
By Melissa McGill

Church member Steve Breckenridge 
went on a mission trip for the fi rst time 
two years ago, to 
Bayonnais, Haiti. 
“Up to that point,” 
he says, “I actually 
hadn’t thought 
much about fi tting 
mission work 
into my busy 
schedule, but to 
put it simply, I felt 
called to go there 
and try to serve as 
best I could. I felt 
at once completely 
out of  my element, 
but right where I was supposed to be. 
Impoverished rural Haiti is like nothing 

that I had experienced, so I was a little 
surprised at how at ease I felt. I had the 
good fortune to meet our mission partner 
Actionnel Fleurisma, founder and leader 
of  OFCB Ministries. I was inspired by the 
commitment, hope and faith that have so 
signifi cantly lifted up the people of  his 
community.”

On October 14-21, Steve will lead church 
members on the same trip that had such a 
deep impact on him. Those going on the 
trip will shape the agenda and activities. 
Among the options: Help with construction 
of  school buildings, provide English as 
a Second Language (ESL) instruction 
and work with kids. OFCB has been an 
important mission partner for Myers Park 
United Methodist. More than 100 church 
members and families sponsor children in 
Bayonnais through World of  God – children 

Continued Inside..

Steve Breckenridge in 
Haiti in 2013. Photo 
by Melissa McGill.

MAY 15: PRAY FOR THE CHOIR’S EUROPEAN TRIP
Director of  Music Jimmy Jones shares this invitation with the congre-
gation as the Chancel Choir prepares to travel to Austria (including 
Salzburg and Vienna) and Czech Republic (Prague and Nymburk).

“The Chancel Choir leaves for its sec-
ond trip over the pond on Friday, May 
15. A total of  82 people are going – 
48 musicians and 34 ‘groupies.’ I invite 
you to a send-off  as the bus leaves 
the church parking lot, bound for the 
airport. Join us in the Hopedale lot 
across the street from the church at 
3:15 p.m. May 15, weather permitting. 
We’ll form a circle around the group, 

hold hands and pray for the tour, staff  and choir; for the 
witness of  the houses of  worship in which we will sing; and 
for all who wander through those doors as we lift our voices 
to God. To the naked eye, these tours might seem glamor-
ous. I see them as the ultimate challenge, testing the choir’s 
musical skills, endurance, patience, commitment, humor and 
willingness to live in community.

“In all, we will sing four concerts/services, returning home 
May 23. To stand and sing God praises in the holy places 
where choirs have sung for centuries is humbling. For the 
choir to sing a full chord down the nave of  St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral in Vienna, where it will famously reverberate for 
the next eight seconds, will surely be transcendent.”
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Jimmy Jones

• Minister of  Worship and the Arts Rev. Ellen Robison 
will be on sabbatical June 22 to August 30. Her plans, 
she says, include “a balance of  true Sabbath, time for 
rest, visiting with friends and family, and something to 
bring back for the benefi t of  the church.” She’ll attend 
a spiritual formation event at Lake Junaluska, teach for 
a week at Pfeiffer University, and attend two worship 
conferences, one traditional and one contemporary. One 
conference will take her on her fi rst trip to California. 
She plans to drive up the Pacifi c Coast Highway, capped 
with a visit to the Redwoods in Sequoia National Park.

•  A lemonade-on-the-lawn reception at noon Sunday, May 
31 (indoors in bad weather) will welcome the summer 
interns: Michael Conner is the Duke Divinity School 
intern. A native of  Woodstown, N.J., he’s in his second 
year at Duke, on track for a Master of  Divinity degree. 
Youth Ministries’ summer intern is church member Eliz-
abeth Beecy, daughter of  Steve and Mary Martha Beecy. 

Church member Kate Bernard, daughter of  Joe and 
Tracey Bernard, will work as an intern helping Freedom 
School. More on them all in a future Cornerstone.

• Ellen Spence has started as Youth Ministries Coordina-
tor. Among her roles: Sharing Youth Ministries stories 
with parents and the rest of  the congregation.

• Cassandra Cuthbertson has started in the Business Of-
fi ce, working part-time in payroll.

• A fond farewell to Gene Brewster, who left the Mainte-
nance staff  after 11 years to work for the City of  Char-
lotte. Taking his place is Alen Kacevic, son of  long-time 
Maintenance staffer Kemal Kacevic.

• The church seeks a Director of  Engagement to help 
people discern their call. This is a new position. The 
posting is at www.mpumc.org.

A rare disease brought these two young 
women together at Rush University Medical 
Center in Chicago. But their friendship 

blossomed above 
and beyond refl ex 
sympathetic dystrophy 
syndrome, offering 
each of  them comfort 
from the pain, up until 
the moment one of  
them died. The night 
Lauren Reilly died, she 

and Allison Healy were texting back and 
forth about their weekend plans. When the 
texts stopped coming from Lauren, Allison 
fi gured her friend had fallen asleep.

Lauren, 25, belonged to Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. She helped baby-sit the 
infants during Sunday morning worship, 
her beaming face evidence of  how deeply 
she embraced the job. Art and Lynn Reilly 
agree that their daughter found peace in her 
Christian faith, and in this church.     

A Queens University of  Charlotte graduate 
who loved the outdoors and family 
vacations, she was headed for a career in 
nursing. She wanted to work with cancer 
patients. But the disease known as RSD 
took Lauren before she could answer the 
call. RSD causes excruciating pain, its 
victims often suffering from associated 
conditions that demand constant care.

Lauren died on March 20. Her friend 
Allison – everyone calls her Allie –    made 
it to the memorial service with only 
moments to spare. It wasn’t easy traveling 

News from the 
Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden located 
along the outside walls 
of  Francis Chapel: Five 
new benches made of  
Indiana limestone were 
recently installed, offering 
family and friends a place 
of  comfort as they spend 
time with a loved one. The 
Columbarium Committee 
hopes the benches add 
to the tranquility of  the 
setting. To date, 262 niches 
out of  630 have been 
sold. To learn more about 
this ministry, reach Linda 
Edwardsen in the Business 
Offi ce at 704-295-4842 or 
lindae@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

ELLEN’S SABBATICAL; RECEPTION FOR INTERNS

MISSION: HAITI
‘Right Where I Was Supposed To Be’

A Conversation On Faith

ALLIE AND LAUREN

Allie (left) and Lauren’s last photo together in 
August 2014. Photo shared by Allie.



CELEBRATING COLLEGE, GRAD SCHOOL GRADUATES
• Grace Baker, daughter of  Charlie and Gayle Baker, 

graduated from College of  Charleston with a Bachelor 
of  Science degree. She majored in Exercise Science and 
plans to attend nursing school.

• Mary Margaret Dozier, daughter of  Joe and Saribeth 
Dozier, earned a Masters of  Public Health degree in 
Epidemiology from Tulane University School of  Pub-
lic Health and Tropical Medicine. She is working as a 
research associate for The Equinox Group in Lexington, 
Mass.

• Kyle Keller, son of  Kevin and Alyson Keller, graduated 
from East Carolina University with a Bachelor of  Science 
degree in Environmental Health. He works for Mecklen-
burg County as an Environmental Specialist.

• Sam Poole, son of  Lee and Ashley Poole and Bo and 
Karen Weatherly, graduated from UNC Kenan-Flagler 
Business School with an undergraduate business degree 
(concentration in Finance). He will work in Charlotte 
for Banks Street Partners. He is the grandson of  church 
members Fay and Winnie Culbreth.

• Fran Spier Saylor, daughter of  Bill and Phyllis Spier, is 
fi nishing her ministerial studies at Moravian Theological 

Seminary. She’s a candidate for ordained ministry in the 
Moravian Church and will complete her Clinical Pastoral 
Education at Duke Raleigh Hospital in Raleigh.

• Hartman Saylor, grandson of  Bill and Phyllis Spier, 
graduated from Davidson College with a dual degree in 
English and German Studies. Hartman has been awarded 
a Fulbright Teaching Assistantship Grant and will teach 
high school English in Germany.

• Jarrod Summey, husband of  Cathleen Summey, earned 
his Juris Doctorate from North Carolina Central Univer-
sity School of  Law. He plans to pursue a career in law in 
Charlotte.

• Will Weidman, son of  Rick and Bernie Weidman, grad-
uated from UNC Kenan-Flagler Business School with a 
Bachelor of  Science degree in Business Administration. 
He’ll work for Epic, a health care software company near 
Madison, Wis.

• George Whiting III, son of  Pete and Judy Whiting, 
graduated from Hampden-Sydney College with a Bach-
elor of  Arts degree in Economics.

Send graduate news to ken@mpumc.org – graduate’s name, parents’ 
names, school, degree and major, and future plans.

Church youth participated in a team-building exercise that involved….We’ll let Mary Jordan Carpen-
ter take it from here. MJ, 17, daughter of  Beth and Jody Carpenter, is a senior at Myers Park High.

“We attended a low-ropes course at church to build teamwork before our mission trips. 
But don’t be misled by the term ‘low ropes.’ At no point were we suspended in air. We 
were split into teams based on the mission trip we planned to attend, and competed in 
events. Most of  the events involved working as a team to think of  creative solutions for 
the challenges we faced. Most of  our challenges were applicable to the problems we 
might face on our trips, such as a lack of  resources or time. Through the experience, we 
learned one another’s strengths and weaknesses and had fun getting to know everyone.”

CHURCH YOUTH BOND, BUILD TEAMWORK

Church youth (and a few adults) 
grew really close in team-building. 

Photo by Jason Rhymer.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Robert Brent Payne, son of  Linda Castleberry, who died on 
April 14, 2015. Charles (Stiles) Markey, father of  Charlie Markey 
and grandfather of  Chad and Christina Markey, who died 
on April 17, 2015. Ruth Mills Cobb, mother of  Mills Smith 
and grandmother of  Ashley and Parker Smith, who died on 
April 22, 2015. Richard (Dick) John Oelhafen, husband of  Betty 
Oelhafen, father of  Lisa Peterson and Rick Oelhafen and 
grandfather of  Caroline, Taylor and Ashton Peterson and Jack, 
Christina and Henry Oelhafen, who died on April 23, 2015. 
Gena Ziaja, mother of  Alina MacNichol and grandmother of  
Carlin, Ally and Kaity MacNichol, who died on April 24, 2015. 
John Howard Haynie, husband of  Candy Haynie and father of  
Chandler and Kate Haynie, who died on April 27, 2015. Van 
Proffi t, grandfather of  Kevin Proffi t, who died on May 4, 2015. 
Helen K. Chappell, mother of  Greg Chappell and grandmother 
of  Scott Chappell, who died on May 4, 2015. 

John Thomas “Tommy” Adams, brother of  Lynne Brantley, uncle 
of  Erin Blatchford and Lori Stockdale and great-uncle of  
Reagan Blatchford and Scott and Weston Stockdale, who died 
on May 5, 2015.

Babies
George Maxwell (Wells) Givens, son of  Anna and Nathan Givens 
and brother of  Eloise and Miller Givens, born on March 28, 
2015. Lily McKie Edwards, daughter of  Juliann and Andrew 
Edwards and grand-niece of  Lillian Humphries, born on 
March 31, 2015. Addison Ann Gildea, daughter of  Lindsay and 
Patrick Gildea and sister of  John Patrick Gildea, born on April 
22, 2015.

Weddings
Jennifer Toth and Charles Hicks, married May 1, 2015, at church. 
Christina Auer and Ron Corrao, married May 2, 2015, at church. 
Rebecca Ellen Potts and Michael Bates Walsh, married May 9, 2015, 
at church.

who otherwise would have no access to education, many of  
whom have their only daily meal at the OFCB school. 

For Steve, one of  the most memorable moments came during 
a hike to the small mountain community of  Nicholas, where 
OFCB built a school. “At the top of  that mountain, there 
were 200 kids in their uniforms, eager to learn, packed into 
a schoolhouse literally built by hand. It was both joyful and 

humbling. The education of  those children can lift an entire 
community out of  extreme poverty; it’s within our power to 
make that happen.”

Those interested in joining the mission trip can learn more at a meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, May 18, in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. 
Details: Nancy Holmes at Nholmes@mpumc.org.

Continued From Front Page...

Scenes from the hike to the mountain community of  Nicholas and the school built there by OFCB Ministries.
Photos by Melissa McGill and Sandy Hieronymus.

MISSION: HAITI...

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.
org, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers 
Park United Methodist and a cause 
worth embracing. Support is welcome 
all year round, fi nancially through the 
Jubilee Plus! fund for local and world 
outreach and scholarships.

For nearly a decade, Myers 
Park United Methodist Church 
has expressed its love through 
Charlotte Family Housing. The church and ministry are 
close-knit partners, helping families achieve self-suffi ciency. 
More than providing a roof  over their heads, CFH (www.
charlottefamilyhousing.org) helps families navigate life’s 
complexities: Job training; money management; balancing, 
work, home and family; even transforming a church classroom 
into a Christmas shop.

Myers Park United Methodist’s fi nancial support made 
possible the opening of  Elizabeth House, a CFH shelter 
welcoming families for up to 90 days before they move into 
housing. Church volunteers host four weeks a year, providing 
meals, child care, overnight hosts, a listening ear and a million 
smiles. At Christmas, CFH families shop at the Jubilee Store, 
which offers gifts at reduced prices, and honors the dignity of  
all who participate. During the Outpour week of  community 
service, volunteers collected items to fi ll Welcome Baskets for 
new shelter residents. Church members serve on Hope Teams, 
which support families as they move toward stability. The 

church helps sponsor the annual Yellow Brick Road Walk to raise 
money and awareness for the cause.

In a city with an intensifi ed focus on ending homelessness, 
Elizabeth House and other CFH programs offer church 
members a chance to do their part. Says Sydney Warren: “I 
know how just one night without good rest wreaks havoc on 
my family. I can imagine how stressful it can be to function 
like that on an ongoing basis. The more I learned about how 
empowering CFH programs are, the more I wanted to help.”

Ministry In The Spotlight:
THE CHURCH AND CHARLOTTE FAMILY HOUSING

Shopping for Christmas gifts with dignity at the Jubilee Store.
Photo by Ken Garfi eld.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

May 13, 2015

• SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY A tender 
tradition: Graduating high school seniors are honored at 
the three Sanctuary services on Sunday, May 17, as they are 
wrapped in the warmth of  a family blanket by their parents.

• FREEDOM SCHOOL NEARS Freedom School at 
Sedgefi eld Elementary School runs from June 16 to July 29, 
the church-sponsored annual summer program for 80 at-
risk children and youth. Opportunities to serve are at www.
mpumc.org/freedomschool. Volunteers can chaperone 
fi eld trips, be a reading buddy and more. Details: Becky 
Abernethy at 704-295-4826 or babernethy@mpumc.org.

• DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY The closing Service of  Holy 
Communion for those completing Disciple Bible Study will 
be at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. May 27, in Francis Chapel. All 
are invited, including family and friends of  graduates. Child 
care is available by reservation for children up to fi fth grade. 
E-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

• HEALING SERVICE A healing service open to the 
congregation and community will be at 6:00 p.m. Sunday, 
June 7, in Francis Chapel.

• ADULTS PLUS! CELEBRATES The ministry to those 
age 55 and over will celebrate its 30th anniversary at 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday, May 27, in Jubilee Hall with special music, 
memories, guests and more – and the usual warmth of  
fellowship. Lunch follows for $5. For lunch reservations, 
call 704-376-5520 (option two). Details: Christine Mull at 
704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• GIVE BLOOD All are invited to give blood from 7:30 
a.m. to noon Sunday, May 17, in the Youth Building Gym. 
No appointment is needed. Details: Carmen Rivera at 704-
295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• STUDY REVELATION All are invited to study 
Revelation at the Bible study gathering Wednesdays from 
7:00 to 8:00 a.m. at Napa on Providence, 110 Perrin Place 
across from the church.  Free breakfast is provided. Details: 
Ryan Blalock at RyanB@mpumc.org.

• SUMMER CLASS OFFERING The Adult Education 
ministry will offer an elective series this summer to explore 
how asking questions about Christian faith can lead to spiritual 
growth. The eight-week series will be at 9:45 a.m. Sundays 
starting May 31, the room to be determined. Among the 
topics: Taking The Bible Seriously, Stories Of  Creation, and Lives 
Of  Jesus. This study is open to adults of  all ages and may be 
of  special interest to those whose class takes the summer off. 
Details: church member Cynthia Lank at lankcw@aol.com.

• SHOOT HOOPS Adults are invited to the Church Gym in 
the Youth Building to play basketball Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. 
Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

• H.O.T. WEDNESDAY, HOLY COMMUNION H.O.T. 
Wednesday offers a meal and fellowship from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. A brief  Holy Communion 
service is Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m. in Francis Chapel. Weekly 
menus and prices are at www.mpumc.org. For reservations, 
e-mail HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 and 
press 6 by noon each Tuesday. The Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop in the Parish Life lobby is open until around 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. Story time for 
children is at 6:15 p.m. outside Jubilee Hall. The last H.O.T. 
Wednesday, Holy Communion service and story time of  the 
season is May 27.

• LIVE STREAMING ON SUNDAY The 11:00 a.m. service 
can be seen live at www.mpumc.org.

• DONATE FROM SMARTPHONE 
Myers Park United Methodist Church 
offers a mobile version of  its online 
giving page at www.mpumc.org, 
making it easy to give anytime from a 
smartphone. Scan the image appearing 
each Sunday in the worship bulletin 
and elsewhere using the phone’s Quick 
Response (QR) code reader.



with her folks from their home in Franklin, Wis., to our 
Sanctuary. But not even a wheelchair and pain could keep her 
from joining the congregation in singing the opening hymn, 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, then celebrating Lauren’s life in 
word, song and 
tears.

The two had met 
at the Chicago 
hospital known 
for treating RSD. 
Allie, also 25, 
has been dealing 
with RSD since 
she was 16. Once 
a runner and 
a dancer, she 
sleeps 20 hours 
a day, suffers 
from migraines 
and tremors, and 
requires a feeding 
tube. As terrible a 
disease as this is, the 
friendship between 
Lauren and Allie was 
strong enough to rise 
above it. “We always 
referred to each other 
as soul sisters,” Allie 
says. They spoke 
each day, if  only to say “Good Morning” and “Good 
Night.” Lauren would talk all week to Allie about how 
much she loved baby-sitting on Sunday at our church. 
They exchanged homemade cards, made paintings for 
each other, and even shared a guilty pleasure – watching reruns 
of  Law & Order: SVU. When they were in the Chicago hospital 
at the same time, they’d crawl into each other’s beds and lay 
face to face. One night, when they felt up to it, they shared a 

midnight snack of  vanilla cupcakes. They smiled through their 
pain. Lauren gave Allie a purple prayer shawl made by the 
women of  our church. “I bring it with me wherever I go,” Allie 
says. They prayed together, too, each young woman helping the 

other cling to the lessons they have had to 
learn. As Allie explains, “To be grateful for 
every day you have, and the simple things.”

Lauren’s mom, Lynn Reilly, says her daughter 
embraced the friendship, and her friend. “It 
was another confi rmation for Lauren that 
she could give back to someone who was 
suffering.”

The service for Lauren was beautiful, these 
words spoken from Psalms articulating 

Lauren’s devotion until she 
breathed her last: “Because 
your steadfast love is better 
than life, my lips will praise 
you.” But it wasn’t quite 
enough for Allie. The 
day after the service, she 
returned to our church 
with her parents, Bob and 
Mary Healy, to spend some 
quiet time in the Sanctuary, 
admire the stained glass, 
take some photographs. 
They chatted with Director 
of  Music Jimmy Jones. Her 
parents helped her out of  
her wheelchair, and she sat 
for several moments on 
the Chancel, arms raised, 

thinking about Lauren, who 
she believes was a gift from God. “Being there emotionally, it 
was good for my spirit but hard at the same time.” Then they 
went home to Wisconsin.

A few days later, Bob Healy wrote a letter of  thanks to Jimmy 
for allowing his daughter to spend a few quiet moments here. 
“It was very important to Allison and to us so that she can 
better process Lauren’s passing. May God’s blessing be upon 
you and your community.”

Allie and I spoke about all this by telephone a few weeks 
later. Up there on the Chancel that day, she said she felt God’s 
presence. And Lauren’s presence, too, the “soul sister” with 
whom she shared a friendship until the end.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith

Above: Lauren (left) and 
Allie took a selfi e at the 

hospital in October 2013. 
Right: Allie  spent some 

quiet time in the Sanctuary 
following Lauren’s funeral. 
Photos contributed by the 

Healy family.

ALLIE AND LAUREN...

Refl ex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome, 
a disease of  the central nervous system, occurs 

when nerves misfi re. Among the symptoms: 
Severe, burning pain, swelling and stiffness, 

and loss of  strength. The Refl ex Sympathetic 
Dystrophy Syndrome Association (www.rsds.
org) estimates that up to 200,000 individuals 
experience this condition in the United States 

in a given year.

Continued From Front Page...



CELEBRATING COLLEGE, GRAD SCHOOL GRADUATES
• Grace Baker, daughter of  Charlie and Gayle Baker, 

graduated from College of  Charleston with a Bachelor 
of  Science degree. She majored in Exercise Science and 
plans to attend nursing school.

• Mary Margaret Dozier, daughter of  Joe and Saribeth 
Dozier, earned a Masters of  Public Health degree in 
Epidemiology from Tulane University School of  Pub-
lic Health and Tropical Medicine. She is working as a 
research associate for The Equinox Group in Lexington, 
Mass.

• Kyle Keller, son of  Kevin and Alyson Keller, graduated 
from East Carolina University with a Bachelor of  Science 
degree in Environmental Health. He works for Mecklen-
burg County as an Environmental Specialist.

• Sam Poole, son of  Lee and Ashley Poole and Bo and 
Karen Weatherly, graduated from UNC Kenan-Flagler 
Business School with an undergraduate business degree 
(concentration in Finance). He will work in Charlotte 
for Banks Street Partners. He is the grandson of  church 
members Fay and Winnie Culbreth.

• Fran Spier Saylor, daughter of  Bill and Phyllis Spier, is 
fi nishing her ministerial studies at Moravian Theological 

Seminary. She’s a candidate for ordained ministry in the 
Moravian Church and will complete her Clinical Pastoral 
Education at Duke Raleigh Hospital in Raleigh.

• Hartman Saylor, grandson of  Bill and Phyllis Spier, 
graduated from Davidson College with a dual degree in 
English and German Studies. Hartman has been awarded 
a Fulbright Teaching Assistantship Grant and will teach 
high school English in Germany.

• Jarrod Summey, husband of  Cathleen Summey, earned 
his Juris Doctorate from North Carolina Central Univer-
sity School of  Law. He plans to pursue a career in law in 
Charlotte.

• Will Weidman, son of  Rick and Bernie Weidman, grad-
uated from UNC Kenan-Flagler Business School with a 
Bachelor of  Science degree in Business Administration. 
He’ll work for Epic, a health care software company near 
Madison, Wis.

• George Whiting III, son of  Pete and Judy Whiting, 
graduated from Hampden-Sydney College with a Bach-
elor of  Arts degree in Economics.

Send graduate news to ken@mpumc.org – graduate’s name, parents’ 
names, school, degree and major, and future plans.

Church youth participated in a team-building exercise that involved….We’ll let Mary Jordan Carpen-
ter take it from here. MJ, 17, daughter of  Beth and Jody Carpenter, is a senior at Myers Park High.

“We attended a low-ropes course at church to build teamwork before our mission trips. 
But don’t be misled by the term ‘low ropes.’ At no point were we suspended in air. We 
were split into teams based on the mission trip we planned to attend, and competed in 
events. Most of  the events involved working as a team to think of  creative solutions for 
the challenges we faced. Most of  our challenges were applicable to the problems we 
might face on our trips, such as a lack of  resources or time. Through the experience, we 
learned one another’s strengths and weaknesses and had fun getting to know everyone.”

CHURCH YOUTH BOND, BUILD TEAMWORK

Church youth (and a few adults) 
grew really close in team-building. 

Photo by Jason Rhymer.
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Robert Brent Payne, son of  Linda Castleberry, who died on 
April 14, 2015. Charles (Stiles) Markey, father of  Charlie Markey 
and grandfather of  Chad and Christina Markey, who died 
on April 17, 2015. Ruth Mills Cobb, mother of  Mills Smith 
and grandmother of  Ashley and Parker Smith, who died on 
April 22, 2015. Richard (Dick) John Oelhafen, husband of  Betty 
Oelhafen, father of  Lisa Peterson and Rick Oelhafen and 
grandfather of  Caroline, Taylor and Ashton Peterson and Jack, 
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Carlin, Ally and Kaity MacNichol, who died on April 24, 2015. 
John Howard Haynie, husband of  Candy Haynie and father of  
Chandler and Kate Haynie, who died on April 27, 2015. Van 
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Helen K. Chappell, mother of  Greg Chappell and grandmother 
of  Scott Chappell, who died on May 4, 2015. 

John Thomas “Tommy” Adams, brother of  Lynne Brantley, uncle 
of  Erin Blatchford and Lori Stockdale and great-uncle of  
Reagan Blatchford and Scott and Weston Stockdale, who died 
on May 5, 2015.
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George Maxwell (Wells) Givens, son of  Anna and Nathan Givens 
and brother of  Eloise and Miller Givens, born on March 28, 
2015. Lily McKie Edwards, daughter of  Juliann and Andrew 
Edwards and grand-niece of  Lillian Humphries, born on 
March 31, 2015. Addison Ann Gildea, daughter of  Lindsay and 
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Jennifer Toth and Charles Hicks, married May 1, 2015, at church. 
Christina Auer and Ron Corrao, married May 2, 2015, at church. 
Rebecca Ellen Potts and Michael Bates Walsh, married May 9, 2015, 
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who otherwise would have no access to education, many of  
whom have their only daily meal at the OFCB school. 

For Steve, one of  the most memorable moments came during 
a hike to the small mountain community of  Nicholas, where 
OFCB built a school. “At the top of  that mountain, there 
were 200 kids in their uniforms, eager to learn, packed into 
a schoolhouse literally built by hand. It was both joyful and 

humbling. The education of  those children can lift an entire 
community out of  extreme poverty; it’s within our power to 
make that happen.”

Those interested in joining the mission trip can learn more at a meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, May 18, in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. 
Details: Nancy Holmes at Nholmes@mpumc.org.

Continued From Front Page...

Scenes from the hike to the mountain community of  Nicholas and the school built there by OFCB Ministries.
Photos by Melissa McGill and Sandy Hieronymus.

MISSION: HAITI...

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.
org, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers 
Park United Methodist and a cause 
worth embracing. Support is welcome 
all year round, fi nancially through the 
Jubilee Plus! fund for local and world 
outreach and scholarships.

For nearly a decade, Myers 
Park United Methodist Church 
has expressed its love through 
Charlotte Family Housing. The church and ministry are 
close-knit partners, helping families achieve self-suffi ciency. 
More than providing a roof  over their heads, CFH (www.
charlottefamilyhousing.org) helps families navigate life’s 
complexities: Job training; money management; balancing, 
work, home and family; even transforming a church classroom 
into a Christmas shop.

Myers Park United Methodist’s fi nancial support made 
possible the opening of  Elizabeth House, a CFH shelter 
welcoming families for up to 90 days before they move into 
housing. Church volunteers host four weeks a year, providing 
meals, child care, overnight hosts, a listening ear and a million 
smiles. At Christmas, CFH families shop at the Jubilee Store, 
which offers gifts at reduced prices, and honors the dignity of  
all who participate. During the Outpour week of  community 
service, volunteers collected items to fi ll Welcome Baskets for 
new shelter residents. Church members serve on Hope Teams, 
which support families as they move toward stability. The 

church helps sponsor the annual Yellow Brick Road Walk to raise 
money and awareness for the cause.

In a city with an intensifi ed focus on ending homelessness, 
Elizabeth House and other CFH programs offer church 
members a chance to do their part. Says Sydney Warren: “I 
know how just one night without good rest wreaks havoc on 
my family. I can imagine how stressful it can be to function 
like that on an ongoing basis. The more I learned about how 
empowering CFH programs are, the more I wanted to help.”

Ministry In The Spotlight:
THE CHURCH AND CHARLOTTE FAMILY HOUSING

Shopping for Christmas gifts with dignity at the Jubilee Store.
Photo by Ken Garfi eld.



By Melissa McGill

Church member Steve Breckenridge 
went on a mission trip for the fi rst time 
two years ago, to 
Bayonnais, Haiti. 
“Up to that point,” 
he says, “I actually 
hadn’t thought 
much about fi tting 
mission work 
into my busy 
schedule, but to 
put it simply, I felt 
called to go there 
and try to serve as 
best I could. I felt 
at once completely 
out of  my element, 
but right where I was supposed to be. 
Impoverished rural Haiti is like nothing 

that I had experienced, so I was a little 
surprised at how at ease I felt. I had the 
good fortune to meet our mission partner 
Actionnel Fleurisma, founder and leader 
of  OFCB Ministries. I was inspired by the 
commitment, hope and faith that have so 
signifi cantly lifted up the people of  his 
community.”

On October 14-21, Steve will lead church 
members on the same trip that had such a 
deep impact on him. Those going on the 
trip will shape the agenda and activities. 
Among the options: Help with construction 
of  school buildings, provide English as 
a Second Language (ESL) instruction 
and work with kids. OFCB has been an 
important mission partner for Myers Park 
United Methodist. More than 100 church 
members and families sponsor children in 
Bayonnais through World of  God – children 

Continued Inside..

Steve Breckenridge in 
Haiti in 2013. Photo 
by Melissa McGill.

MAY 15: PRAY FOR THE CHOIR’S EUROPEAN TRIP
Director of  Music Jimmy Jones shares this invitation with the congre-
gation as the Chancel Choir prepares to travel to Austria (including 
Salzburg and Vienna) and Czech Republic (Prague and Nymburk).

“The Chancel Choir leaves for its sec-
ond trip over the pond on Friday, May 
15. A total of  82 people are going – 
48 musicians and 34 ‘groupies.’ I invite 
you to a send-off  as the bus leaves 
the church parking lot, bound for the 
airport. Join us in the Hopedale lot 
across the street from the church at 
3:15 p.m. May 15, weather permitting. 
We’ll form a circle around the group, 

hold hands and pray for the tour, staff  and choir; for the 
witness of  the houses of  worship in which we will sing; and 
for all who wander through those doors as we lift our voices 
to God. To the naked eye, these tours might seem glamor-
ous. I see them as the ultimate challenge, testing the choir’s 
musical skills, endurance, patience, commitment, humor and 
willingness to live in community.

“In all, we will sing four concerts/services, returning home 
May 23. To stand and sing God praises in the holy places 
where choirs have sung for centuries is humbling. For the 
choir to sing a full chord down the nave of  St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral in Vienna, where it will famously reverberate for 
the next eight seconds, will surely be transcendent.”

Continued On The Insert...

Jimmy Jones

• Minister of  Worship and the Arts Rev. Ellen Robison 
will be on sabbatical June 22 to August 30. Her plans, 
she says, include “a balance of  true Sabbath, time for 
rest, visiting with friends and family, and something to 
bring back for the benefi t of  the church.” She’ll attend 
a spiritual formation event at Lake Junaluska, teach for 
a week at Pfeiffer University, and attend two worship 
conferences, one traditional and one contemporary. One 
conference will take her on her fi rst trip to California. 
She plans to drive up the Pacifi c Coast Highway, capped 
with a visit to the Redwoods in Sequoia National Park.

•  A lemonade-on-the-lawn reception at noon Sunday, May 
31 (indoors in bad weather) will welcome the summer 
interns: Michael Conner is the Duke Divinity School 
intern. A native of  Woodstown, N.J., he’s in his second 
year at Duke, on track for a Master of  Divinity degree. 
Youth Ministries’ summer intern is church member Eliz-
abeth Beecy, daughter of  Steve and Mary Martha Beecy. 

Church member Kate Bernard, daughter of  Joe and 
Tracey Bernard, will work as an intern helping Freedom 
School. More on them all in a future Cornerstone.

• Ellen Spence has started as Youth Ministries Coordina-
tor. Among her roles: Sharing Youth Ministries stories 
with parents and the rest of  the congregation.

• Cassandra Cuthbertson has started in the Business Of-
fi ce, working part-time in payroll.

• A fond farewell to Gene Brewster, who left the Mainte-
nance staff  after 11 years to work for the City of  Char-
lotte. Taking his place is Alen Kacevic, son of  long-time 
Maintenance staffer Kemal Kacevic.

• The church seeks a Director of  Engagement to help 
people discern their call. This is a new position. The 
posting is at www.mpumc.org.

A rare disease brought these two young 
women together at Rush University Medical 
Center in Chicago. But their friendship 

blossomed above 
and beyond refl ex 
sympathetic dystrophy 
syndrome, offering 
each of  them comfort 
from the pain, up until 
the moment one of  
them died. The night 
Lauren Reilly died, she 

and Allison Healy were texting back and 
forth about their weekend plans. When the 
texts stopped coming from Lauren, Allison 
fi gured her friend had fallen asleep.

Lauren, 25, belonged to Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. She helped baby-sit the 
infants during Sunday morning worship, 
her beaming face evidence of  how deeply 
she embraced the job. Art and Lynn Reilly 
agree that their daughter found peace in her 
Christian faith, and in this church.     

A Queens University of  Charlotte graduate 
who loved the outdoors and family 
vacations, she was headed for a career in 
nursing. She wanted to work with cancer 
patients. But the disease known as RSD 
took Lauren before she could answer the 
call. RSD causes excruciating pain, its 
victims often suffering from associated 
conditions that demand constant care.

Lauren died on March 20. Her friend 
Allison – everyone calls her Allie –    made 
it to the memorial service with only 
moments to spare. It wasn’t easy traveling 

News from the 
Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden located 
along the outside walls 
of  Francis Chapel: Five 
new benches made of  
Indiana limestone were 
recently installed, offering 
family and friends a place 
of  comfort as they spend 
time with a loved one. The 
Columbarium Committee 
hopes the benches add 
to the tranquility of  the 
setting. To date, 262 niches 
out of  630 have been 
sold. To learn more about 
this ministry, reach Linda 
Edwardsen in the Business 
Offi ce at 704-295-4842 or 
lindae@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

ELLEN’S SABBATICAL; RECEPTION FOR INTERNS

MISSION: HAITI
‘Right Where I Was Supposed To Be’

A Conversation On Faith

ALLIE AND LAUREN

Allie (left) and Lauren’s last photo together in 
August 2014. Photo shared by Allie.




