
Myers Park United Methodist is seeking a 
Director of  Engagement to help execute 
one of  the church’s top priorities this year 
and beyond: Getting people engaged in, and 
fi red up about, ministry.

A Search Committee made up of  laity and 
clergy is forming to fi nd the person who 
possesses, among other gifts, experience in 
outreach and an entrepreneur’s heart. As 
the ad posted on the home page of  www.
mpumc.org states, the man or woman who 
fi lls the position will help congregants 
“discern their calling to their ministry both 
within the life of  the church and outside 

the walls of  the church.” The Director of  
Engagement will work closely with church 
members, clergy and other staff, connecting 
people with a variety of  opportunities, from 
teaching to tutoring to working the sound 
board on Sunday morning to serving the 
needy and much more.

The decision to create this new job grows 
out of  strategic initiatives spotlighted by 
senior leadership at the church. There is no 
timetable to fi ll the position. Applications 
are still being accepted.

FRIENDSHIP TRAYS, AND A GLIMPSE OF LIFE
For Frank Potter and all the other church members who 
have been delivering Friendship Trays for years, there comes 
a moment when the door opens, you glance inside, and you 
know you’re doing some good.

Frank, 73, says he can usually tell when his visit is the only 
one some people will receive that day. He has a sense when 
one spouse is taking care of  another. He’s delivered Friend-
ship Tray meals to people with dementia, who aren’t sure 
what he’s doing at their door. He’s had people in wheelchairs 
ask him to carry their meal to the table. He’s always struck 
when he goes to a house, the blinds are closed and the only 
light is coming from the TV turned to a daytime show.

Frank recently received a framed certifi cate marking 20 years 
of  delivering meals. Now that he’s retired, he has more time 
to knock on the doors of  the elderly, handicapped, con-
valescing and poor, sometimes two or three times a week. 
Church member Connie Owen has been delivering meals 
25 years, and Debbie White 20 years. Rufus Dalton and Jen 
Rothacker are among the other church members who have 
been a part of  the effort. To contribute time or money, visit 
www.friendshiptrays.org.

Each weekday, up to 720 meals are delivered in Mecklenburg 
County. It takes 1,300 volunteers to get the job done, 120 on 
any given day, folks like Frank Potter who are reminded of  
what life looks like each time the door opens and someone 
is there to take their meal.

Continued On The Insert...

• Samuel Hayes Friddle, son of  Terry and Marilyn Friddle, graduated 
from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md. He was commissioned 
as an Ensign and will report to fl ight school in the Fall. Charlotte 
Parrott, daughter of  Steve and Margot Parrott, graduated from UNC-
Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of  Arts degree in English. Will Walton, son 
of  Bill Walton and Debbie White, graduated from UNC Kenan-Flagler 
Business School with a Bachelor of  Science degree in Business Admin-
istration with a concentration in Finance and Commercial Real Estate. 
He’ll work for Berkeley Capital Advisors, a real estate investment broker-
age fi rm in Charlotte.

• The congregation recently wrapped 30 high school seniors in blankets – 
the Senior Recognition Sunday celebration in which the church pledges to, 
as the liturgy declares, “surround these graduates with a community of  
love and forgiveness…” The tradition includes lunch, family photos on the 
church lawn (some kids still wrapped in a favorite family blanket), then-
and-now shots in the worship bulletin, and at least one grandfather coming 
by the next day for an extra bulletin. 

Randez Jamario Brown is gone. But 
maybe the heartbreak 
of  losing this 
little boy with the 
mischievous smile and 
wacky nicknames can 
save the lives of  other 
kids struggling in the 
water this summer. 
Isn’t that we are called 

to do? Take the hand of  those in trouble 
and lead them to higher ground?

Some of  you remember the story, but 
most will have let it slip from memory, 
such is the drumbeat of  life and loss. 
Randez was a fi xture at our church, an 
11-year-old from Southside Homes who 
attended Sedgefi eld Elementary and 

found joy here in worship, the CHAMP 
mentoring program 

and other ways we 
shape the lives of  
kids at risk. The 
photograph inside? 
That’s Randez having 
a blast at CHAMP 
Camp at church. 
As his obituary in 
March 2014 shared, 
he was good-hearted, 
handsome, generous, 
a little goofy and 
always considerate. 

His personality was larger than life, which 
explains why he answered to Moon, 
Frenchie, Chocolate Gigante and Smiley.

Two upcoming 
receptions, details inside: 
At noon Sunday, May 31, 
a lemonade-on-the-lawn 
reception (indoors in bad 
weather) will welcome 
the summer interns, 
including Duke Divinity 
School’s Michael Conner 
and Youth Ministries’ 
Elizabeth Beecy and 
Kate Bernard. At noon 
Sunday, June 7, a second 
lemonade on the lawn 
(also indoors if  it rains) 
will give the congregation 
a chance to say good-bye 
to Rev. Ashley Douglas as 
she leaves for Atlanta.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

HAIL, MORE GRADUATES

CHURCH SEEKS ENGAGEMENT DIRECTOR

A Conversation On Faith

REMEMBERING RANDEZ

Randez Brown

HARRIETTE, REMEMBER TO 
DRINK A LOT OF WATER
Can we get another “You go, girl” for our favorite 92-year-old 
marathoner? At press time, health permitting, church member 
Harriette Thompson was planning to fl y to San Diego with 
her son, Brenny, to run the San Diego Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon 
on Sunday, May 31. She does this most every year, for the fun 
(and maybe the attention!) and because it benefi ts the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society. Harriette’s a cancer survivor. She lost 
her beloved Sydnor to cancer on January 27. In case anyone’s 
counting, Harriette ran the 26.2 miles last year in seven hours 
seven minutes 42 seconds. We’ll let you know if  she beats that, 
not that a 92-year-old running a marathon isn’t victory enough.Harriette Thompson

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines with 
three seniors on Senior Sunday, May 17. 

Photo by Ellen Spence.



A MESSAGE FROM ALLIE, AND OTHERS
The recent story on the friendship between church member 
Lauren Reilly and Allie Healy of  Franklin, Wis., inspired sev-
eral tender responses. The story, which appeared in the May 
13 Cornerstone and can be read at www.mpumc.org, shared 
the love and illness that united these two young women, 
until Lauren’s death on March 20 at age 25.
“Our family kept Lauren busy in the (Sunday morning) 
church nursery for several years, and she baby-sat for us 
at our home a lot as well,” wrote church member Jessica 
Mitchell. “It’s comforting to know she had someone so 
close to her throughout her last days with the disease.”
Former church staffer Elaine Dickson texted a simple re-
sponse: “Such sweet girls.”
The last word goes to Allie, who continues battling the pain 
that comes with the disease known as RSD. “The tribute you 
wrote is beautiful, and the photos you chose happen to be 
my favorite with Lauren. It warmed my heart and was ex-
actly what I needed to lift my spirits. My nurses in Milwau-
kee, who are currently caring for me in the hospital, enjoyed 
reading it, too, as did my family. Fortunately, last night the 
doctors found the blood clot in my lung just in time – saved 
my life.”
Allie and Lauren met at Rush University Medical Center 
in Chicago. Their friendship fl ourished in person and by 
phone, mail and computer. Allie attended Lauren’s celebra-
tion of  life service at this church, then returned the next day 
to spend some quiet time in the Sanctuary, so moved was 
she by this place and its people.
Those who want to tell Allie that the church will always keep 
her close to heart can reach her at allio418@yahoo.com.

OUR CHOIR IN EUROPE
Unless you’ve been hiding under a rock, you probably know the Chancel Choir and 34 friends traveled to Austria 
and Czech Republic, singing God’s praises at four programs and visiting some amazing places. It’s been all over 
www.mpumc.org and elsewhere, in videos and photos. This summer’s Intersection magazine will have a big splash, 
thanks in large part to church staffer (and traveling techie) Jim Deal, who joined the journey. Consider these photos 
a taste of  what Director of  Music Jimmy Jones knew would be a “transcendent” experience.

Photos clockwise: The Chancel Choir in Salzburg Cathedral; Singing in St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna; The dome of  Salzburg 
Cathedral; Sightseeing in Austria at the Salzach River; Beethoven’s gravestone in Vienna. Photos shared by Jim Deal, 

Alina MacNichol, Kathryn Melton and Amanda Williams.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Orville Stanley Smith Jr., father of  Grant Smith, grandfather of  
Grant Smith Jr. and Janna Laughridge and great-grandfather 
of  Lila and Parker Laughridge, who died on May 3, 2015. 
Peg Smith, sister-in-law of  Linda and Bo Turner and great-aunt 
of  Elam Turner and Dylan and Brayden Bush, who died on 
May 9, 2015. Thomas Ray Murphy, father of  Mark Murphy and 
grandfather of  Drew and Lilly Murphy, who died on May 10, 
2015. Vernon Wayne McDonald, brother of  Duran McDonald, 
uncle of  Jenny Willard and great-uncle of  Mac and Anna 
Grace Willard, who died on May 10, 2015. Jean Bowers Warren, 
mother of  Randy Warren and grandmother of  Harry and 

Davis Warren, who died on May 11, 2015. Ellen Burgess Turner, 
mother of  Bo Turner, great-grandmother of  Elam Turner and 
Dylan and Brayden Bush, aunt of  Gena Barnett and great-
aunt of  Ellen Spence and Kim Young, who died on May 12, 
2015. Terry Smith, brother of  Linda Turner and great-uncle 
of  Elam Turner and Dylan and Brayden Bush, who died on 
May 14, 2015. Maxwell E. Cox, uncle of  Randy Brantley and 
great-uncle of  Erin Blatchford and Lori Stockdale, who died 
on May 20, 2015.

Babies
Campbell Grace Petrik, daughter of  Megan and Chris Petrik, 
born on March 13, 2015. Kerridy Anne O’Neal, daughter of  
Anna and Chris O’Neal, born on May 2, 2015.  

Soul sisters Lauren (left in both photos) and Allie. 
Photos provided by Allie.

Rev. Ashley Douglas leaves June 11 to become Director of  Children 
and Family Formation at Haygood Memorial United Methodist Church 

in Atlanta. The appointment will allow 
her to live in the same city as her fi ancée, 
Drake Brookins. Here, Ashley refl ects on 
her time at Myers Park United Methodist. 
A reception to wish her well will be at 
noon Sunday, June 7, on the church lawn 
(inside in bad weather). To contribute to a 
love offering, checks can be made out to the 
church with Ashley Douglas on the memo 
line and brought to the reception, placed in 
the offering plate, dropped off  at the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby or mailed to 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

Rev. Barbara Barden will work with the UMW and Women’s Retreat 
after Ashley’s departure.

There is a time and a season for everything says the writer 
of  Ecclesiastes. This writer must have been familiar with 
transitions. In my time of  transition, I’ve refl ected on the 
year that I’ve gotten to know this amazing church. I’ve been 

enriched by the people, and ministries I’ve seen bloom. I 
am thankful for the joys of  sweet friendships and beautiful 
moments shared with Myers Park United Methodist Church.

In my time here, I have grown close to women through our 
Women’s Ministries. There are fresh ideas in place to sync 
United Methodist Women with the needs of  women in our 
church family. I hope that moms with young children will 
come together and be supported through Mommy Sundays, 
which you’ll hear more about this summer. I hope our Sisters in 
Christ mentorship program connects generations. All of  these 
initiatives and more will be offered through the UMW.

I ask that you pray for me as I leave this amazing place. 
Haygood Memorial United Methodist is an historic, red-brick 
church down the road from Emory University’s campus. 
It’s a sweet neighborhood congregation that nourishes 700 
families. I will have the blessed privilege of  growing the 
children’s ministry. Hundreds of  children enter the doors of  
the church each week. I will get to invite them in to see and 
be transformed by Jesus. I will be the leader of  the crayon 
brigades, and the teller of  the Jesus story. How cool is that?

Ashley Headed To Atlanta:
‘SWEET FRIENDSHIPS, BEAUTIFUL MOMENTS’

Rev. Ashley Douglas



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

May 27, 2015
• RECEPTION FOR INTERNS A lemonade-on-the-

lawn reception (indoors in bad weather) at noon Sunday, 
May 31, will welcome the summer interns, including Duke 
Divinity intern Michael Conner and Youth Ministries’ 
Elizabeth Beecy and Kate Bernard. Michael has arrived. To 
offer him a word of  welcome, reach him at 704-295-4808 
or michael@mpumc.org. His offi ce in in Room 237 in the 
Parish Life Building. 

• YOGA CLASS Rev. Melanie Dobson, a registered yoga 
teacher, will lead six yoga classes from 9:45 to 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays starting June 24 in Room 031 downstairs in the 
Snyder Building. The class is open to all levels, and will use 
the Scripture verse for that Sunday’s sermon as a theme. To 
learn more, visit www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

• HEALlNG SERVICE A healing service open to the 
congregation and community will be at 6:00 p.m. Sunday, 
June 7, in Francis Chapel.

• DONATE GIFTS FOR KIDS Church member Catie 
Holshouser, age 15, has launched a drive to collect small 
gifts for boys and girls ages 3-16 who attend The Trinity’s 
Table weekly lunch at South Tryon Community Church. 
The project is called Christmas In July. Donations can go in 
the box in the lobby of  the Parish Life Building: Coloring 
books, crafts, fun soaps and lotions, care games, LEGOS 
and the like. The deadline to donate is Monday, June 1.

• FREEDOM SCHOOL The church’s annual summer 
program for 80 at-risk children and youth is June 16 to 
July 29 at Sedgefi eld Elementary School. Among the 
opportunities to help: Reading to the kids, and providing  
snacks such as cookies and trail mix. Sign up at www.
mpumc.org/freedomschool2015. To provide snacks, reach 
Sandy Hieronymus at Sandyh46@aol.com. To read, reach 
Sterling Savage at sterlingsavage.53@gmail.com. For more, 
reach Becky Abernethy at 704-295-4826 or babernethy@
mpumc.org.

• H.O.T. WEDNESDAY The last H.O.T. Wednesday of  
the season (and Wednesday Holy Communion service in 
Francis Chapel) is May 27.

• CHARLOTTE FAMILY HOUSING This month, the 
church celebrates its partnership with Charlotte Family 
Housing. Visit www.mpumc.org to learn more. Coming in 
June: The partnership with Urban Ministry Center. Donations 
are welcome all year round to the Jubilee Plus! fund supporting 
local and world outreach and scholarships.

• SUMMER ELECTIVE CLASS A series of  classes this 
summer will explore how asking questions about our Christian 
faith can lead to spiritual growth. The eight-week series will 
be 9:45 a.m. Sundays from May 31 to July 26 (no class July 5) 
in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building. Among the topics: 
Taking The Bible Seriously, Stories Of  Creation and Lives Of  Jesus. 
The class is open to adults of  all ages. Details: church member 
Cynthia Lank at lankcw@aol.com.

• PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL Dr. Howell and Rabbi Murray 
Ezring of  Temple Israel in Charlotte will lead an interfaith 
pilgrimage to Israel November 1-12. The pilgrimage will visit 
sites throughout Israel that are important to both Jewish and 
Christian perspectives. Visit www.mpumc.org for the itinerary 
and other details. Reach Dr. Howell at 704-376-8584 or 
james@mpumc.org.

• SUPPORT THE CHURCH LIBRARY Want to support 
the Church Library (Room 111 in the Parish Life Building)? 
You can donate a book in honor or memory of  a loved one 
with a bookplate. Books available for donation are at the 
library desk, along with easy instructions for making payment 
and designating a memorial. Questions? Reach Rev. Barbara 
Barden at 704-295-4813 or e-mail library@mpumc.org.

• TOUR THE CHURCH Church member David Dulin leads 
tours of  the church Sundays at noon, starting in the Sanctuary 
narthex. He calls it A Little Art, A Little Architecture, A Little 
History. To schedule a tour, reach him at 704-650-3217 or 
ddulin@uwcentralcarolinas.org.

• DONATE FROM 
SMARTPHONE 
Myers Park United Methodist Church 
offers a mobile version of  its online 
giving page at www.mpumc.org, 
making it easy to give anytime from a 
smartphone. 



A Conversation On Faith

REMEMBERING RANDEZ...

The YMCA of  Greater Charlotte will offer free 
Safety Around Water instruction this summer to 300 children at six 

largely African American and Hispanic apartment complexes. Two 
statistics illustrate the need: Three kids die each day from drowning. 

Sixty percent of  kids who drown are within 10 feet of  safety. 
Visit www.ymcacharlotte.org to learn more.

Continued From Front Page...

Randez drowned last year trying to rescue his little sister 
Samiyah from rushing waters in a creek near their home. 
Neighbors believe they were playing in a culvert that empties 

into a pond near Interstate 77. Samiyah, 
7, survived. Randez did not. Four days 
later, on what would have been his 12th 
birthday, family, friends and neighbors 
gathered to release balloons, sing “Happy 
Birthday” and weep.

Today we remember Randez, not just 
with sad smiles but with support for a 
unique summer program at apartment 
communities across Charlotte. Our 
church has given $3,000 to the YMCA of  
Greater Charlotte in memory of  Randez, 

for its Safety Around Water initiative. The Y will provide free 
swim instruction to 300 kids at six apartment complexes in 
largely African American and Hispanic communities. As the Y’s 
Molly Thompson shared with me, African American kids ages 
fi ve to 14 are three times more likely to drown than their white 
counterparts. This program is a national effort, and our Y is one 
of  10 in the country that will offer Safety Around Water. Kids 
will learn to climb out of  the pool on their own, swim on their 
stomach for at least 6½ feet, and jump in deep water and return 
to the wall. It’s the sort of  stuff  your kids and mine picked up 
long ago at the beach or neighborhood swim club. But it’s stuff  
too many others never had the chance to learn on a carefree 
summer afternoon.

This church of  ours, we change lives through worship, music, 
Bible study, small groups, charity, preschool, holiday offerings 
and all the rest. This summer, we’ll change lives in another way. 
In memory of  a child who answered to Smiley.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church life.

Samiyah

Randez and friends keeping cool at CHAMP Camp.



A MESSAGE FROM ALLIE, AND OTHERS
The recent story on the friendship between church member 
Lauren Reilly and Allie Healy of  Franklin, Wis., inspired sev-
eral tender responses. The story, which appeared in the May 
13 Cornerstone and can be read at www.mpumc.org, shared 
the love and illness that united these two young women, 
until Lauren’s death on March 20 at age 25.
“Our family kept Lauren busy in the (Sunday morning) 
church nursery for several years, and she baby-sat for us 
at our home a lot as well,” wrote church member Jessica 
Mitchell. “It’s comforting to know she had someone so 
close to her throughout her last days with the disease.”
Former church staffer Elaine Dickson texted a simple re-
sponse: “Such sweet girls.”
The last word goes to Allie, who continues battling the pain 
that comes with the disease known as RSD. “The tribute you 
wrote is beautiful, and the photos you chose happen to be 
my favorite with Lauren. It warmed my heart and was ex-
actly what I needed to lift my spirits. My nurses in Milwau-
kee, who are currently caring for me in the hospital, enjoyed 
reading it, too, as did my family. Fortunately, last night the 
doctors found the blood clot in my lung just in time – saved 
my life.”
Allie and Lauren met at Rush University Medical Center 
in Chicago. Their friendship fl ourished in person and by 
phone, mail and computer. Allie attended Lauren’s celebra-
tion of  life service at this church, then returned the next day 
to spend some quiet time in the Sanctuary, so moved was 
she by this place and its people.
Those who want to tell Allie that the church will always keep 
her close to heart can reach her at allio418@yahoo.com.
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Unless you’ve been hiding under a rock, you probably know the Chancel Choir and 34 friends traveled to Austria 
and Czech Republic, singing God’s praises at four programs and visiting some amazing places. It’s been all over 
www.mpumc.org and elsewhere, in videos and photos. This summer’s Intersection magazine will have a big splash, 
thanks in large part to church staffer (and traveling techie) Jim Deal, who joined the journey. Consider these photos 
a taste of  what Director of  Music Jimmy Jones knew would be a “transcendent” experience.
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Cathedral; Sightseeing in Austria at the Salzach River; Beethoven’s gravestone in Vienna. Photos shared by Jim Deal, 

Alina MacNichol, Kathryn Melton and Amanda Williams.
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and Family Formation at Haygood Memorial United Methodist Church 

in Atlanta. The appointment will allow 
her to live in the same city as her fi ancée, 
Drake Brookins. Here, Ashley refl ects on 
her time at Myers Park United Methodist. 
A reception to wish her well will be at 
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line and brought to the reception, placed in 
the offering plate, dropped off  at the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby or mailed to 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

Rev. Barbara Barden will work with the UMW and Women’s Retreat 
after Ashley’s departure.

There is a time and a season for everything says the writer 
of  Ecclesiastes. This writer must have been familiar with 
transitions. In my time of  transition, I’ve refl ected on the 
year that I’ve gotten to know this amazing church. I’ve been 

enriched by the people, and ministries I’ve seen bloom. I 
am thankful for the joys of  sweet friendships and beautiful 
moments shared with Myers Park United Methodist Church.
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United Methodist Women with the needs of  women in our 
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Myers Park United Methodist is seeking a 
Director of  Engagement to help execute 
one of  the church’s top priorities this year 
and beyond: Getting people engaged in, and 
fi red up about, ministry.

A Search Committee made up of  laity and 
clergy is forming to fi nd the person who 
possesses, among other gifts, experience in 
outreach and an entrepreneur’s heart. As 
the ad posted on the home page of  www.
mpumc.org states, the man or woman who 
fi lls the position will help congregants 
“discern their calling to their ministry both 
within the life of  the church and outside 

the walls of  the church.” The Director of  
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members, clergy and other staff, connecting 
people with a variety of  opportunities, from 
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board on Sunday morning to serving the 
needy and much more.

The decision to create this new job grows 
out of  strategic initiatives spotlighted by 
senior leadership at the church. There is no 
timetable to fi ll the position. Applications 
are still being accepted.
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one spouse is taking care of  another. He’s delivered Friend-
ship Tray meals to people with dementia, who aren’t sure 
what he’s doing at their door. He’s had people in wheelchairs 
ask him to carry their meal to the table. He’s always struck 
when he goes to a house, the blinds are closed and the only 
light is coming from the TV turned to a daytime show.

Frank recently received a framed certifi cate marking 20 years 
of  delivering meals. Now that he’s retired, he has more time 
to knock on the doors of  the elderly, handicapped, con-
valescing and poor, sometimes two or three times a week. 
Church member Connie Owen has been delivering meals 
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Rothacker are among the other church members who have 
been a part of  the effort. To contribute time or money, visit 
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County. It takes 1,300 volunteers to get the job done, 120 on 
any given day, folks like Frank Potter who are reminded of  
what life looks like each time the door opens and someone 
is there to take their meal.
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He’ll work for Berkeley Capital Advisors, a real estate investment broker-
age fi rm in Charlotte.

• The congregation recently wrapped 30 high school seniors in blankets – 
the Senior Recognition Sunday celebration in which the church pledges to, 
as the liturgy declares, “surround these graduates with a community of  
love and forgiveness…” The tradition includes lunch, family photos on the 
church lawn (some kids still wrapped in a favorite family blanket), then-
and-now shots in the worship bulletin, and at least one grandfather coming 
by the next day for an extra bulletin. 

Randez Jamario Brown is gone. But 
maybe the heartbreak 
of  losing this 
little boy with the 
mischievous smile and 
wacky nicknames can 
save the lives of  other 
kids struggling in the 
water this summer. 
Isn’t that we are called 

to do? Take the hand of  those in trouble 
and lead them to higher ground?

Some of  you remember the story, but 
most will have let it slip from memory, 
such is the drumbeat of  life and loss. 
Randez was a fi xture at our church, an 
11-year-old from Southside Homes who 
attended Sedgefi eld Elementary and 

found joy here in worship, the CHAMP 
mentoring program 

and other ways we 
shape the lives of  
kids at risk. The 
photograph inside? 
That’s Randez having 
a blast at CHAMP 
Camp at church. 
As his obituary in 
March 2014 shared, 
he was good-hearted, 
handsome, generous, 
a little goofy and 
always considerate. 

His personality was larger than life, which 
explains why he answered to Moon, 
Frenchie, Chocolate Gigante and Smiley.

Two upcoming 
receptions, details inside: 
At noon Sunday, May 31, 
a lemonade-on-the-lawn 
reception (indoors in bad 
weather) will welcome 
the summer interns, 
including Duke Divinity 
School’s Michael Conner 
and Youth Ministries’ 
Elizabeth Beecy and 
Kate Bernard. At noon 
Sunday, June 7, a second 
lemonade on the lawn 
(also indoors if  it rains) 
will give the congregation 
a chance to say good-bye 
to Rev. Ashley Douglas as 
she leaves for Atlanta.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

HAIL, MORE GRADUATES

CHURCH SEEKS ENGAGEMENT DIRECTOR

A Conversation On Faith

REMEMBERING RANDEZ

Randez Brown

HARRIETTE, REMEMBER TO 
DRINK A LOT OF WATER
Can we get another “You go, girl” for our favorite 92-year-old 
marathoner? At press time, health permitting, church member 
Harriette Thompson was planning to fl y to San Diego with 
her son, Brenny, to run the San Diego Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon 
on Sunday, May 31. She does this most every year, for the fun 
(and maybe the attention!) and because it benefi ts the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society. Harriette’s a cancer survivor. She lost 
her beloved Sydnor to cancer on January 27. In case anyone’s 
counting, Harriette ran the 26.2 miles last year in seven hours 
seven minutes 42 seconds. We’ll let you know if  she beats that, 
not that a 92-year-old running a marathon isn’t victory enough.Harriette Thompson

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines with 
three seniors on Senior Sunday, May 17. 

Photo by Ellen Spence.




