
Consider this Rick Gaskins’ Ferrari 
moment, only with his family at his side 
and probably a nicer bottle of  red wine.

Come June, Rick and Bronwyn and their 
10-year-old daughter Joan will leave 

home and church 
in Charlotte for a 
year in France. Rick 
has resigned from 
his job running the 
Catawba Riverkeeper 
Foundation, a 
nonprofi t dedicated 
to preserving our 

waterways. Bronwyn has lived before in 
France and will feel right at home. They’ve 
enrolled Joan in school. She and her dad 
are already taking French lessons.

Rick, 56, is calling this his “sabbatical 
year,” after which he plans to come 
back for the last leg of  his career before 
retirement. But it’s more than that, as 
many of  us his age will appreciate. This is 
Rick’s chance to discover that great, big, 
beautiful world beyond 9 to 5 – the one 
he’ll fi ll with adventure, rest, a focus on 
family, and a few bike rides on the Tour de 
France route because it runs past where 
they’ll be living.

Midlife crisis?

More like a midlife blessing.

Rick’s a friend, so we’ve been talking 
about his adventure for awhile now. The 
closer it gets, the better it’s becoming. 
They leave June 20 – not by plane but on 
the Queen Mary sailing out of  New York. 
What’s the rush, right? They’ll spend the 
fi rst month in Paris, then a month near 
the Swiss border (they’re working on that 

A Conversation On Faith

By Melissa McGill

A Lenten healing service at 6:00 p.m. Sunday, 
March 8, will offer prayer, soft music and 
an opportunity to come to kneelers around 
Francis Chapel for 
anointing with oil.

Minister of  Worship 
and the Arts Rev. 
Ellen Robison and 
Minister of  Faith 
Formation Dr. 
Melanie Dobson 
are facilitating the 
service. The United 
Methodist Book of  
Worship contains a 
variety of  healing 
services focused on specifi c issues, including 
healing from addiction and healing from 
the loss of  a pregnancy. The Order of  
Worship for Sunday’s service will be general, 
welcoming all in need of  healing.

Dr. Dobson explains the theological 
implications, and what those who come can 

expect: “Healing is certainly scriptural, it’s a 
practice that Jesus frequently did. The book 
of  James specifi cally instructs Christians to 
call together the elders of  the church and to 
anoint people with oil for healing. The Greek 

word means both 
healing in the sense of  
restoration of  the body 
but also redemption of  
the spirit. So it’s very 
holistic in that we heal 
mind, body and spirit in 
this practice.

“Theologically, what we 
think happens in the 
anointing is more of  
a strengthening of  the 
person who receives 

it, a recognition that they are not alone and 
that God is present with them. That’s why we 
come for healing. It’s not for a magical release 
from illness. It is to know that we are indeed 
within the bonds of  grace and mercy, held 
in the hands of  a loving God who wishes 
wellness for us.”

Many of  you 
shared your Ash 
Wednesday with us 
on Instagram. We 
love seeing your 
photos and your 
insights into this 
holy season. Keep 
it up and you may 
see your photos in 
a future issue of  
the Cornerstone.

Continued Inside...

The church has started receiving applications from those 
interested in succeeding Rev. Michelle Shrader as missions 
ministry leader. The Staff  Parish Relations Committee 
hopes to have the right person in place to lead world 
and local missions by July. Church member Jennifer 
Rothacker is chairing the Search Committee. Reach her at 
jrothacker2@gmail.com.

• The ad for the position: Myers Park United Methodist 
Church will be hiring a new staff  person to lead our 
local and world missions program. Could be ordained 
or lay. The best candidates will have a contagious 
passion for urban and global involvement, experience 
in working with volunteers in ministry, the ability to 
articulate a robust vision for why mission matters, 
organizational aptitude, and a delight in serving on a 
staff  team. We need a leader as we have an impact on 
the city and world, and as we help our people discover 

their calling to serve. Myers Park is a 5,200-member 
church near uptown involved in affordable housing, 
several urban poverty, literacy and hunger initiatives, 
Freedom School, and relationships in Brazil, Costa 
Rica, Haiti and more. Inquiries to MissionSearch@
mpumc.org, or letters of  interest and resumes sent 
there or to Mission Search, Myers Park United 
Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte NC 28207.

• The congregation says good-bye to Michelle on Palm 
Sunday, March 29, as she leaves in April for South 
Africa. A reception with lemonade and cookies will be 
from 10:30 to 11:00 a.m. and again at noon that Sunday 
in Jubilee Hall. A love offering is being taken. Checks 
can be made out to Michelle Shrader Love Offering and 
mailed to the church at 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 
NC 28207 or brought to the reception.

Who couldn’t use a little 
shot of  springtime? The 
Children’s Circle Spring 
Carnival will be from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 
April 25, in the parking 
lot beside the Parish Life 
Building. It moves indoors 
if  the weather’s bad, but 
let’s not think about that. 
Think instead of  games, 
new rides, expanded food 
offerings and families from 
the church preschool and 
community having a blast. 
Details to come. Those 
who want to help can 
reach Cassie Albergotti at 
cassie.albergotti@gmail.
com.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

THE LATEST ON THE MISSIONS OPENING

YOUR ASH WEDNESDAY PHOTOS

Bronwyn, Joan and Rick Gaskins hiking at 
Douthat State Park. Photo courtesy of  

the Gaskins family.

‘Bonds Of  Grace And Mercy’
A SERVICE OF HEALING



• Church members can begin signing up March 8 for 
OUTpour – the week of  community service April 12-19 
offering 20-plus opportunities to reach out. The full 
list of  opportunities – many perfect for families – is 
at www.mpumc.org/serve, where people can register 
for a project. Among the ministries: Charlotte Rescue 
Mission, Crisis Assistance Ministry and Loaves & 
Fishes. Details: Ellen Spence at 704-295-4826 or 
ellenspence@mpumc.org.

• As the church thinks about how it raises money, a group 
is being formed to look at church fund-raising, how it’s 
done, what works, what doesn’t, and how to improve. 
Says Dr. Howell: “We wonder if  you know of  someone 
in our church family who would bring good abilities and 
thinking to this. If  so, please let me know at james@
mpumc.org, or Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.”

• Speaking of  generosity, look for a story and photos in 
this month’s Intersection magazine on Jubilee Plus! and its 
support of  Charlotte Family Housing. That’s one of  
the many causes supported by the church’s year-round 
fund for local and world outreach and scholarships. 
Contributions to Jubilee Plus! are encouraged throughout 
the year, not just during stewardship season.

• Young adults on a recent Sunday morning handed 
out 900 snack packs – Agape Bags – to worshipers 
heading home, encouraging people to hand them out 
to the homeless. The packs included a granola bar, fruit 
snacks, bottled water and hygiene products. Reports 
Director of  Young Adults Ryan Blalock: “Many people 
were really excited to receive the snack packs. We often 
heard the sentiment, ‘I’ve always felt awkward wanting 
to help the homeless, but also fearing the danger of  
giving people money.’ One woman said, ‘No thanks, 
I’m not from around here,’ which led me to wonder if  
she’s from some magical land where no one is in need.” 
Those who store the snacks packs in their car, to hand 
out at traffi c lights perhaps, are encouraged to share the 
experience with Blalock at ryanb@mpumc.org.

• Postponed by ice, the 21st annual Friends of  UMAR 
Luncheon and art sale has been rescheduled for noon 
Tuesday, April 14, at Providence United Methodist 
Church, 2810 Providence Road. Each year, the luncheon 
raises money to support adults with disabilities and the 
homes, job assistance and art/day programs that the 
nonprofi t provides. To learn more, RSVP or donate: 
Cameron Hunter at 704-659-7624 or CameronH@
UMARinfo.com. Guests can arrive at 11:00 a.m. for an 
art show and silent auction.

JOIN OUTPOUR; CHURCH FUND-RAISING

leg of  the trip), then nine months in a small, medieval-era 
house they’ve rented in Angers (pronounced ah-zhay). It’s a 
metropolitan area of  300,000 or so, 200 miles southwest of  
Paris, where Joan will attend school and Rick and Bronwyn 
will immerse themselves in another life. He’ll pedal along the 
Tour de France route, maybe join a rowing club, get involved 
in environmental issues, enjoy his family, make new friends and 
look forward to whatever tomorrow brings.

What’s the rush, right?

Rick says there’s a rogue gene in his family, and maybe that’s 
why France is calling. All he knows is that a mantra is already 
forming around all this – a “We’re-out-of-here, don’t-worry-
about-it” spirit carrying him to a new country, and a new way 
of  life, at least for a year.

As the French say, Tout à fait.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith...
Continued From The Front Page...

Sunday, March 8

• A Lenten healing 
service is at 6:00 p.m. 
in Francis Chapel with 
prayer, Scripture and 
anointing with oil.

Sunday, March 15

• Church In The Round 
worship team joins 
with worship teams 
from Myers Park 
Presbyterian and 
Covenant Presbyterian 
churches for Music to Mission, a night of  contemporary 
Christian music and worship at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. 
An offering will support the Men’s Shelter of  Charlotte.

Palm Sunday, March 29

• With palms to mark Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem Sanctuary services are at 8:30 a.m. (Chancel 
Choir), 9:45 a.m. (Chancel Choir) and 11:00 a.m. (Youth 
Choir and Chamber Singers). Church In The Round 
(Trinity Singers) is at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall. The usual 
Sunday morning child care is offered.

• The labyrinth is available 3:00 p.m. Sunday, March 29, to 
8:00 p.m. Thursday, April 2, in Room 108 of  the Parish 
Life Building.

Maundy Thursday, April 2

• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on 
earth. Chamber Singers and a chamber orchestra share 
selections from chant to modern. Child care for ages 
fi ve and under.

Good Friday, April 3

• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for ages fi ve and under.

Easter Sunday, April 5

• Sunrise service at 7:00 p.m. at the columbarium with 
Rev. Parker Haynes preaching. Moves to Francis Chapel 
if  the weather is bad. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
the Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass, with a processional 
of  the choir to Respighi’s The Appian Way. Church In 
The Round with Trinity Singers at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee 
Hall. The usual Sunday morning child care is offered.  

• Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 
church on Easter Sunday in honor of  or in memory 
of  a loved one? Send a check for $15 per dedication by 

noon Friday, March 27. Indicate “in honor of  (name)” 
or “in memory of  (name)” on the check. Mail it to 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, att.: Peg 
Broughton.

• On Easter Sunday (and every Sunday), shuttle buses 
run continuously between the church and Myers Park 
Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn 
Avenue between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Note the 
designated spots in the Parish Life parking lot for the 
handicapped and senior citizens.

• The Easter offering goes to the Salvation Army Center 
of  Hope women’s shelter in Charlotte and Gbarnga 
Mission Station in Liberia.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Sunday School for children on Easter 
Sunday morning. Families are invited to worship 
together, though there is care for all services for children 
age fi ve and under. There is no Sunday evening youth 
gathering or Youth Choir.

• All are welcome to participate in a beloved church 
tradition, fi lling the cross on the front lawn on the 
Queens Road side with fl owers, weather permitting, and 
taking family photos.

Monday, April 6

• The church is closed. Those needing a pastor that day 
can call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the 
pastor on call.

This And That

• The small chapel beside the Sanctuary is open for 
weekday prayer during Lent, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

• In the tradition of  St. Ignatius, Daily Examen cards for 
refl ection are around the church. Wednesdays at 5:15 
p.m. in Francis Chapel, a corporate experience of  the 
Examen is part of  the weekly Holy Communion service.

• Dr. Howell is refl ecting on Mercy in his e-mail series. To 
sign up, e-mail james@mpumc.org or Peg Broughton at 
peg@mpumc.org.

• Meditations for Lent, a devotional by Stephen Ministries, is 
around the campus and at www.mpumc.org.

• Lenten Calendar 2015, produced by Children’s Ministries, 
is also around the campus.

• The Lenten schedule is at www.mpumc.org.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Melvin Arthur Halpern, husband of  Cristina Halpern, father of  
Marcello Halpern and Lucia Davies and grandfather of  Sophia 
and Olivia Halpern, who died on February 17, 2015. Thomas 
Daniel Johnson, father of  June Vander Woude, brother-in-law of  
Fred and June Wise and uncle of  Louise Rankin, who died on 
February 15, 2015. Virginia Hopkins, mother of  Frank Turner 
and grandmother of  Frank Turner IV, who died on February 
16, 2015. Harrison Blanton, brother of  Todd Blanton and uncle 
of  Robert and Matt Blanton, who died on February 19, 2015. 
Linda Todd Schellenberger, sister of  Mollie Baker, who died on 
February 19, 2015. Frederick Herbert Steck Jr., father of  Marietta 
Murphy and grandfather of  Dunn, Daven and Alston Murphy, 

who died on February 19, 2015. Evelyn S. Clark, mother 
of  Robin Funderburk and Sandi Covington, who died on 
February 20, 2015.

Babies
Ashton Blake Kanera, son of  Tamara and Josh Kanera and 
brother of  Hayley Anne and Arden Presley, born on February 
11, 2015. Olivia Mary Ogburn, daughter of  Blair and Victor 
Ogburn, granddaughter of  Linda Parker and niece of  Jordan 
Parker, born on February 13, 2015.

Weddings
Kristie Marie Brinkley and John Ryan Williams, married February 
21 at church.

LENT, DAY BY DAY



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

March 4, 2015

CAREGIVING SERIES UNDER WAY

A four-part series Mondays in March – Caregiving: Navigating 
The Journey – has begun, open to the congregation and 
community. There is no preregistration. Programs are at 7:00 
p.m. E-mail kristen@mpumc.org for child care. Here’s the 
remaining schedule:

• SIGN UP FOR SUMMER Registration for Children’s 
Ministries’ summer programs begins Sunday, March 8, 
in the lobby of  the Parish Life Building – Camp Tekoa 
Weekend (May 22-24), Vacation Bible School (June 22-25), 
Summer Fun Days (July 13-17 and 20-24) and Performing 
Arts Camp (August 10-14).

• THE DARING WAY Licensed professional counselor 
Bronah Livingston and church member Frances Baldwin 
will again offer The Daring Way, a seven-week course to 
help people fi nd the path to more wholehearted living. 
The class will be from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays 
from April 7 to May 19 in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Up to 10 people can take the course, which is 
open to the community. Participants are asked to attend 
all seven sessions. To register by March 30 and learn about 
the cost and more, reach Baldwin at 704-654-0064 or 
frances@baldwindavis.com. The course offers small-group 
discussion and sharing on how to live life more fully.

• CPR/AED Two classes to learn CPR and how to use the 
automated external defi brillator (AED) will be from 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m. Thursday, March 26, in Room 110 of  the Parish 
Life Building and 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Monday, April 13, in 
Room 108. Cost is $30, payable by March 24. To register: 
704-376-5520 (ext. 5800) or reach Carmen Rivera 
at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• ADULTS PLUS! The Adults Plus! ministry to ages 55 and 
over will meet at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 18, in Room 
103 of  the Parish Life Building to hear Kristan Seaford share 
her stirring story. The Matthews mother of  fi ve developed 
sepsis, an infection of  the blood that led to the amputation 
of  her hands, left leg below the knee, and toes and part of  the 
heel of  her right foot. She’ll talk about her journey, and faith. 
Lunch (almond chicken and rice pilaf) follows in Jubilee Hall 
for $5. For reservations by noon March 17, call 704-376-5520 
(option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

• WANT TO TOUR THE CHURCH? Church member 
David Dulin leads tours of  the church Sundays at noon, 
starting in the Sanctuary narthex. He calls it A Little Art, A 
Little Architecture, A Little History. To schedule a tour, reach 
him at 704-650-3217 or ddulin@uwcentralcarolinas.org.

• A DAY FOR THE RELATIVES The Relatives, a Charlotte 
nonprofi t that helps children, youth and young adults in crisis, 
will hold a one-mile walk and community festival Saturday, 
March 21, to raise awareness of  its work. Working with The 
Relatives, Myers Park United Methodist Church is designated 
as a Safe Place for kids in crisis. To learn more, visit www.
TheRelatives.org.

• HELP NEEDED AFTER FUNERALS Volunteers are 
needed to help serve refreshments at the visitation after 
services. Contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@
mpumc.org.

• OPERATION HEAVY METAL Charlotte Family Housing 
needs help renovating its three shelter sites. To volunteer 
for Operation Heavy Metal, as it’s dubbed, as a group or 
individual, contact Katie Vodra at 704-996-5119 or KVodra@
CharlotteFamilyHousing.org.

• YELLOW BRICK ROAD WALK The church is forming a 
team to participate in the 2.5-mile Yellow Brick Road Walk to 
support Charlotte Family Housing at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 
19. Visit www.CFHYellowBrickRoad.org to learn more.

• CHURCH APP To download, search for Myers Park 
Methodist in the App Store for iPhone/iPad, Google Play for 
Android or the Window Phone Marketplace.

• March 9, Francis Chapel, Caring For A Loved One 
In The Home Setting. Presented by Jennifer Szakaly of  
Caregiving Corner and physical therapist Blake Brookshire.

• March 16, Francis Chapel, Choosing A Level Of  
Care. Hillary Kaylor of  the Area Agency on Aging 
explores selecting an appropriate care facility.

• March 23, Francis Chapel, Aging And Spirituality. 
Dr. Melanie Dobson takes a broader look.



South Tryon Community Church:
‘There’s An Aura Of  Love Here’

Left: In years past, our two churches came together to celebrate and worship through liturgical dance

Right: Myers Park United Methodist Church member Bob Honour (standing far right) and some of  our friends at South Tryon Community 
Church. Top row from left: Darryl Maxwell, Lance Ransom Sr., Kelvin Ransom and Bob. Front row from left: Debbie Williams and 

Latasha Williams. Photo by Laurie Anne Walden.

Members of  Myers Park United Methodist and South Tryon Community 
churches have long shared a partnership rich in fellowship, from Bible 
study to worship to The Trinity’s Table community lunch. Here, Myers 
Park member (and volunteer reporter) Laurie Anne Walden introduces 
us to several members of  the South Tryon family, a sweet reminder of  the 
bond that unites the two communities of  faith.

We  gathered one Sunday at South Tryon Community 
Church, pastored by Rev. Tiffany Thomas, to talk about its 
meaning in the lives of  those who call it their faith home.

• Darryl Maxwell, an ordained deacon at the church, fi rst 
came as a guest musician but has since found a spiritual 
home. “I just came to play drums, and I’m doing some 
of  everything now,” he tells me with a contented laugh. 
“There are hundreds of  churches between my home and 
South Tryon…There’s an aura of  love here.”

• Administrative assistant Debbie Williams talks about the 
large number of  programs for young people. Wednesday 
night Bible study, for example, welcomes 70 to 100 
children. “There’s a focus on the children because we have 
so many of  them.” Whether you’re a regular or come only 
once, she says, “We’re going to love you just the same.”

• Latasha Williams, who leads the Women’s Ministry, found 
new boldness as a singer. “I sing well, but I never felt 
that I sang well enough to draw anyone in. South Tryon 
has pushed me to the forefront.” She loves seeing people 

respond to her singing, not because she has a good voice 
but because God has used her to touch them.

• Lance Ransom Sr., the Director of  Christian Education, 
has a heart for children. “This is a typical inner-city 
community with typical inner-city problems. Direction for 
young men is a vital necessity. I told God I’m going to give 
to these kids because I hope somebody is giving to mine. 
God’s been faithful to that.”

• Lay speaker Kelvin Ransom found his calling as a chef  at 
South Tryon. “I got my fi rst professional job here as the 
head chef. I never knew what my gift was until I cooked 
for someone.” He feels blessed to be able to help in so 
many ways at South Tryon, from cooking to coaching 
youth basketball to ushering. “We all wear a lot of  hats.”

Myers Park United Methodist’s Bob Honour, deeply engaged in 
the life of  South Tryon, joined us for the conversation. While 
praising the South Tryon folks who give their all to the church, 
he challenged members of  Myers Park to join them. “We have 
limited resources (at South Tryon) both in terms of  manpower 
and fi nances, so all of  these people are doing way more than 
you would fi nd at other churches. We’re here saving lives.”

Bob is glad to talk with anyone interested in getting involved at South 
Tryon Community Church. Reach him at 704-591-9701.


