
This is a world in need, and a world fi lled with people aching to 
do something about it. Read on for stories from Myers Park United 
Methodist Church that tell of  love brought to bear: A ministry that 
reminds us every life has purpose. A family transforming its grief  into 
giving. A winter’s tradition sustained by compassion. A cause supported 
by Jubilee Plus!, one that recalls the quiet devotion of  a man whose 
mission lives on through his kids.

Melani and Haley in Costa 
Rica. Photo by Ellen Spence.

Continued Inside..

UMAR offered a blend of  beautiful 
artwork and challenging fi nancial news at 
the 21st annual Friends of  UMAR luncheon 
at Providence United Methodist Church. 
Such is life these days for too many righ-
teous causes whose coffers deserve to be 
overfl owing but aren’t. Some 400 friends 
of  UMAR shopped for clients’ artwork 
and celebrated this Methodist agency that 
has been empowering adults with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities since 
1983. If  you’ve never had the privilege of  
getting to know a member of  the UMAR 
community, to see their smile and feel 
their warmth, it’s your loss.  In 2014 alone, 

UMAR served 400 people – offering 
group homes and apartments, art classes 
(including one at Myers Park United Meth-
odist), supported employment and more. 
Alas, these are the happy numbers. UMAR 
President and CEO Marilyn Garner was 
obliged to rise and talk about complicated 
budget cuts that threaten all this good 
work. She urged everyone to give, remind-
ing us of  the principle that drives the 
cause: “Every life has a purpose.” Message 
received. The luncheon raised $141,050.

To learn more about UMAR, visit 
www.umarinfo.com.

UMAR: Every Life Has A Purpose

By Ken Garfi eld 

Shopping for art at the Friends of  UMAR annual luncheon. 
Photos contributed by UMAR.

ADMIN BOARD; COLLEGE GRAD NEWS
• The Administrative Board covered a lot of  ground at 

its recent dinner meeting: Director of  Youth Ministries 
Lauren Stines shared that Ellen Spence is leaving her 
position as Interim Local Outreach Coordinator to be-
come Youth Ministries Coordinator. She succeeds Renae 
Burgett in Youth Ministries. Renae left the church as she 
recently moved to Morganton, N.C. Rev. Parker Haynes 
updated the board on membership numbers, noting that 
61 people have joined the church so far this year, bring-
ing total membership to 5,210. Church member Dr. 
John Clarkson, chair of  the Finance Committee, gave 
an impassioned pitch for the congregation to fi nancially 
support the church all year round – rather than waiting 
until December to honor their commitment. The next 
Administrative Board meeting, open to the congrega-
tion, is Thursday, July 23. 

• The Cornerstone each Spring shares news of  college (and 
grad school) graduates. Families can e-mail news of  
their graduate to Director of  Communications Ken 
Garfi eld at ken@mpumc.org: The graduate’s name, par-
ents’ names, school, degree and major, and future plans 
if  there are any yet. The church newsletter will share the 
good news with the congregation in upcoming issues.

• Young adults are invited to a book study exploring The 
Ragamuffi n Gospel by Brennan Manning on Sundays at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building start-
ing May 3. Books will be handed out free that fi rst eve-
ning. Details: Director of  Young Adults Ryan Blalock at 
Ryan@mpumc.org.

Haley Godwin introduces us to a friend she made on the mission trip to Costa Rica. Haley, 15, a 
freshman at Myers Park High, is the daughter of  Martin and Amy Godwin. The Godwins (including 
son Martin) were among 22 church members who worked with missionaries Wil and Yolanda Bailey on 
their new mission center outside San Isidro. The group laid cement fl oors in a house being built for young 
women to live in while attending college, provided games and crafts for kids and more. There are typically 
two church mission trips to Costa Rica each Spring.

“On the mission trip to Costa Rica, I had the wonderful opportunity to spend an 
afternoon making crafts, playing games and getting to know some of  the children in 
the village. I became very close with a young girl named Melani. She was so sweet, and 
surprisingly capable of  understanding my hand-motioned Spanish. Meeting Melani 
and some of  the other kids, I realized that language barriers can easily be broken by 
something as simple as a smile. I was able to interact with the children despite our lack of  
similar culture simply because of  our unconscious decision to communicate through the 
international language of  joy.”

Two meetings in May will 
offer a taste of  the beauty 
and blessings of  the 
upcoming mission trip 
to Bayonnais, Haiti. The 
trip to the church’s long-
time ministry partner 
is October 14-21. The 
gatherings to learn more 
about it will be at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 7, in 
Room 103 of  the Parish 
Life Building, and 6:30 
p.m. Monday, May 18, in 
Room 110. For more on 
this and other mission 
opportunities, reach 
church staffer Nancy 
Holmes at 704-295-4827 
or nholmes@mpumc.org.

SNAPSHOTS

Vol. 46, No. 9
April 29, 2015

published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

IN COSTA RICA: ‘AS SIMPLE AS A SMILE’

LOVE BROUGHT TO BEAR:
STORIES FROM OUR CHURCH

In this issue devoted to love and outreach, turn inside 
to celebrate Outpour, Mission: Costa Rica and more.



David Brock

Continued From The Front Page...

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines looks ahead to a vibrant 
spring and summer. For more, visit www.mpumc.org or reach her at 
704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org.

• Sunday, May 3: The fi nal Sunday night youth gathering 
of  the school year features Messy Game Night from 6:00 
to 7:30 p.m. for Grades 6-12. Dinner is included.

• May 12-14: Retreat for college students at S.C. Lutheran 
Retreat Center at Isle of  Palms, S.C.

• Sunday, May 17: Senior Recognition Sunday, as graduating 
high school seniors are honored at the three Sanctuary 
services by wrapping them in the warmth of  a blanket.

• June 14-19: Sixth-grade mission trip to Asheville to 
repair homes.

• June 16-26: Senior Pilgrimage of  Hope as graduating high 
school seniors  travel to Angol, Chile, and work with El 
Vergel Methodist Agricultural High School on a church 
construction project.

• June 20-27: Grades 8-12 mission trip to middle 
Tennessee to help offer day camp activities for children 
in the Cumberland Mountains through Mountain T.O.P.

• July 5-9: Mystery trip for all grades. We’d love to say 
more, but it’s a surprise.

• July 11-18: Seventh-grade mission trip to Memphis, 
Tenn., to work on housing projects with SOS (Service 
Over Self).

• July 19-26: High School mission trip to Reynosa, 
Mexico, to work on building homes with Faith Ministry.

• August 3-7: CHAMP Camp at church for CHAMP 
students in Grades 1-5 at Sedgefi eld Elementary School.

• August 14-15: Rising sixth-graders join in local missions 
with Charlotte Urban Plunge (CUP).

• August 15-16: Lock-in for rising ninth-graders.

YOUTH MINISTRIES LOOKS AHEAD 
TO A BUSY SPRING, SUMMER

Church youth shared their musical gifts at a showcase in Jubilee Hall. 
At one point, the audience joined in to sing “Let It Go” from Disney’s 

“Frozen.” Photo by church member Charles Buie.

A mile north of  the skyscrapers, the Men’s Shelter of  
Charlotte has long been a landmark to those who believe 
a community is measured by how it cares for the least of  
these. Since opening in 1981, the shelter has served more 
than 50,000 men. Not bad by any measure, but not good 
enough so long as there are any poor souls out there. As 
the shelter focuses on moving men toward more permanent 
housing, it is tackling long-needed improvements to its 
facility. In most every aspect of  the shelter’s life, Myers Park 
United Methodist can be found. The church has committed 
$100,000 toward a $6.5 million overhaul of  the shelter, to 
include a new roof, improved lighting and more. In addition, 
the church gave nearly $85,000 to the shelter in 2013-14, 
much of  it from the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach and 
scholarships. Money is only part of  the story. Hundreds 
from church serve meals, serve on the shelter board and fi nd 
other ways to give of  themselves. David Brock, for example, 
was deeply engaged in the life of  the shelter before his 

death from cancer in 2011. David’s 
passion endures: His wife, Ann, 
hosted a table at the shelter’s annual 
fund-raising breakfast at the Westin 
uptown. The event drew 600 people 
and raised $310,000 (and counting). 
His children, Lucy and Thompson, 
though away at school, do what 
they can. Thompson, in fact, helps 
choose Heroes for the Homeless – 
convening a group to share his 
dad’s favorite meal (barbecue) and 
choose volunteers worthy of  this 

honor. David would have been smiling, between bites of  his 
sandwich.

To learn more about the Men’s Shelter, visit 
www.mensshelterofcharlotte.org.

The journey continues for Mitchell’s Fund, and the parents 
who started it in their son’s memory. When church mem-
bers Frank Turner III and Meg McElwain lost two-year-old 
Mitchell to leukemia in 2014, they wept. They prayed. Then 
they started a foundation to help other families dealing with 
expenses related to a child’s illness – travel, bills that don’t 
stop coming and the like. At a reception hosted by church 
members Scott and Ashley Mattei at their home, the fam-
ily shared with 75 guests the latest step along the way: A 
new partnership between Novant Health and the famed St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital will increase the number 

of  sick kids who can be cared for in 
Charlotte. More kids means more 
families that can be helped by a fund 
named for a little boy we barely got 
to know. Mitchell’s Fund has awarded 
$25,440 since it was born. So far. 

To learn more about Mitchell’s 
Fund, visit www.mitchellsfund.org.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Betty Iris Ware Wentz, grandmother of  Chris O’Neal and great-
grandmother of  Will and Wyatt O’Neal, who died on April 
10, 2015. Barbara Brown Lee, grandmother of  Adam Lee and 
Jordan Lee and mother-in-law of  Cindi Lee, who died on 
April 13, 2015.  Peggy Browning Martin McGill, grandmother of  
Melissa McGill, who died on April 15, 2015. William “Stanley” 
Potter, brother of  Frank Potter, who died on April 19, 2015. 

Babies
William Christopher Helsabeck, son of  Laura and Chris 
Helsabeck and brother of  Henry Helsabeck, born on March 
24, 2015. Abigail “Abby” Virginia Jetton, daughter of  Chip and 

Lollie Jetton, sister of  Caroline Jetton, granddaughter of  Ren 
Jetton and niece of  Lauren and Chris Taylor, born on March 
26, 2015. Ellis Hayes Mogensen, daughter of  Laurel and Dan 
Mogensen, granddaughter of  Tobie and Bob Holberton, niece 
of  Shannon and Lance Townsend, Eric Holberton and Brian 
Holberton and cousin of  Easton Townsend, born on April 12, 
2015.

Weddings
Lindsay Hazelman and Kendall Jones, married April 18, 2015, at 
church. Megan Elizabeth Plyler and Banks Hudson Huntley, married 
April 18, 2015, at church. Meredith Ray Lampley and Michael 
David Sieber, married April 25, 2015, at church. Hadley Elizabeth 
Hayes and William Sanford Mann, married April 25, 2015, at 
Wesley United Methodist Church, St. Simons Island, Ga.

This winter as in 18 winters past, the church opened its 
doors to the homeless – offering a hot meal, a warm bed and 

the hope found in an evening’s fellowship. 
More than 360 of  our neighbors took 
shelter for 34 nights in the Youth Building 
through the countywide Room In The 
Inn. Several hundred volunteers – Sunday 
School classmates, families and others 
who fi nd deep meaning in helping others 

– prepared beds, fi xed meals, drove the van and smiled until 
their faces hurt. The extremely cynical out there – not in this 
church – might look upon these men, women and children as 

vagrants. Myers Park United Methodist Church prefers the 
view found in Hebrews: “Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it.” Church member Greg Wells once again 
coordinated Room In The Inn. Across all of  Mecklenburg 
County, Urban Ministry Center reports that 135 houses of  
worship and other sites provided 17,191 bed nights through 
Room In The Inn. The sad trend this year: More families 
were coming to Room In The Inn. It wasn’t a permanent, 
affordable home. But it beat shivering under a bridge.

To learn more about Room In The Inn, visit www.
urbanministrycenter.org.

LOVE BROUGHT TO BEAR...

Room In The Inn: Entertaining Angels

The Men’s Shelter: Moving Men Home

Mitchell’s Fund: More Kids To Help

Mitchell Turner



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

April 29, 2015

• ADULTS PLUS! CELEBRATES The ministry to those 
age 55 and over will celebrate its 30th anniversary at 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday, May 27, in Jubilee Hall with special music, 
memories, guests and more – and the usual fellowship. 
Lunch follows for $5. For lunch reservations, call 704-376-
5520 (option two). Details: Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 
or cmull@mpumc.org.

• CHANCEL CHOIR CONCERT The Chancel Choir 
will preview the music of  its European tour at a free 
concert at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, May 3, in the Sanctuary. No 
tickets are needed. The choir will perform music spanning 
the ages, including classics, spirituals, favorite hymns and 
more. The choir will perform several times during its trip to 
Austria and The Czech Republic May 15-23.

• GIVE BLOOD All are invited to give blood from 7:30 
a.m. to noon Sunday, May 17, in the Youth Building Gym. 
No appointment is necessary. Those who want to schedule 
a specifi c time can do so in the Parish Life Building lobby 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, May 3 and 10. Details: 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• DR. HOWELL LEADS INTERFAITH 
GATHERING The Senior Pastor will lead the Interfaith 
Institute at Wildacres in the N.C. mountains on July 27-30 
as clergy and laity of  all faiths explore Holy Remembering: 
Discovering God In Memory And Scripture. It’s sponsored by 
the Greater Carolinas Association of  Rabbis. Details: Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL Dr. Howell and Rabbi 
Murray Ezring of  Temple Israel in Charlotte will lead 
an interfaith pilgrimage to Israel November 1-12. The 
pilgrimage will visit sites throughout Israel that are 
important to both Jewish and Christian perspectives. 
Among the stops: Jerusalem, Old Jaffa, Bethlehem, Dead 
Sea, Tel Aviv, Masada, Golan Heights and more. Visit www.
mpumc.org for the itinerary and other details. Reach Dr. 
Howell at 704-376-8584 or james@mpumc.org.

• SUMMER CLASS OFFERING The Adult Education 
ministry will offer an elective series this summer to explore 
how asking questions about Christian faith can lead to spiritual 
growth. The eight-week series will be at 9:45 a.m. Sundays 
starting May 31, the room to be determined. The curriculum 
includes a workbook with short readings, video segments and 
suggestions for structuring the discussion. Among the topics: 
Taking The Bible Seriously, Stories Of  Creation, and Lives Of  Jesus. 
This study is open to adults of  all ages and may be of  special 
interest to those whose class takes the summer off. Details: 
church member Cynthia Lank at lankcw@aol.com.

• PERFORMING ARTS CAMP Rising second- through 
eighth-graders are invited to the Performing Arts Camp at the 
church from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. August 10-14. Brochures 
and registration forms are at the Children’s Ministries offi ce. 
Details: Allyson Ware at aware@mpumc.org.

• STUDY REVELATION All are invited to study Revelation 
at the Bible study gathering Wednesdays from 7:00 to 8:00 
a.m. at Napa on Providence, 110 Perrin Place across from the 
church.  Free breakfast is provided. Details: Ryan Blalock at 
RyanB@mpumc.org.

• SHOOT HOOPS Adults are invited to the Church Gym in 
the Youth Building to play basketball Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. 
Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

• DONATE FROM SMARTPHONE 
Myers Park United Methodist 
Church offers a mobile version of  its 
online giving page at www.mpumc.
org, making it easy to give anytime 
from a smartphone. Those interested 
can scan the image appearing each 
Sunday in the worship bulletin and 
elsewhere using the phone’s Quick 
Response (QR) code reader.



Outpour…
By Ken Garfi eld

Of  the 300 people who participated in the week of  
outreach called Outpour, surely no one was as moved by the 
experience as Josh Caswell. Josh, 28, grew up in Gaston 
County. He’s been a member of  Myers Park United Methodist 
Church for two years and was coming to worship for a year 
before that. His husband, Bill Caswell, sings with The Trinity 
Singers at Church In The Round. The two are regulars at the 
8:30 a.m. Sanctuary service on Sunday. From the start, Josh felt 
the welcome of  this congregation, a warmth that shattered the 
false stereotype that churches in this part of  town can be cold. 
As he told Dr. Howell, “I felt like it was family.” Participating 
in Outpour gave him the opportunity to share with others the 
Christian love that fi lls his heart here. Josh volunteered at 
The Learning Collaborative, a tuition-free preschool in NoDa. 
He chose the project from the 25 offered so he could be a 
positive male role model for kids missing that in their lives. He 
spent his time with Cameron, Adrian, Marquis and others – 
reading, playing games, and racing Big Wheels. What will Josh 
remember about his visit to The Learning Collaborative, and the 
relationships he was able to begin in just a few hours? “You 
would ask me that to make me cry,” he answers, not needing to 
add another word.

Josh and friends at The Learning Collaborative. Below left, making 
friends at Aldersgate. Below, The Burrito Bikers hand out goodies 

uptown. Outpour photos by Ellen Spence.

HERE’S ONE STORY AMONG MANY

“The happiest people I know are 
people who don’t even think about 
being happy. They just think about 
being good neighbors, good people. 

And then happiness sort of  sneaks in 
the back window while they are busy 
doing good.”  –Rabbi and author 

Harold Kushner

Enjoy daily recap videos from Outpour, 
available at www.mpumc.org.



David Brock
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Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines looks ahead to a vibrant 
spring and summer. For more, visit www.mpumc.org or reach her at 
704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org.

• Sunday, May 3: The fi nal Sunday night youth gathering 
of  the school year features Messy Game Night from 6:00 
to 7:30 p.m. for Grades 6-12. Dinner is included.

• May 12-14: Retreat for college students at S.C. Lutheran 
Retreat Center at Isle of  Palms, S.C.

• Sunday, May 17: Senior Recognition Sunday, as graduating 
high school seniors are honored at the three Sanctuary 
services by wrapping them in the warmth of  a blanket.

• June 14-19: Sixth-grade mission trip to Asheville to 
repair homes.

• June 16-26: Senior Pilgrimage of  Hope as graduating high 
school seniors  travel to Angol, Chile, and work with El 
Vergel Methodist Agricultural High School on a church 
construction project.

• June 20-27: Grades 8-12 mission trip to middle 
Tennessee to help offer day camp activities for children 
in the Cumberland Mountains through Mountain T.O.P.

• July 5-9: Mystery trip for all grades. We’d love to say 
more, but it’s a surprise.

• July 11-18: Seventh-grade mission trip to Memphis, 
Tenn., to work on housing projects with SOS (Service 
Over Self).

• July 19-26: High School mission trip to Reynosa, 
Mexico, to work on building homes with Faith Ministry.

• August 3-7: CHAMP Camp at church for CHAMP 
students in Grades 1-5 at Sedgefi eld Elementary School.

• August 14-15: Rising sixth-graders join in local missions 
with Charlotte Urban Plunge (CUP).

• August 15-16: Lock-in for rising ninth-graders.

YOUTH MINISTRIES LOOKS AHEAD 
TO A BUSY SPRING, SUMMER

Church youth shared their musical gifts at a showcase in Jubilee Hall. 
At one point, the audience joined in to sing “Let It Go” from Disney’s 

“Frozen.” Photo by church member Charles Buie.

A mile north of  the skyscrapers, the Men’s Shelter of  
Charlotte has long been a landmark to those who believe 
a community is measured by how it cares for the least of  
these. Since opening in 1981, the shelter has served more 
than 50,000 men. Not bad by any measure, but not good 
enough so long as there are any poor souls out there. As 
the shelter focuses on moving men toward more permanent 
housing, it is tackling long-needed improvements to its 
facility. In most every aspect of  the shelter’s life, Myers Park 
United Methodist can be found. The church has committed 
$100,000 toward a $6.5 million overhaul of  the shelter, to 
include a new roof, improved lighting and more. In addition, 
the church gave nearly $85,000 to the shelter in 2013-14, 
much of  it from the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach and 
scholarships. Money is only part of  the story. Hundreds 
from church serve meals, serve on the shelter board and fi nd 
other ways to give of  themselves. David Brock, for example, 
was deeply engaged in the life of  the shelter before his 

death from cancer in 2011. David’s 
passion endures: His wife, Ann, 
hosted a table at the shelter’s annual 
fund-raising breakfast at the Westin 
uptown. The event drew 600 people 
and raised $310,000 (and counting). 
His children, Lucy and Thompson, 
though away at school, do what 
they can. Thompson, in fact, helps 
choose Heroes for the Homeless – 
convening a group to share his 
dad’s favorite meal (barbecue) and 
choose volunteers worthy of  this 

honor. David would have been smiling, between bites of  his 
sandwich.

To learn more about the Men’s Shelter, visit 
www.mensshelterofcharlotte.org.

The journey continues for Mitchell’s Fund, and the parents 
who started it in their son’s memory. When church mem-
bers Frank Turner III and Meg McElwain lost two-year-old 
Mitchell to leukemia in 2014, they wept. They prayed. Then 
they started a foundation to help other families dealing with 
expenses related to a child’s illness – travel, bills that don’t 
stop coming and the like. At a reception hosted by church 
members Scott and Ashley Mattei at their home, the fam-
ily shared with 75 guests the latest step along the way: A 
new partnership between Novant Health and the famed St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital will increase the number 

of  sick kids who can be cared for in 
Charlotte. More kids means more 
families that can be helped by a fund 
named for a little boy we barely got 
to know. Mitchell’s Fund has awarded 
$25,440 since it was born. So far. 

To learn more about Mitchell’s 
Fund, visit www.mitchellsfund.org.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Betty Iris Ware Wentz, grandmother of  Chris O’Neal and great-
grandmother of  Will and Wyatt O’Neal, who died on April 
10, 2015. Barbara Brown Lee, grandmother of  Adam Lee and 
Jordan Lee and mother-in-law of  Cindi Lee, who died on 
April 13, 2015.  Peggy Browning Martin McGill, grandmother of  
Melissa McGill, who died on April 15, 2015. William “Stanley” 
Potter, brother of  Frank Potter, who died on April 19, 2015. 

Babies
William Christopher Helsabeck, son of  Laura and Chris 
Helsabeck and brother of  Henry Helsabeck, born on March 
24, 2015. Abigail “Abby” Virginia Jetton, daughter of  Chip and 

Lollie Jetton, sister of  Caroline Jetton, granddaughter of  Ren 
Jetton and niece of  Lauren and Chris Taylor, born on March 
26, 2015. Ellis Hayes Mogensen, daughter of  Laurel and Dan 
Mogensen, granddaughter of  Tobie and Bob Holberton, niece 
of  Shannon and Lance Townsend, Eric Holberton and Brian 
Holberton and cousin of  Easton Townsend, born on April 12, 
2015.

Weddings
Lindsay Hazelman and Kendall Jones, married April 18, 2015, at 
church. Megan Elizabeth Plyler and Banks Hudson Huntley, married 
April 18, 2015, at church. Meredith Ray Lampley and Michael 
David Sieber, married April 25, 2015, at church. Hadley Elizabeth 
Hayes and William Sanford Mann, married April 25, 2015, at 
Wesley United Methodist Church, St. Simons Island, Ga.

This winter as in 18 winters past, the church opened its 
doors to the homeless – offering a hot meal, a warm bed and 

the hope found in an evening’s fellowship. 
More than 360 of  our neighbors took 
shelter for 34 nights in the Youth Building 
through the countywide Room In The 
Inn. Several hundred volunteers – Sunday 
School classmates, families and others 
who fi nd deep meaning in helping others 

– prepared beds, fi xed meals, drove the van and smiled until 
their faces hurt. The extremely cynical out there – not in this 
church – might look upon these men, women and children as 

vagrants. Myers Park United Methodist Church prefers the 
view found in Hebrews: “Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it.” Church member Greg Wells once again 
coordinated Room In The Inn. Across all of  Mecklenburg 
County, Urban Ministry Center reports that 135 houses of  
worship and other sites provided 17,191 bed nights through 
Room In The Inn. The sad trend this year: More families 
were coming to Room In The Inn. It wasn’t a permanent, 
affordable home. But it beat shivering under a bridge.

To learn more about Room In The Inn, visit www.
urbanministrycenter.org.

LOVE BROUGHT TO BEAR...

Room In The Inn: Entertaining Angels

The Men’s Shelter: Moving Men Home

Mitchell’s Fund: More Kids To Help

Mitchell Turner



This is a world in need, and a world fi lled with people aching to 
do something about it. Read on for stories from Myers Park United 
Methodist Church that tell of  love brought to bear: A ministry that 
reminds us every life has purpose. A family transforming its grief  into 
giving. A winter’s tradition sustained by compassion. A cause supported 
by Jubilee Plus!, one that recalls the quiet devotion of  a man whose 
mission lives on through his kids.

Melani and Haley in Costa 
Rica. Photo by Ellen Spence.
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UMAR offered a blend of  beautiful 
artwork and challenging fi nancial news at 
the 21st annual Friends of  UMAR luncheon 
at Providence United Methodist Church. 
Such is life these days for too many righ-
teous causes whose coffers deserve to be 
overfl owing but aren’t. Some 400 friends 
of  UMAR shopped for clients’ artwork 
and celebrated this Methodist agency that 
has been empowering adults with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities since 
1983. If  you’ve never had the privilege of  
getting to know a member of  the UMAR 
community, to see their smile and feel 
their warmth, it’s your loss.  In 2014 alone, 

UMAR served 400 people – offering 
group homes and apartments, art classes 
(including one at Myers Park United Meth-
odist), supported employment and more. 
Alas, these are the happy numbers. UMAR 
President and CEO Marilyn Garner was 
obliged to rise and talk about complicated 
budget cuts that threaten all this good 
work. She urged everyone to give, remind-
ing us of  the principle that drives the 
cause: “Every life has a purpose.” Message 
received. The luncheon raised $141,050.

To learn more about UMAR, visit 
www.umarinfo.com.

UMAR: Every Life Has A Purpose

By Ken Garfi eld 

Shopping for art at the Friends of  UMAR annual luncheon. 
Photos contributed by UMAR.

ADMIN BOARD; COLLEGE GRAD NEWS
• The Administrative Board covered a lot of  ground at 

its recent dinner meeting: Director of  Youth Ministries 
Lauren Stines shared that Ellen Spence is leaving her 
position as Interim Local Outreach Coordinator to be-
come Youth Ministries Coordinator. She succeeds Renae 
Burgett in Youth Ministries. Renae left the church as she 
recently moved to Morganton, N.C. Rev. Parker Haynes 
updated the board on membership numbers, noting that 
61 people have joined the church so far this year, bring-
ing total membership to 5,210. Church member Dr. 
John Clarkson, chair of  the Finance Committee, gave 
an impassioned pitch for the congregation to fi nancially 
support the church all year round – rather than waiting 
until December to honor their commitment. The next 
Administrative Board meeting, open to the congrega-
tion, is Thursday, July 23. 

• The Cornerstone each Spring shares news of  college (and 
grad school) graduates. Families can e-mail news of  
their graduate to Director of  Communications Ken 
Garfi eld at ken@mpumc.org: The graduate’s name, par-
ents’ names, school, degree and major, and future plans 
if  there are any yet. The church newsletter will share the 
good news with the congregation in upcoming issues.

• Young adults are invited to a book study exploring The 
Ragamuffi n Gospel by Brennan Manning on Sundays at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building start-
ing May 3. Books will be handed out free that fi rst eve-
ning. Details: Director of  Young Adults Ryan Blalock at 
Ryan@mpumc.org.

Haley Godwin introduces us to a friend she made on the mission trip to Costa Rica. Haley, 15, a 
freshman at Myers Park High, is the daughter of  Martin and Amy Godwin. The Godwins (including 
son Martin) were among 22 church members who worked with missionaries Wil and Yolanda Bailey on 
their new mission center outside San Isidro. The group laid cement fl oors in a house being built for young 
women to live in while attending college, provided games and crafts for kids and more. There are typically 
two church mission trips to Costa Rica each Spring.

“On the mission trip to Costa Rica, I had the wonderful opportunity to spend an 
afternoon making crafts, playing games and getting to know some of  the children in 
the village. I became very close with a young girl named Melani. She was so sweet, and 
surprisingly capable of  understanding my hand-motioned Spanish. Meeting Melani 
and some of  the other kids, I realized that language barriers can easily be broken by 
something as simple as a smile. I was able to interact with the children despite our lack of  
similar culture simply because of  our unconscious decision to communicate through the 
international language of  joy.”

Two meetings in May will 
offer a taste of  the beauty 
and blessings of  the 
upcoming mission trip 
to Bayonnais, Haiti. The 
trip to the church’s long-
time ministry partner 
is October 14-21. The 
gatherings to learn more 
about it will be at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 7, in 
Room 103 of  the Parish 
Life Building, and 6:30 
p.m. Monday, May 18, in 
Room 110. For more on 
this and other mission 
opportunities, reach 
church staffer Nancy 
Holmes at 704-295-4827 
or nholmes@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

IN COSTA RICA: ‘AS SIMPLE AS A SMILE’

LOVE BROUGHT TO BEAR:
STORIES FROM OUR CHURCH

In this issue devoted to love and outreach, turn inside 
to celebrate Outpour, Mission: Costa Rica and more.




