.

Confi rmation is soon to be back 
in session at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. Having moved 
Confi rmation from seventh to 
eighth grade, we start a new class 
of  Confi rmands on September 13.  
Confi rmation will meet Sundays 
from 6:00 to 7:45 p.m. in the Youth 
Building. The evening will include a 
meal, worship, large-group teaching 
and small groups. We are expecting 
75 to 80 students to participate in the 
Confi rmation journey. 

I am leading the Confi rmation team, working alongside 
Rev. Parker Haynes and Mollie Grooms, our Middle School 
Youth Associate. Our team is on the lookout for adults to 
serve as mentors for small groups. Those interested can 
contact me.

The curriculum has been revised. We are excited that this 
foundational journey will be more interactive, including 
dinners with Dr. Howell, Bishop Larry Goodpaster, visits 
to different houses of  worship and two retreats. Confi rma-
tion is a yearlong journey that teaches students about God, 
the church, Scripture, worship, the Sacraments, spiritual gifts 
and missions. Our goal is that students will learn to live a 
life of  faith.

To learn more about any aspect of  Youth Ministries, visit www.
mpumc.org.

The Adults Plus! folks gathered in Jubilee 
Hall recently to mark the 30th anniversary 

of  the ministry. There 
were scrapbooks, a 
sweet video (watch 
it at www.mpumc.
org), beautiful music, 
memories of  friends 
no longer with us, 
a visit from former 
associate pastor Ron 

Robinson, and beef  tips over egg noodles. 
Oh how this 55-and-over crowd loves a 
good meal…

Amid the celebration, I was reminded 
of  something I’ve come to believe about 
church, and life. It’s all about relationships. 
We yearn for a bond with another person 
that reminds us we are not alone, the 
kind of  bond that can fi ll our days with 
hope. Home, work, the sanctuary where 
we worship – we search for meaning in 
all these places, and we often fi nd it in the 

connection we are able to make with others 
seeking the same thing. Often it’s a spouse 
or sibling or son or daughter. Sometimes 
it’s a neighbor or the colleague in the 
cubicle beside yours or a good listener who 
can turn 18 holes into more than a walk 
down a fairway.

Adults Plus!, the church weekend at Camp 
Tekoa featured inside today’s Cornerstone, 
Sunday School, H.O.T. Wednesday, 
singing in the choir – the church gives us 
a thousand opportunities to know God. 
Watching my friends of  a more mature age 
lift up the 30 years they have been sharing 
each other’s life story, I was reminded of  
how deeply we seek to know each other.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes 
about church life. Have a good story worth sharing 
with the congregation? Reach him at 704-295-
4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

An invitation to all the 
backyard gardeners 
out there: You are 
encouraged to donate 
your excess produce this 
season to the church’s 
Garden Ministries, which 
will put it on the tables 
of  our refugee friends 
and neighbors making a 
home in Charlotte. What 
a blessing for them to 
receive, and for gardeners 
to give. To participate in 
this new effort, contact 
church member Mike 
Farrell at 704-425-3826 or 
mikefarrell1950@gmail.
com.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

CONFIRMATION CLASS IS TAKING SHAPE ‘The Face Of  God’
A PERSONAL WORD 
ABOUT FREEDOM SCHOOL

A Conversation On Faith

Becky Abernethy

Lauren Stines

A few of  our friends from Freedom Schools of  sum-
mers past.




