
At Close Of  2014:
WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?
Church member Dr. John Clarkson, chair of  the 
Finance Committee, shares this message of  gratitude.

Once again, members of  Myers Park 
United Methodist Church responded with 
an incredible surge in 
giving during the fi nal 
weeks of  2014.

We collected nearly 
$1.2 million in 
December to carry 
forward into this 
new year with a small 
surplus of  $13,325. 
Total collections 
for 2014 were 
$5,016,169.84. Thanks 
to all who generously responded to support 
the important work of  our staff  and many 
devoted volunteers.

The church operating budget for 2015 is 
$5,333,425.

Estimated giving pledged by the 
congregation for 2015 has increased by 
nearly 14 percent for the operating budget, 
and 33 percent for Jubilee Plus! Pledges for 
Jubilee Plus! for 2015 stand at $300,338. A 
page of  inspiring numbers and photographs 
inside today’s Cornerstone tells the story of  the 
Jubilee Plus! fund, which goes to local and 
world outreach and scholarships, all outside 
the church operating budget. Contributions 
to Jubilee Plus! are encouraged all year long.

In the next few weeks, church leaders will 
begin a broader discussion on a fi ve-year 
plan to enhance local and world mission 
outreach. Those with questions or ideas 
about the fi nancial life of  the church can 
reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org

Dr. Melanie Dobson met with Stephen Ministers to talk about 
caregiving, and connecting with those dealing with a chronic illness. 
Stephen Minister Ron Knape shares highlights of  the program here. 
Dr. Dobson wrote about her own search for healing in the Winter 
2014 issue of  Intersection and her determination to “live fully” in 
the face of  physical challenges. Copies are around the church. Stephen 
Ministers offer one-on-one care and support to those struggling in 
some way, with the emphasis on listening. Those who need a Stephen 
Minister, or want to serve as one, can reach Rev. Bill Roth at 704-
295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org.

Dr. Melanie Dobson led a fascinating conversation on 
caring for those living with chronic disease. We embraced 
the dialogue, and the lessons she helped us explore, 
including: “Suffering cannot be shared even though you 
and your care receiver may be experiencing the same illness 

or grief. Allow your care receivers to be a witness to you 
through their own testimony. It’s about healing in the face 
of  no cure.”

She said that while it is natural to think of  healing and 
a cure as being virtually synonymous, some experience 
healing without being cured of  whatever illness they face.

“Illness and disease disrupt who we are,” Dr. Dobson 
told us. “People become stigmatized, isolated, socially 
marginalized. It is the role of  the church, and Stephen 
Ministers in particular, to walk with others, to be present, 
to be a ‘lighthouse’ illuminating hope. It requires the art 
of  patient caring, meaning caring patiently, without time 
horizons and expectations, without judgment.”

‘TO BE A LIGHTHOUSE ILLUMINATING HOPE’

We live interesting lives and, if  we are 
fortunate, get enough time on this earth to 

make a mark. So it was 
with our friend Sydnor 
Thompson, age 90, who 
left us with more than a 
few stories worth telling. 
We are each majestic in 
our uniqueness. It’s just 
that not all of  us get 
to kiss our 91-year-old 

marathon-running wife in Times Square in 
front of  a bunch of  cameras…

I was happy to oblige when The Observer 
asked me to write Sydnor’s obituary for 
its news pages. It needed to be someone 
from the church he loved so deeply. And 
having chronicled Harriette’s running and 
been cross-examined by Sydnor while I was 
speaking at a dinner meeting of  the Horace 
Williams Philsophy Discussion Group, I 
fi gure I earned the honor of  capturing his 
life in 1,200 words. But the honor is yours 
as well, for so many church members shared 
vignettes that made me laugh, then say to 
myself, “Ah yes, that was Sydnor.”

Durward Owen recalled how Sydnor was 
always 10 minutes late to Charlotte Opera 
board meetings. Ever the lawyer, Sydnor 
defended himself  thusly: “I am only 

appropriately late.” 
Another story from 
Durward made the 
newspaper, namely 
Sydnor’s winking 
response when 
asked if  he’d vote 
for an ape if  it 
was a Democrat. 
“I’d seriously 
consider it.”

From a book of  
verse that Sydnor 
wrote comes this 
1997 jewel, entitled 
“To Hattie With 

Love on Our 50th Wedding Anniversary” – 
Here’s to my heroine Hattie, who saves me from foods 
that are fatty. The light of  my life, she’s the fi nest 
wife since Mother married Daddy.

A Conversation On Faith

Continued Inside

Dr. John Clarkson

Sydnor Thompson.
Photo courtesy of  The 
Charlotte Observer.

• Scout Sunday is February 8, celebrating the work 
of  Boy Scout Troop No. 3 at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. Scouts will sit together in uniform 
at the 11:00 a.m. service and also collect food donated 
by the congregation for Loaves & Fishes. On February 
1, two Scouts earned their Eagle Scout in a ceremony 
in Francis Chapel: Tripp Meland, 17, son of  Cece and 
Ernie Meland, made improvements to Wing Haven 
garden for his project. Cole Bloomer, 17, son of  
Kathy and Mark Bloomer, installed picnic tables and 
performed landscaping at Myers Park Trinity Little 
League fi elds. For more on Scouting, reach church 
member Courtenay Miller at cmiller@cplanning.com.

• Rev. Kevin Wright, former Minister of  Missions at 
Myers Park United Methodist, has a new job: He’s 
leaving his post as Protestant Chaplain at Georgetown 
Law Center in Washington, D.C. to become Minister 

of  Education at The Riverside Church in New York 
City, the famed interdenominational congregation.

• Cornerstone readers will recall last issue’s article by a 
Mystery Diner recruited to eat at H.O.T. Wednesday 
and write about the level of  friendliness. She said the 
church did OK warmth-wise, but could do better. 
Church member J.J. Holshouser is taking up the 
Mystery Diner’s challenge, as she shared: “Defi nitely 
made me realize that I should make a habit – whether 
at church or H.O.T. Wednesday – to look around for 
those who look like they’re new and try to be more 
welcoming.”

• Answering Our Call, the church strategic plan, is on 
the home page of  www.mpumc.org, articulating eight 
goals: Growth In Faith, Radical Hospitality, Affordable 
Housing, Education, Partnership, Community Building, 
Stewardship Of  Resources, and Urgency.

The Cornerstone is moved 
to offer this reminder 
after spotting a pacifi er 
attached to a WubbaNub 
stuffed cow at the front 
desk in the Parish Life 
lobby, waiting to be picked 
up by the poor child (and 
his family) who left it. 
Stuff  left at church often 
winds up at the front desk. 
Check there fi rst. Then it 
goes to Lost And Found 
around the corner from the 
Choir Room. It’s clearly 
marked. Try there next, for 
a mountain of  eyeglasses, 
gloves, umbrellas and 
more awaits its owner. Let’s 
hope WubbaNub found its 
way home.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Inside: Celebrating Jubilee Plus!

SCOUT SUNDAY; KEVIN WRIGHT’S NEW CALL



“At the heart of  the Lord’s Prayer comes the 
call to forgive and to be forgiven. Perhaps 

in our perfunctory and sometimes rote 
mumbling of  this prayer, we lose its radical 

call to a life in which we receive God’s grace, 
and share that grace with others. This Lent, 
instead of  giving up sweets, consider taking 

on the practice of  forgiveness.”

 – Dr. Dobson

Bob and Anne Lumadue, among the Ownbey Sunday School 
class members who consider the Thompsons family, recall 
the morning Sydnor strolled into class. Only he forgot it was 
his day to teach. “Sydnor never forgot, he just temporarily 
overlooked it. Unfazed, he proceeded to teach an effective 
lesson for over 30 minutes without a single note. This was at 
age 90 or so.”

There’s more.

Younger brother Chick shared how Sydnor became a surrogate 
father  after their dad died. “Syd’s infl uence,” he said, “changed 
my life.”

Jim Hatfi eld said Sydnor had a gift of  making everyone feel 
like they were his dearest friend.

The newspaper asked me if  I had a copy of  the photo of  
Sydnor and Harriette kissing in Times Square, a promotional 
stunt re-creating the iconic photo celebrating the end of  World 
War II. “Google Times Square and Sydnor and Harriette,” I 
told the editor, not realizing until later the deeper meaning of  
what I had said.

The stories and blessings of  Sydnor’s life will live for all time.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith...
Continued From The Front Page

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18, offering 
opportunities for study and prayer. Look for the complete 
Lenten schedule day-by-day in the next Cornerstone and at 
www.mpumc.org.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson leads a seven-week Lenten 
course – Flourish: A Christian Practice Of  Health – from 
4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Sundays from 
February 15 to March 29 in 
Room 110 in the Parish Life 
Building. Participants, including 
those facing chronic disease and 
other health challenges, will share 
readings, discussion, teaching by 
Dr. Dobson and spiritual practices 
such as centering prayer. The 
group will turn to the writing 
of  Thomas Aquinas, John 
Wesley and others. “The goal,” 
Dr. Dobson says, “is for participants to understand 
that the care of  their health is a faithful Christian act. 
Tending to our bodies and lives with intention and good 
habit is holy work that deepens our relationship with 
God and our neighbors.” Sign up at www.mpumc.org/
smallgroups.

•  Lenten small groups – Companions In Christ: The Way 
Of  Forgiveness – begin February 15 and run through 
April. Dr. Dobson explains: “At 
the heart of  the Lord’s Prayer 
comes the call to forgive and 
to be forgiven. Perhaps in our 
perfunctory and sometimes rote 
mumbling of  this prayer, we 
lose its radical call to a life in 
which we receive God’s grace, 
and share that grace with others. 

This Lent, instead of  giving up sweets, consider taking 
on the practice of  forgiveness.” Meeting days and 
times will vary depending on the group. There will be 
adult small groups, plus groups for children, youth and 
parents. Facilitators will be available to talk and help 
people register from 8:30 a.m. to noon Sunday, February 
8, in the Parish Life lobby. Sign up  at www.mpumc.org/
smallgroups.

• Children’s and Youth Ministries host a Shrove Tuesday 
pancake supper from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. February 17 in 
Jubilee Hall. Proceeds go to ZOE, the church partner in 
Kenya. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for children (ages 2-12) 
and $25 maximum per family. For reservations, call 704-
376-5520 (option four) or e-mail renae@mpumc.org. 
Horn players are invited to join a parade of  Mardi Gras 
musicians. Reach Jenna Zello at jenna@mpumc.org.

• Ash Wednesday services are at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
February 18 in the Sanctuary.

• Easter Sunday is April 5.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Jerry Evan Culp, father of  Jeffrey Culp and grandfather of  
Hardin and William Culp, who died on January 4, 2015. John 
Roger English, husband of  Dianne English, stepfather of  
David Yett and grandfather of  Connor and Luke Yett, who 
died on January 19, 2015. William Roger Paules, husband of  
Betty Paules, who died on January 20, 2015. Brandon Thomas 
Carlson, son of  Randy Carlson, who died on January 22, 2015. 
Daniel David Miller, husband of  Lois Miller, who died on 
January 26, 2015. Charles William Sydnor Thompson, husband 
of  Harriette Thompson, father of  Brenny Thompson, Darcy 

Howard, Kathy-Line Kelly and Harriet Moore, brother of  
Chick Thompson, grandfather of  Tristan Thompson and 
John Kelly, uncle of  Layne Garner and Stuart Thompson and 
great-uncle of  Ellie and CeCe Garner, who died on January 27, 
2015. Richard H. Wright, father of  Chuck Wright, who died on 
January 29, 2015.  

Babies
William Matthew Johnson, son of  Liz and Daniel Johnson and 
brother of  Andrew and Ethan Johnson, born on January 9, 
2015.

By Melissa McGill

As the search for a new missions ministry leader begins, 
the church is reimagining its outreach efforts on a local and 
global basis. Part of  the process has included two listening 
sessions led by Dr. Howell and new Staff  Parish Relations 
Committee chair Kate Maynard, each providing a forum for 
church members to offer their input and dreams.

Some 40 people of  all ages attended the fi rst session (the 
second on February 4 came too late to report on here). They 
shared the past successes of  church missions, cultivated by 
the hearts and hands of  Revs. Steve James, Alisa Lasater, 
Kevin Wright and, most recently, Rev. Michelle Shrader. She 
is leaving in April for a ministry position in South Africa.

A consensus at the listening session focused on the need for 
a healthy balance of  global and local missions. As each per-
son shared, we found that the congregation’s collective heart 
is in Haiti, in a Sedgefi eld Elementary School classroom, on 
an uptown Charlotte bench and many more places. We care 
deeply, participants agreed, and we’re not afraid of  the re-
sponsibility that comes with privilege. We desire a culture of  
involvement and participation in which all of  the members 
are engaged in some sort of  outreach. And so, those at the 
session agreed, we prepare, plan and pray for the next leader 
to guide us into this future.

With the help of  feedback gathered at the two listening ses-
sions, the Staff  Parish Relations Committee expects to have 
the right person in place to lead missions by July.

A HIGH HONOR FOR BILL HENSLEYOfferings In Lent:
FLOURISH, AND FORGIVENESS

Dr. Melanie Dobson

Balance Of  Local, Global
CONGREGATION WEIGHS IN ON MISSIONS

What a high honor for church member Bill Hensley: He 
received the Order of  the Long Leaf  Pine, one of  North 
Carolina’s most prestigious awards for those who have dem-
onstrated a lifetime of  service to the state. The award was 
presented to Hensley by his four children and seven grand-
children, on behalf  of  Gov. McCrory, in a private gathering 
that also marked his 89th birthday.

Hensley’s service to the state encompassed a variety of  
promotional positions over 65 years, including Director of  
Travel & Tourism under two governors. He opened his own 
PR fi rm in 1977, through which he promoted numerous state 
travel and golf  entities, and still does. Hensley has also been 
honored on several fronts for his sports promotional work, 
with induction into the N.C. Journalism and Public Relations 
Hall of  Fame; N.C. Golf  Hall of  Fame; N.C. Sports Hall of  
Fame; and the Wake Forest University Sports Hall of  Fame. 

He was married to the late Carol Moore Hensley for 51 years. 
He continues promotional efforts for golf-related clients.

He’s the second church member to receive the Order of  
the Long Leaf  Pine recently, following long-time business, 
church and civic leader Jim Rogers.

Bill Hensley and the tool of  his trade.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

February 4, 2015

CAREGIVING SERIES IN MARCH 

A four-part series Mondays in March – Caregiving: Navigating 
The Journey – is open to the congregation and community. 
There is no preregistration. Programs are at 7:00 p.m.:

MEETING FOR PARENTS OF YOUTH •	 Parents of  
youth are invited to meet at 11:00 a.m. Sunday, February 
8, in Jubilee Hall to learn about Youth Ministries’ plans for 
the upcoming year. To learn more, reach Director of  Youth 
Ministries Lauren Stines at lauren@mpumc.org.

LIVING THE QUESTIONS •	 A Wednesday evening 
small-group study, Living The Questions, will explore the 
relevance of  Christianity in the 21st Century through 
readings, videos and conversation. The class will meet 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on seven Wednesday evenings 
from February 4 to March 25 in Room 031 in the Snyder 
Building. There is no class on Ash Wednesday, February 18. 
Participants will be asked to contribute $5 to cover printing 
costs for material. Sign up at www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

COLLECTION FOR SEDGEFIELD •	 Donations are 
needed for Sedgefield Elementary School’s fifth-grade field 
trip to Washington, D.C. – 12- or 24-pack eight-ounce water 
bottles and individually packaged nut-free snacks such as 
granola bars or small bags of  chips. Donations for our 
ministry partner go in the collection bin in the lobby of  the 
Parish Life Building. The deadline is Sunday, February 8.

FRIENDS OF UMAR LUNCHEON •	 UMAR, a nonprofit 
that supports adults with disabilities, will host its 21st annual 
Friends of  UMAR Luncheon fund-raiser on Tuesday, February 
17, at Providence United Methodist Church, 2810 Providence 
Road. All funds raised provide financial support for UMAR’s 
residential, vocational and art programs and services. While 
the luncheon program starts at noon, guests are invited to 
shop the UMAR arts sale and bid on silent auction items 
starting at 11:00 a.m. To reserve a seat or table, reach 
UMAR’s Cameron Hunter at 704-659-7624 or CameronH@
UMARinfo.com.

NAME BADGES •	 All are encouraged to wear their name 
badge to church – Sunday morning and every other day, 
making it easier to greet each other by name. Those who 
ordered a new name badge can pick it up in the Goodness 
Gracious! gift shop in the lobby of  the Parish Life Building.

SEDGEFIELD VIC CARD •	 Shoppers can register their 
Harris Teeter VIC card with Sedgefield Elementary School 
No. 2242. Shoppers can link up to five schools. The church’s 
ministry partner needs more people to register to receive their 
funding percentage from Harris Teeter.

GIVE BLOOD FEBRUARY 15 •	 The American Red Cross 
blood drive is 7:30 a.m. to noon Sunday, February 15, in the 
Youth Building Gym. Appointments are preferred to prevent 
waiting, but walk-ins are welcome. Schedule a specific time 
from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, February 8, in the lobby of  
the Parish Life Building.

CHURCH APP •	 The Myers Park United Methodist Church 
mobile app is available for download. You’ll find the latest 
sermons from Dr. Howell and our pastoral staff, live 
streaming worship services and other resources to help you 
stay connected online and in real life. To download, search 
for Myers Park Methodist in the App Store for iPhone/iPad, 
Google Play for Android or the Window Phone Marketplace.

MORNING BIBLE STUDY •	 All are invited to join the 
Napa Bible study from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Wednesdays at the 
Napa on Providence restaurant at 110 Perrin Place across the 
street from the church. Free breakfast is provided by Napa.

March 2, Jubilee Hall, Caring For Those With •	
Memory Loss. Presented by Dr. Charles Edwards.

March 9, Francis Chapel, Caring For A Loved One •	
In The Home Setting. Presented by Jennifer Szakaly of  
Caregiving Corner and physical therapist Blake Brookshire.

March 16, Francis Chapel, Choosing A Level Of  •	
Care. Hillary Kaylor of  the Area Agency on Aging 
explores selecting an appropriate care facility.

March 23, Francis Chapel, Aging And Spirituality. •	
Dr. Melanie Dobson takes a broader look.



Some of  our young friends in Haiti.

JUBILEE PLUS!

‘I love giving to Jubilee Plus! One-hundred percent of  the money goes di-
rectly to work that uplifts and changes lives in the community and world. 
Our church’s generosity with Jubilee Plus! really matters, enabling us to be 
the presence of  Christ for those in need.’

–Dr. Howell

Consider this The Year of  Jubilee Plus! as we celebrate the 
generosity that allows Myers Park United Methodist Church 
to be the presence of  Christ the world over. Created to 
support local and world outreach and scholarships all outside 
the annual operating budget, Jubilee Plus! has inspired more 
than $3.2 million in giving by the congregation since 2006. 
We share the numbers here, and snapshots of  the money in 
action in Haiti and Stop Hunger Now. We’ll share more in the 
months to come, telling stories of  giving put to good use, 
articulating how to give, how to change the world one gift at a 
time. Gifts to Jubilee Plus! are encouraged all year long, as the 
needs of  the world fester all year long.

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS: $3,215,005.97

TOTAL AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED: $314,571.16

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED YEAR BY YEAR: 
2006                  $121,302.05 
2007                  $338,875.51 
2008                  $549,382.48 
2009                  $444,271.77 
2010                  $363,850.35 
2011                  $401,050.12 
2012                  $366,705.08 
2013                  $323,822.01 
2014                  $305,746.60

FUNDS AWARDED IN 2014:

Stop Hunger Now:  $78,504.  
Helped in packing of  300,000 meals.

Crisis Assistance Ministry:  $45,000.  
Supported program to prevent homelessness.

Charlotte Family Housing:  $40,000.  
Helped with operating expenses.

Urban Ministry Center:  $25,000.  
Supported expanding Moore Place apartments for 
formerly homeless.

Men’s Shelter of  Charlotte:  $20,000.  
Helped with renovations.

Friends of  OFCB (Haiti):  $10,000.  
Supported school budget.

(Another $33,000 received late in 2014 will go to world 
outreach, with specific grants awarded early in 2015.)

Helping at Stop Hunger Now. Photos by Melissa McGill.


