
Rev. Nathan Arledge has been named 
Minister of  Missions at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, 
called to lead the 
congregation out 
into the world. 
He arrives in early 
July, and those 
who know Nathan 
agree it won’t take 
him long to make 
his passionate 
presence felt.

“This is a guy who 
is the complete package: Spiritual, joyful, 
innovative,” said church member Jennifer 
Rothacker, chair of  the Search Committee 
that recommended him from more than 50 
candidates. “While he impressed us with 
his bold ideas for service and clear love 
for God, what really nailed it for me were 
his incredible recommendations. Folks got 
in touch with us unsolicited to tell us how 
remarkable Nathan is. They love his way with 
people, his deep love, his track record on 
getting things done.”

Nathan, 31, has served as Associate Pastor 
at Front Street United Methodist  in 
Burlington since 2011. Among his roles at 
the 1,900-member church: Expanding local 
and world outreach. At Myers Park United 
Methodist, he will succeed Rev. Michelle 
Shrader, who leaves this month to serve as 
a Missionary Pastor at Central Methodist 
Mission in Cape Town, South Africa.

Nathan grew up Methodist in 
Hendersonville, graduating from Western 
North Carolina University and then Duke 
Divinity School. His parents, David and Faye, 
were educators until his father heard the call 
to ministry. He was serving as Senior Pastor 
of  Moores Chapel United Methodist Church 
in Charlotte when cancer took him in 2013. 
Rev. David Arledge was 62. “Way too young,” 
Nathan says.

Turn inside to read about Nathan’s journey to 
ministry, and how he learned at an early age about 
caring for your neighbor.

A NIGHT FOR CHAMP AND THE HORNETS
Church member Janie Booth, 17, a senior at Myers Park High, is a 
CHAMP volunteer, working with students at Sedgefi eld Elementary 
School. They do more than hit the books, as she shares here. Janie is 
one of  33 youth from Myers Park United Methodist who mentor a 
young student through CHAMP.

It was drizzling when the Myers Park United Methodist bus 
pulled up to South Tryon Community Church, but it didn’t 
dampen the spirits of  22 elementary school scholars. The 
Sedgefi eld Elementary students were buzzing with excite-
ment to attend a Charlotte Hornets basketball game at 
the uptown arena. The trip was a reward for meeting their 
academic goals over four months in the Children Achieving 
Maximum Potential (CHAMP) program. We sat courtside 
as the players warmed up, which proved to be a highlight 
for both the scholars and those of  us lucky enough to be 

able to mentor them. By far, the wide-eyed enthusiasm of  
each scholar was the best part of  the trip, as well as the kids’ 
rowdy cheers at each Hornets basket. Unfortunately, the 
Hornets lost to Sacramento.

Sitting courtside at the game was a highlight for scholars and  mentors.

• Keep an eye out in late May for Michael Conner, the 
church’s Duke Divinity School summer intern. A native 
of  Woodstown, N.J., he’s in his second year at Duke, 
on track for a Master of  Divinity degree. He earned a 
BA in Biblical Literature from Indiana Wesleyan. More 
when Michael gets here.

• Church member Carol Anne Lawler, whose job with 
Hospice & Palliative Care involves educating the faith 
community about end-of-life issues, shares that April 
16 is National Healthcare Decisions Day. The initiative 
encourages advance care planning. She’s available to 
talk with Sunday School classes and other church and 
civic groups. Reach her at 704-375-0100 or LawlerC@
hpccr.org.

• A milestone for Rose Chauffeured Transportation, the 
family-owned Charlotte company that provides the 

Sunday morning shuttle service to and from church: 
The company marked 30 years in business, as featured 
in The Observer. Not that the Rose folks don’t consider 
church members VIPs, but founder H.A. Thompson 
shared this celebrity-rider anecdote with the paper: The 
night they chauffeured Elizabeth Taylor and stopped 
at Bojangles’ so she could grab a bite. The shuttle bus 
runs continuously Sundays from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
between the church and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 
Radcliffe Avenue.

• Extra copies of  Intersection magazine – with those 
colorful hearts on the cover – are available around the 
campus or by reaching Director of  Communications 
Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org. 
The Spring edition explores love in many forms, 
including the fellowship of  Adults Plus!

The Cornerstone Googled 
“favorite Easter hymns” 
and up popped a survey: 
1. Christ, The Lord Is Risen 
Today (54%). 2. Jesus Christ 
Is Risen Today (42%). 3. 
Crown Him With Many 
Crowns (40%). 4. I Know 
That My Redeemer Lives 
(36%). 5. Blessed Assurance 
(32%). 6. Hallelujah Chorus 
(30%). 7. All Hail The 
Power Of  Jesus’ Name 
(28%). 8. All Creatures 
Of  Our God And King 
(26%). 9. Love Divine, All 
Loves Excelling (24%). 10. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Let the 
Holy Anthem Rise (22%).
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

OUR DUKE SUMMER INTERN; SUNDAY SHUTTLE

Rev. Nathan Arledge

Rev. Nathan Arledge
OUR NEW MINISTER OF MISSIONS

May Easter fi ll your heart with hope, and move you to share that hope 
with others. Look inside, and to www.mpumc.org, for the complete 
schedule of  Holy Week services.

EASTER 2015
“We have a God 
who works the 
night shift…”

“We have a God 
who works the 
night shift…”

–Dr. Melanie Dobson
from her sermon March 15



Music Ministry Assistant and Chancel Choir 
member Nancy Hamff  looks ahead to the trip 
to Europe. 

The Chancel Choir is gearing up for 
its next big adventure: Off  we go to 
Salzburg, Vienna and Prague on Friday, 
May 15, returning on Saturday, May 
23. We will share the spirit of  Myers 
Park United Methodist Church with a 
new set of  listeners through our music, 
and through leadership in worship. 
Our fi rst sojourn to England in 2013 
remains a source of  great pride to the 
choir. Lasting friendships were formed. 
Memories of  singing in some of  the 
greatest worship spaces in England 
linger. Stories of  the less-than-serious 
moments continue to be told on each 
other (with great affection, of  course!).

Now we look forward to packing up 
80 musicians, staff  and friends for a 
whirlwind trip into Austrian and Czech 
history, language and culture.  We start in 
Salzburg, being tourist-y as we take “The Sound of  Music” 
tour. Then we switch to the sublime to sing at worship 
in Salzburg Cathedral, where Mozart was baptized. Next 
is Vienna to sing in concert at the historic St. Stephen 
Cathedral. We’ll also gather for a private concert in the 
rehearsal space for the Vienna Boys Choir, then eat dinner 
at one of  the famous underground cellar-restaurants. In 
Prague, we will sing in concert at the historic Church of  the 
Holy Savior, and participate in a choral festival in nearby 
Nymburk at the Church of  St. Giles, site of  a massacre of  

the entire town’s population during The Thirty Years’ War. 
The trip ends with a night of  dinner, music and dancing led 
by a Moravian folk group.

This will be a busy, exciting time. Throughout our travels 
together, we will embrace a strong sense of  mission, sharing 
the love of  God with strangers through our gift of  music.

Church Director of  Multimedia Ministries Jim Deal will accompany 
the Chancel Choir – chronicling the sights and sounds and sharing 
daily updates online. Look to www.youtube.com/myersparkmethodist, 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/myersparkumc and www.mpumc.org.

CHOIR’S NEXT EXCELLENT 
ADVENTURE: EUROPE

Maundy Thursday, April 2

• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on 
earth. Chamber Singers and a chamber orchestra share 
selections from chant to modern. Child care for ages fi ve 
and under. Livestreaming available at www.mpumc.org.

Good Friday, April 3

• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for ages fi ve and under. 
Livestreaming available at www.mpumc.org.

Easter Sunday, April 5

• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 
Parker Haynes preaching. Moves to Francis Chapel if  the 
weather is bad. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
featuring the Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass, with a 
processional of  the choir to Respighi’s The Appian Way. 
Church In The Round with Trinity Singers at 8:45 a.m. 
in Jubilee Hall. The usual Sunday morning child care is 
offered. 

• On Easter Sunday (and every Sunday), shuttle buses 
run continuously between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn 
Avenue between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Note the 
designated spots in the Parish Life parking lot for the 
handicapped and senior citizens.

• The Easter offering goes to Salvation Army Center of  
Hope women’s shelter in Charlotte and Gbarnga Mission 
Station in Liberia. Checks can be made out to the church 
with Easter Offering on the memo line.

• The 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. services are available via 
livestreaming Easter Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Sunday School for children on Easter Sunday 
morning. Families are invited to worship together, 
though there is care for all services for children age fi ve 
and under. There is no Sunday evening youth gathering 
or Youth Choir.

• All are welcome to participate in a beloved church 
tradition, fi lling the cross on the front lawn on the 
Queens Road side with fl owers, weather permitting, and 
taking family photos.

Monday, April 6

• The church is closed. Those needing a pastor that day 
can call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the 
pastor on call.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Joseph Little Wear Jr., father of  Josephine Hauser and 
grandfather of  Jackson, Nat and Hollins Hauser, who died 
on March 12, 2015. Elizabeth (Libby) Boyd Gamble, mother of  
Beth Davies and grandmother of  Gray and Hunter Davis, 
who died on March 15, 2015. James (Jim) Hartell, son of  Linda 
Hartell, who died on March 15, 2015. Gumersinda (Gume) 
Villalongo, mother of  Carmen Rivera, who died on March 
19, 2015. Agnes Payne Schifando, mother of  Laurie Guy and 
grandmother of  Zachary Guy, who died on March 19, 2015. 
Lauren Georgia Reilly, daughter of  Art and Lynn Reilly, who 
died on March 20, 2015.

Babies
Hadley Jane Lipp, daughter of  Amanda and Sam Lipp and 
granddaughter of  Debby Wagner, born on March 22, 2015.

Weddings
Lindsey Lee Peele and Nathanael Seth Barrett, married March 21 at 
church.

HOLY WEEK, EASTER

Wonder what good comes of  your gift to Jubilee Plus!? In the 
Cornerstone and online, we are sharing how grants to various ministries 
help spread God’s love. Jubilee Plus! is the church fund that supports 
local and world outreach and scholarships, all outside the annual 
operating budget. Contributions are encouraged throughout the year.

A $20,000 gift to the Men’s Shelter of  Charlotte in 2014 
helped the ministry offer shelter, food, counsel and direction 
to the least of  these. Through the fi rst eight months of  this 
fi scal year, the North Tryon Street shelter served 1,286 men. 
It welcomed an average of  360 men each night, served 800 
to 900 meals a day, and pursued its mission of  helping the 
homeless move toward a more stable life. Says the Shelter’s 
Elaine Spallone: “We are transforming what it means to be 
a shelter, and it is more than meals and beds. Consider our 
equation: ‘Income plus housing plus support equals an end 
to homelessness.’ We are focused on investing in programs 
and services that help the men at our shelter gain income, 
fi nd housing, and establish a network of  supports. Our 
goals are measured by the number of  men who end their 
experience with homelessness because that is the true and 
important goal.”

Jubilee Plus! 
WHERE OUR MONEY GOES

The complete Holy Week schedule is also at www.mpumc.org.

The trip to England in 2013 made for wonderful moments, including this one in Bath. 
Photo by church member Albert Dulin.

Pictured at right: The Men’s Shelter offers a meal, and more.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

April 1, 2015

• SHARE THOUGHTS ON WEBSITE As the church 
launches a redesign of  its website, www.mpumc.org, 
feedback and suggestions are welcome on how to make it 
more user-friendly. E-mail melissa@mpumc.org.

• N.C. STATE CHORALE IN CONCERT The N.C. 
State University Chorale will perform a free concert at 4:00 
p.m. Sunday, April 12, in the Sanctuary featuring folk songs, 
spirituals and more.

• STUDY REVELATION All are invited to study the Book 
of  Revelation at the Bible study that meets Wednesdays 
from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. at Napa on Providence, 110 Perrin 
Place across from the church. The 22-week Revelation 
study starts April 8. Free breakfast is provided. Details: 
Ryan Blalock at RyanB@mpumc.org.

• CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The church weekend at 
Camp Tekoa near Hendersonville in the N.C. mountains is 
Memorial Day weekend, May 22-24. The annual gathering 
offers families and others a chance to share fellowship, 
games and worship. Registration runs through May 10. Visit 
www.mpumc.org for rates and more. Details: Jenna Zello at 
jenna@mpumc.org.

• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VBS for children ages 
four through fi fth grade is 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. June 22-
25. This year’s theme is G-Force: God’s Love in Action. Register 
through April 30 at www.mpumc.org. For more, visit the 
Children’s Ministries page at www.mpumc.org or e-mail 
sarah@mpumc.org.

• SUMMER FUN DAYS The summer program for children 
ages one through fi fth grade is July 13-17 and 20-24 – 9:30 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for preschoolers and kindergartners, and 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for elementary-age children. Brochures 
and registration forms are at the Children’s Ministries offi ces 
and www.mpumc.org.

• SUPPORT THE CHURCH LIBRARY Want to support 
the Church Library (Room 111 in the Parish Life Building)? 
You can donate a book in honor or memory of  a loved one 
with a bookplate. Books available for donation are at the 
library desk, along with easy instructions for making payment 
and designating a memorial. Questions? Reach Rev. Barbara 
Barden at 704-295-4813 or e-mail library@mpumc.org.

• ADULTS PLUS! The ministry for age 55 and over will meet 
at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 15, in Room 104 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Charlotte author and historian Mary Kratt will 
share Carolina Stories You Might Not Know. Lunch follows (meat 
loaf  and fi xings) in Jubilee Hall for $5, payable at the door. To 
make reservations by noon April 14, call 704-376-5520 (option 
two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

• UMAR LUNCHEON The Friends of  UMAR luncheon and 
art sale is at noon Tuesday, April 14, at Providence United 
Methodist, 2810 Providence Road. The event raises money to 
support adults with disabilities and the homes, job assistance 
and art/day programs that the nonprofi t provides. Details: 
Cameron Hunter at 704-659-7624 or CameronH@UMARinfo.

com. Guests can begin arriving at 11:00 a.m. for 
an art show and silent auction. 

OUTPOUR WEEK OF SERVICE
Outpour, the annual churchwide week of  service, is April 12-19, 
offering families, Sunday School classes, other small groups and 
individuals 28 opportunities to serve the community. Among 
the projects: Sort books at Sedgefi eld Elementary School, visit 
with residents at the Aldersgate retirement community (this is 
for Grades K-2), and pack meals and trays for Friendship Trays. 
Sign up for projects at www.mpumc.org/outpour or reach Ellen 
Spence at ellenspence@mpumc.org.
From left, Sandy Hieronymus, Sarah Beth Lankford and Lynn Rogers 
sorted books last year at Sedgefi eld Elementary School. 
Photo by Ellen Spence.



A Conversation On Faith
‘That’s How You’re Supposed To Live’
Rev. Nathan Arledge was fi ve years old when his life was 
shaped for good. It’s 1989. Hurricane Hugo strikes. David and 

Faye Arledge load their two boys, Isaac 
and Nathan, in the family pick-up and 
drive from their home in Hendersonville 
to Charleston to do what they can. Nathan 
remembers picking up limbs, or maybe 
his folks told him about it when he was 
old enough to understand. More than 
that, what remains most vivid is sharing a 
meal with other volunteers in the church 

fellowship hall where they stayed, comparing notes on what 
they did and who they helped. “I was probably busy drinking a 
chocolate milk at the time,” Nathan tells me by telephone.

A quarter-century later, you can still hear the passion in 
Nathan’s voice, for it does not fade with time. Nathan Arledge 
learned at an early age the meaning of  life, the meaning of  his life. 
It’s what makes him a pastor. It’s what makes him our Minister 
of  Missions come summer. As he told me, about Hugo and 
everything that has followed, “It’s knowing that that’s how 
you’re supposed to live, how you’re supposed to treat people.”

Nathan’s 31.  He’s outgoing, having fi nished in the 98th 
percentile in “extrovert” in the Conference’s psychological 
testing. He could have taken any number of  me-fi rst paths in 
life. But instead, inspired by his parents’ example, he chose 
the church as his platform to help heal this wounded world. 
At Front Street United Methodist, he grew the outreach 
programs like crazy – developing a partner church in Puerto 
Rico, going to Haiti and Honduras, handing out blankets to 
the needy through their Blanket Burlington initiative and more. 
Here, he plans to listen and learn at fi rst, not just to church 
members but to those he yearns to love. His call is clear: “Not 
being afraid to get into the nitty-gritty of  life, walk under the 
underpasses, use the gifts I got from my dad, talk to people. It’s 
about always seeing the ability to make a connection.”

In a sense, he’s still that kid with the chocolate milk in 
Charleston.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church life.

Rev. Nathan Arledge

• Age: 31.
• Marital Status: Single.
• Family: Son of  Rev. David and Faye Arledge. His 

father passed away from cancer in 2013 at age 62. His 
older brother, Isaac, lives in Mint Hill with his wife 
and four children. Not exactly family, but Nathan 
claims Pendleton, an English bulldog.

• Background: Born and raised Methodist in Hen-
dersonville in Western North Carolina. Earned a BS 
degree in history from Western North Carolina Uni-
versity and a Master of  Divinity from Duke Divinity 
School. Served as Youth Pastor at Aldersgate United 
Methodist in Durham while attending Duke, then 
Associate Pastor at Front Street United Methodist in 
Burlington.

• Favorite Movies: Toy Story 1, Toy Story 2 and Toy 
Story 3, Crash and St. Vincent.

• If  He Wasn’t A Pastor: “I would do everything in 
my power to be team chaplain for the Atlanta Braves, 
or even the bat boy.”

Nathan explains the photo (above): “This photo was taken in a 
favela in Recife, Brazil, in March 2014. This little boy was trying 
to get a rock to go in the bottle. I got down with him and tried to as-
sist. It was his source of  entertainment, my source of  connection. We 
smiled and laughed, two of  the best dissolvers of  language barriers.” 

Photo courtesy of  Nathan Arledge. 



Music Ministry Assistant and Chancel Choir 
member Nancy Hamff  looks ahead to the trip 
to Europe. 

The Chancel Choir is gearing up for 
its next big adventure: Off  we go to 
Salzburg, Vienna and Prague on Friday, 
May 15, returning on Saturday, May 
23. We will share the spirit of  Myers 
Park United Methodist Church with a 
new set of  listeners through our music, 
and through leadership in worship. 
Our fi rst sojourn to England in 2013 
remains a source of  great pride to the 
choir. Lasting friendships were formed. 
Memories of  singing in some of  the 
greatest worship spaces in England 
linger. Stories of  the less-than-serious 
moments continue to be told on each 
other (with great affection, of  course!).

Now we look forward to packing up 
80 musicians, staff  and friends for a 
whirlwind trip into Austrian and Czech 
history, language and culture.  We start in 
Salzburg, being tourist-y as we take “The Sound of  Music” 
tour. Then we switch to the sublime to sing at worship 
in Salzburg Cathedral, where Mozart was baptized. Next 
is Vienna to sing in concert at the historic St. Stephen 
Cathedral. We’ll also gather for a private concert in the 
rehearsal space for the Vienna Boys Choir, then eat dinner 
at one of  the famous underground cellar-restaurants. In 
Prague, we will sing in concert at the historic Church of  the 
Holy Savior, and participate in a choral festival in nearby 
Nymburk at the Church of  St. Giles, site of  a massacre of  

the entire town’s population during The Thirty Years’ War. 
The trip ends with a night of  dinner, music and dancing led 
by a Moravian folk group.

This will be a busy, exciting time. Throughout our travels 
together, we will embrace a strong sense of  mission, sharing 
the love of  God with strangers through our gift of  music.

Church Director of  Multimedia Ministries Jim Deal will accompany 
the Chancel Choir – chronicling the sights and sounds and sharing 
daily updates online. Look to www.youtube.com/myersparkmethodist, 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/myersparkumc and www.mpumc.org.

CHOIR’S NEXT EXCELLENT 
ADVENTURE: EUROPE

Maundy Thursday, April 2

• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on 
earth. Chamber Singers and a chamber orchestra share 
selections from chant to modern. Child care for ages fi ve 
and under. Livestreaming available at www.mpumc.org.

Good Friday, April 3

• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for ages fi ve and under. 
Livestreaming available at www.mpumc.org.

Easter Sunday, April 5

• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 
Parker Haynes preaching. Moves to Francis Chapel if  the 
weather is bad. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
featuring the Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass, with a 
processional of  the choir to Respighi’s The Appian Way. 
Church In The Round with Trinity Singers at 8:45 a.m. 
in Jubilee Hall. The usual Sunday morning child care is 
offered. 

• On Easter Sunday (and every Sunday), shuttle buses 
run continuously between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn 
Avenue between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Note the 
designated spots in the Parish Life parking lot for the 
handicapped and senior citizens.

• The Easter offering goes to Salvation Army Center of  
Hope women’s shelter in Charlotte and Gbarnga Mission 
Station in Liberia. Checks can be made out to the church 
with Easter Offering on the memo line.

• The 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. services are available via 
livestreaming Easter Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Sunday School for children on Easter Sunday 
morning. Families are invited to worship together, 
though there is care for all services for children age fi ve 
and under. There is no Sunday evening youth gathering 
or Youth Choir.

• All are welcome to participate in a beloved church 
tradition, fi lling the cross on the front lawn on the 
Queens Road side with fl owers, weather permitting, and 
taking family photos.

Monday, April 6

• The church is closed. Those needing a pastor that day 
can call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the 
pastor on call.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Joseph Little Wear Jr., father of  Josephine Hauser and 
grandfather of  Jackson, Nat and Hollins Hauser, who died 
on March 12, 2015. Elizabeth (Libby) Boyd Gamble, mother of  
Beth Davies and grandmother of  Gray and Hunter Davis, 
who died on March 15, 2015. James (Jim) Hartell, son of  Linda 
Hartell, who died on March 15, 2015. Gumersinda (Gume) 
Villalongo, mother of  Carmen Rivera, who died on March 
19, 2015. Agnes Payne Schifando, mother of  Laurie Guy and 
grandmother of  Zachary Guy, who died on March 19, 2015. 
Lauren Georgia Reilly, daughter of  Art and Lynn Reilly, who 
died on March 20, 2015.

Babies
Hadley Jane Lipp, daughter of  Amanda and Sam Lipp and 
granddaughter of  Debby Wagner, born on March 22, 2015.

Weddings
Lindsey Lee Peele and Nathanael Seth Barrett, married March 21 at 
church.

HOLY WEEK, EASTER

Wonder what good comes of  your gift to Jubilee Plus!? In the 
Cornerstone and online, we are sharing how grants to various ministries 
help spread God’s love. Jubilee Plus! is the church fund that supports 
local and world outreach and scholarships, all outside the annual 
operating budget. Contributions are encouraged throughout the year.

A $20,000 gift to the Men’s Shelter of  Charlotte in 2014 
helped the ministry offer shelter, food, counsel and direction 
to the least of  these. Through the fi rst eight months of  this 
fi scal year, the North Tryon Street shelter served 1,286 men. 
It welcomed an average of  360 men each night, served 800 
to 900 meals a day, and pursued its mission of  helping the 
homeless move toward a more stable life. Says the Shelter’s 
Elaine Spallone: “We are transforming what it means to be 
a shelter, and it is more than meals and beds. Consider our 
equation: ‘Income plus housing plus support equals an end 
to homelessness.’ We are focused on investing in programs 
and services that help the men at our shelter gain income, 
fi nd housing, and establish a network of  supports. Our 
goals are measured by the number of  men who end their 
experience with homelessness because that is the true and 
important goal.”

Jubilee Plus! 
WHERE OUR MONEY GOES

The complete Holy Week schedule is also at www.mpumc.org.

The trip to England in 2013 made for wonderful moments, including this one in Bath. 
Photo by church member Albert Dulin.

Pictured at right: The Men’s Shelter offers a meal, and more.



Rev. Nathan Arledge has been named 
Minister of  Missions at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, 
called to lead the 
congregation out 
into the world. 
He arrives in early 
July, and those 
who know Nathan 
agree it won’t take 
him long to make 
his passionate 
presence felt.

“This is a guy who 
is the complete package: Spiritual, joyful, 
innovative,” said church member Jennifer 
Rothacker, chair of  the Search Committee 
that recommended him from more than 50 
candidates. “While he impressed us with 
his bold ideas for service and clear love 
for God, what really nailed it for me were 
his incredible recommendations. Folks got 
in touch with us unsolicited to tell us how 
remarkable Nathan is. They love his way with 
people, his deep love, his track record on 
getting things done.”

Nathan, 31, has served as Associate Pastor 
at Front Street United Methodist  in 
Burlington since 2011. Among his roles at 
the 1,900-member church: Expanding local 
and world outreach. At Myers Park United 
Methodist, he will succeed Rev. Michelle 
Shrader, who leaves this month to serve as 
a Missionary Pastor at Central Methodist 
Mission in Cape Town, South Africa.

Nathan grew up Methodist in 
Hendersonville, graduating from Western 
North Carolina University and then Duke 
Divinity School. His parents, David and Faye, 
were educators until his father heard the call 
to ministry. He was serving as Senior Pastor 
of  Moores Chapel United Methodist Church 
in Charlotte when cancer took him in 2013. 
Rev. David Arledge was 62. “Way too young,” 
Nathan says.

Turn inside to read about Nathan’s journey to 
ministry, and how he learned at an early age about 
caring for your neighbor.

A NIGHT FOR CHAMP AND THE HORNETS
Church member Janie Booth, 17, a senior at Myers Park High, is a 
CHAMP volunteer, working with students at Sedgefi eld Elementary 
School. They do more than hit the books, as she shares here. Janie is 
one of  33 youth from Myers Park United Methodist who mentor a 
young student through CHAMP.

It was drizzling when the Myers Park United Methodist bus 
pulled up to South Tryon Community Church, but it didn’t 
dampen the spirits of  22 elementary school scholars. The 
Sedgefi eld Elementary students were buzzing with excite-
ment to attend a Charlotte Hornets basketball game at 
the uptown arena. The trip was a reward for meeting their 
academic goals over four months in the Children Achieving 
Maximum Potential (CHAMP) program. We sat courtside 
as the players warmed up, which proved to be a highlight 
for both the scholars and those of  us lucky enough to be 

able to mentor them. By far, the wide-eyed enthusiasm of  
each scholar was the best part of  the trip, as well as the kids’ 
rowdy cheers at each Hornets basket. Unfortunately, the 
Hornets lost to Sacramento.

Sitting courtside at the game was a highlight for scholars and  mentors.

• Keep an eye out in late May for Michael Conner, the 
church’s Duke Divinity School summer intern. A native 
of  Woodstown, N.J., he’s in his second year at Duke, 
on track for a Master of  Divinity degree. He earned a 
BA in Biblical Literature from Indiana Wesleyan. More 
when Michael gets here.

• Church member Carol Anne Lawler, whose job with 
Hospice & Palliative Care involves educating the faith 
community about end-of-life issues, shares that April 
16 is National Healthcare Decisions Day. The initiative 
encourages advance care planning. She’s available to 
talk with Sunday School classes and other church and 
civic groups. Reach her at 704-375-0100 or LawlerC@
hpccr.org.

• A milestone for Rose Chauffeured Transportation, the 
family-owned Charlotte company that provides the 

Sunday morning shuttle service to and from church: 
The company marked 30 years in business, as featured 
in The Observer. Not that the Rose folks don’t consider 
church members VIPs, but founder H.A. Thompson 
shared this celebrity-rider anecdote with the paper: The 
night they chauffeured Elizabeth Taylor and stopped 
at Bojangles’ so she could grab a bite. The shuttle bus 
runs continuously Sundays from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
between the church and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 
Radcliffe Avenue.

• Extra copies of  Intersection magazine – with those 
colorful hearts on the cover – are available around the 
campus or by reaching Director of  Communications 
Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org. 
The Spring edition explores love in many forms, 
including the fellowship of  Adults Plus!

The Cornerstone Googled 
“favorite Easter hymns” 
and up popped a survey: 
1. Christ, The Lord Is Risen 
Today (54%). 2. Jesus Christ 
Is Risen Today (42%). 3. 
Crown Him With Many 
Crowns (40%). 4. I Know 
That My Redeemer Lives 
(36%). 5. Blessed Assurance 
(32%). 6. Hallelujah Chorus 
(30%). 7. All Hail The 
Power Of  Jesus’ Name 
(28%). 8. All Creatures 
Of  Our God And King 
(26%). 9. Love Divine, All 
Loves Excelling (24%). 10. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Let the 
Holy Anthem Rise (22%).

SNAPSHOTS

Vol. 46, No. 7
April 1, 2015

published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

OUR DUKE SUMMER INTERN; SUNDAY SHUTTLE

Rev. Nathan Arledge

Rev. Nathan Arledge
OUR NEW MINISTER OF MISSIONS

May Easter fi ll your heart with hope, and move you to share that hope 
with others. Look inside, and to www.mpumc.org, for the complete 
schedule of  Holy Week services.

EASTER 2015
“We have a God 
who works the 
night shift…”

“We have a God 
who works the 
night shift…”

–Dr. Melanie Dobson
from her sermon March 15




