
Children’s Ministries staffer Jenna Zello shares a tender visit to 
theAldersgate retirement community.

Each month, Children’s Ministries’ Mission Possible offers a 
variety of  service opportunities for elementary children. 
Thirty children and chaperones visited the Aldersgate 
retirement community on a recent Sunday and spent 
precious time with residents. We sang a few songs about 
God’s love, then made Valentine’s Day cards to exchange. 
Residents’ eyes sparkled and toes tapped as they listened to 
the singing and watched the children fold, giggle and paste 
their way through valentine after valentine. Others grabbed 
stickers and joined in the fun. We left some valentines to be 
distributed in the Asbury Care Center on Valentine’s Day – 
a reminder that each one of  us is a beloved child of  God.

‘EACH ONE OF US IS A BELOVED CHILD OF GOD’

In fi ve minutes, Richard Harrison shared 
his life story with 800 people in a Charlotte 

Convention Center 
ballroom. Now here’s 
the kicker. He wasn’t 
one bit nervous 
because he knows 
where this twisting 
journey has taken him: 
To McCreesh Place, 
to Myers Park United 

Methodist Church, to a life reborn by our 
love and God’s grace.

Richard, 58, is a member here, and a friend 
to everyone fortunate enough to know 
him. He’s lived at McCreesh Place in NoDa 
since it opened a decade ago, one of  the 
formerly homeless men for whom a home 
has changed everything. Depression, suicide 
attempts, hospitalization, joblessness, 
homelessness, divorce, the murder of  his 
son – Richard could write a book. Instead, 
he stood up at the Supportive Housing 
Communities’ annual luncheon and, as he 
shared with me afterward, got real with it. 
He laid out for the luncheon crowd where 
he has been. Then he told them where he is 
today, thanks to the Good Lord, this church 
and a community that built McCreesh Place 
and other homes, so that our neighbors can 
come in from the cold. 

Today, Richard is a resident leader at 
McCreesh, sings at Church In The Round,  
teaches Sunday School, belongs to a men’s 
Bible study, tutors college kids and, when 
asked, is happy to stand up in front of  a 
crowd and get real with it.

What do you know! With Richard’s help, the 
luncheon raised $145,000 (and counting) to 
provide services for others who are lost and 
looking for the path that Richard found.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes 
about church life.

A Conversation On Faith

Richard joins the Tuned In Choir at the annual 
luncheon. Photo contributed by Supportive 

Housing Communities.

“He called the crowd with 
his disciples, and said 
to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let 
them deny themselves 
and take up their cross 

and follow me.’” 
– Mark 8:34

Lent

Lent 
begins. Turn 

inside for all 
the opportunities to 

embrace at Myers Park 
United Methodist Church 

on this journey of  sacrifi ce and soul-
searching. Will this be the season your 
life takes a powerful turn? From Ash 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday, the daily 
calendar of  services, musical offerings 
and more is also at www.mpumc.org.

The congregation will bid a warm farewell to Rev. Michelle 
Shrader on Palm Sunday, March 29, as the Minister of  
Missions prepares to leave in April for a ministry position 
in South Africa.

A reception will be from 10:30 to 11:00 a.m. and again at 
noon that Sunday in Jubilee Hall. A love offering will help 
her transition into her new work. Checks can be made out 
to Michelle Shrader Love Offering and mailed to the church at 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 or brought to the 
reception March 29.

Michelle’s last day is April 1. The church is posting this ad 
for a Missions Leader to succeed her: Myers Park United 
Methodist Church will hire a new staff  person to lead our 
local and world missions program. Could be ordained or 
lay. The best candidates will have a contagious passion for 
urban and global involvement, experience in working with 

volunteers in ministry, the ability to 
articulate a robust vision for why 
mission matters, organizational 
aptitude, and a delight in serving on 
a staff  team. We need a leader as we 
have an impact on the city and world, 
and as we help our people discover 
their calling to serve.  Myers Park 
United Methodist is a 5,200-member 
church near uptown Charlotte 
involved in affordable housing, 
several urban poverty, literacy and 
hunger initiatives, Freedom School, 

and long-standing relationships in Brazil, Costa Rica, Haiti 
and more.  Inquiries may be made to MissionSearch@
mpumc.org, or letters of  interest and resumes sent there 
or to Mission Search, Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte NC 28207.

OUTpour, the churchwide 
week of  community 
service, is April 12-
19, offering everyone 
opportunities to serve 
their neighbors. People 
can begin signing up for 
projects on March 8 at 
www.mpumc.org. Look for 
details in the Cornerstone, 
on social media, in a video 
and around the church 
campus. A leadership 
team is being formed 
to help plan the week. 
E-mail Jen Rothacker 
at jrothacker2@gmail.
com or Dawn Milgrom at 
dawnmilgrom@gmail.com. 
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

FAREWELL RECEPTION FOR MICHELLE SHRADER

Love is everywhere indeed. Photo by Jenna Zello.

Rev. Michelle Shrader



Ash Wednesday, February 18

• Worship and imposition of  ashes in the Sanctuary at 
11:00 a.m. with a small vocal ensemble, and at 7:00 p.m. 
with Chamber Singers, Junior Choir and Myers Park 
Strings. Child care for ages fi ve and under.

Monday, February 23

• The small chapel beside the Sanctuary opens for 
weekday prayer during Lent, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

Tuesday, February 24

• Dr. Howell teaches a class on The Life and Journeys Of  St. 
Paul at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall.

Sunday, March 8

• A Lenten healing service at 6:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel 
with prayer, Scripture and anointing with oil.

Sunday, March 15

• Church In The Round worship team joins with worship 
teams from Myers Park and Covenant Presbyterian 
churches for M2M (Music to Mission), a night of  
contemporary Christian music and worship at 6:30 
p.m. in Jubilee Hall. An offering will support the Men’s 
Shelter of  Charlotte.

Palm Sunday, March 29

• With palms to mark Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem Sanctuary services are at 8:30 a.m. (Chancel 
Choir), 9:45 a.m. (Chancel Choir) and 11:00 a.m. (Youth 
Choir and Chamber Singers). Church In The Round 
(Trinity Singers) is at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall. The usual 
Sunday morning child care is offered.

• The labyrinth is available 3:00 p.m. Sunday, March 29, to 
8:00 p.m. Thursday, April 2, in Room 108 of  the Parish 
Life Building.

Maundy Thursday, April 2

• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on 
earth. Chamber Singers and a chamber orchestra share 
selections from chant to modern. Child care for ages 
fi ve and under.

Good Friday, April 3

• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for ages fi ve and under.

Easter Sunday, April 5

• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with 
Rev. Parker Haynes preaching. Moves to Francis Chapel 
if  the weather is bad. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
the Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass, with a processional 
of  the choir to Respighi’s The Appian Way. Church In 
The Round with Trinity Singers at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee 
Hall. The usual Sunday morning child care is offered. 

• Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 
church on Easter Sunday in honor of  or in memory 
of  a loved one? Send a check for $15 per dedication by 
noon Friday, March 27. Indicate “in honor of  (name)” 
or “in memory of  (name)” on the check. Mail it to 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, att.: Peg 
Broughton.

• On Easter Sunday (and every Sunday), shuttle buses 
run continuously between the church and Myers Park 
Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn 
Avenue between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Note the 
designated spots in the Parish Life parking lot for the 
handicapped and senior citizens.

• The Easter offering goes to the Salvation Army Center 
of  Hope women’s shelter in Charlotte and the Gbarnga 
Mission Station in Liberia.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Sunday School for children on Easter 
Sunday morning. Families are invited to worship 
together, though there is care for all services for children 
age fi ve and under. There is no Sunday evening youth 
gathering or Youth Choir.

• All are welcome to participate in a beloved church 
tradition, fi lling the cross on the front lawn on the 
Queens Road side with fl owers, weather permitting, and 
taking family photos.

Monday, April 6

• The church is closed. Those needing a pastor that day 
can call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the 
pastor on call.

This And That

• In the tradition of  St. Ignatius, Daily Examen cards for 
refl ection are around the church. Wednesdays at 5:15 
p.m. in Francis Chapel, a corporate experience of  the 
Examen is part of  the weekly Holy Communion service.

• Dr. Howell has started an e-mail series on Mercy. It’s 
free. To sign up, e-mail james@mpumc.org or Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• Meditations for Lent, a daily devotional created by Stephen 
Ministries, will be handed out at Ash Wednesday 
services, available in baskets around the campus and 
posted at www.mpumc.org.

• Lenten Calendar 2015, produced by Children’s Ministries, 
is also around the church campus.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson leads a seven-week Lenten course 
– Flourish: A Christian Practice Of  Health – from 4:00 
to 5:30 p.m. Sundays through March 29 in Room 110. 
Register at www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

• Lenten small groups – Companions In Christ: The Way Of  
Forgiveness – run through April. Register at www.mpumc.
org/smallgroups.

• The complete Lenten schedule is at www.mpumc.org.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Martha Ann Burnet Carlisle, mother of  Burnet Tucker and 
grandmother of  Sarah Campbell and Carley Tucker, who 
died on January 5, 2015. John Oliver Pollard, husband of  Carol 
Pollard, father of  Ashley Posadas and Jennifer Wright and 
grandfather of  Ava Posadas and Lucas, Weldon and Brooks 
Wright, who died on January 30, 2015. John Landrum Brady, 
father of  Jerry Brady and grandfather of  John Brady, who died 
on January 30, 2015. Don R. Castleman, brother of  Howard 
Castleman, uncle of  Hays Castleman and great-uncle of  Shaw, 
Megan, Allie and Huff  Castleman, who died on January 31, 
2015. Kenneth Russell Wieland, father of  Brian Wieland and 

grandfather of  Jane Wieland, who died on February 1, 2015. 
John L. Sullivan, father of  Jack Sullivan, grandfather of  Jack 
Sullivan and Anne Sullivan and great-grandfather of  Logan 
and Tommy Sullivan, who died on February 3, 2015. Ethel 
Duncan, mother of  Dennis Duncan, who died on February 
4, 2015. Lewis Gach Sr., father of  Greg Gach and grandfather 
of  Emily, Kathryn and Grace Gach, who died on February 8, 
2015. 

Babies
Harper Cristina Hitt, daughter of  Alexis and Ty Hitt, born on 
December 18, 2014.  Emmett Bradley Peisel, son of  Kelly and 
Brad Peisel and grandson of  Chris and Patty Matthews, born 
on February 1, 2015.

LENT, DAY BY DAY

SOCIAL INSPIRATION DURING LENT

COMING SOON: INTERSECTION, STORIES OF LOVE
• Look in March for Intersection, the church magazine 

devoted to telling the stories of  the congregation. The 
upcoming issue will explore love in many forms, includ-
ing through Jubilee Plus!, the fund devoted to outreach 
and scholarships for ministry. Gifts to Jubilee Plus! are 
welcome all year long. Also in Intersection: The 30th an-
niversary of  Adults Plus!, and a morning in the lobby at 
Crisis Assistance Ministry. The magazine is published 
three times a year, mailed to homes and available around 
the church campus.

• What a congregation of  achievement: The Cornerstone 
last issue shared news that Bill Hensley and Jim Rogers 
had received the Order of  the Long Leaf  Pine for their 
lifetime of  service to the state. Turns out that at least two 

other church members previously earned the honor: Bet-
ty Anderson was cited for her lifetime of  work at Caroli-
nas HealthCare System, including as program director for 
the School of  Medical Technology. Lee Morris received 
the award for his distinguished broadcasting career, 
including his work with the N.C. Association of  Broad-
casters and other efforts on behalf  of  the state. Did the 
Cornerstone miss any other Order of  the Long Leaf  Pine 
winners out there? If  so, e-mail ken@mpumc.org.

• Remember, the bulletin board in Room 108 of  the Parish 
Life Building is available to post job openings, services 
offered and the like. In other words, need a pet-sitter? 
Index cards, pens and pins are supplied.

By Melissa McGill

As part of  the ongoing effort to connect online, we will be 
posting a mix of  thought-provoking tidbits on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. The season of  Lent is centered 
around preparing hearts, minds and spirits for Easter; the 
hope is to share ways to help you do that between Sundays 
as well. Dr. Howell will focus on the subject of  mercy in 
his e-mails and continue his tradition of  marking Jesus’ 
steps through Holy Week. Minister of  Worship and the 
Arts Rev. Ellen Robison will dig into the various ways we 
worship during Lent, from Ash Wednesday to healing ser-
vices to Good Friday. Director of  Music Jimmy Jones and 
Church in the Round Music Director Dr. Jennifer Hough 
will highlight hymns and worship songs as a musical pause 
during the busy week. Minister of  Congregational Care 
Rev. Bill Roth and Stephen Ministry leaders have put to-
gether Lenten meditations to help offer a glimpse of  God 
on the journey through Lent, individually and together.

The Faith Formation team will offer opportunities for 
growth for all ages. Dr. Melanie Dobson will share insight 

into what Forgiveness small groups are studying. Sarah Sum-
ner and Children’s Ministries offer at-home devotions to 
help children understand the meaning of  Lent and Easter 
a little better. Lauren Stines and Youth Ministries will share 
the youth perspective.

I’ll share a few “unplug” challenges that encourage us to 
rethink how we use phones and technology. NPR listen-
ers may be familiar with New Tech City’s Bored and Brilliant 
challenge in early February. Dr. Melanie Dobson and I both 
participated. I will pass along some of  what we learned.

Be sure to share your Lenten journey, too. We want to know what 
you think, see your photos and hear your stories. Let us know on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter @myersparkumc.

www.facebook.com/myersparkumc

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

February 18, 2015

CAREGIVING SERIES IN MARCH 

A four-part series Mondays in March – Caregiving: Navigating 
The Journey – is open to the congregation and community. 
There is no preregistration. Programs are at 7:00 p.m.:

• HELP NEEDED AFTER FUNERALS Volunteers 
are needed to help serve refreshments at the visitation 
after services. Contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

• LIVING THE QUESTIONS A Wednesday evening 
small-group study, Living The Questions, is exploring the 
relevance of  Christianity in the 21st Century through 
readings, videos and conversation. The class meets from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on seven Wednesday evenings through 
March 25 in Room 031 in the Snyder Building. There is 
no class on Ash Wednesday, February 18. Participants 
contribute $5 to cover printing costs for material. Sign up at 
www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

• FREE PASSES TO ‘STILL ALICE’ The Ivey memory 
wellness day center at 6030 Park South Drive in the 
SouthPark area is giving away free passes to Still Alice, the 
critically acclaimed movie starring Julianne Moore as a 
Harvard professor diagnosed with early Alzheimer’s disease. 
Movie passes, and a copy of  the novel on which it is based, 
can be picked up at The Ivey weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. while supplies last.

• OPERATION HEAVY METAL Charlotte Family Housing 
needs help renovating its three shelter sites. To volunteer 
for Operation Heavy Metal, as it’s dubbed, as a group or 
individual, contact Katie Vodra at 704-996-5119 or KVodra@
CharlotteFamilyHousing.org.

• YELLOW BRICK ROAD WALK The church is forming a 
team to participate in the 2.5-mile Yellow Brick Road Walk to 
support Charlotte Family Housing at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 
19. Visit www.CFHYellowBrickRoad.org to learn more.

• FREEDOM SCHOOL The church will once again sponsor 
Freedom School, set for June 16 to July 29 at Sedgefi eld 
Elementary School, offering a summer of  learning and fun 
for children. To learn more and get involved, reach Becky 
Abernethy at 704-295-4826 or babernethy@mpumc.org.

• ADULTS PLUS! The Adults Plus! ministry to ages 55 and 
over will meet at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, February 25, in 
Jubilee Hall as UNC Charlotte religion professor James Tabor 
and Dr. Howell engage in a dialogue on Tabor’s book, Paul 
and Jesus: How the Apostle Transformed Christianity. Lunch for $5 
(pay at the door) follows at noon. For reservations: 704-376-
5520 (option 2).

• CHURCH APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church 
mobile app is available for download. You’ll fi nd the latest 
sermons from Dr. Howell and our pastoral staff, live 
streaming worship services and other resources to help you 
stay connected online and in real life. To download, search 
for Myers Park Methodist in the App Store for iPhone/iPad, 
Google Play for Android or the Window Phone Marketplace.

• PLANNED GIVING Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 
is available to talk to Sunday School classes, other groups and 
individuals about how to support the church through planned 
giving to the Wesley Foundation. Reach her at 704-295-4844 
or saribeth@mpumc.org.

• STRATEGIC PLAN Answering Our Call, the church strategic 
plan, can always be found on the home page of  www.mpumc.
org. It articulates the short- and long-term goals of  Myers 
Park United Methodist Church in eight areas, and lists a 
contact person in each area for those wanting to get involved.

• March 2, Jubilee Hall, Caring For Those With 
Memory Loss. Presented by Dr. Charles Edwards.

• March 9, Francis Chapel, Caring For A Loved One 
In The Home Setting. Presented by Jennifer Szakaly of  
Caregiving Corner and physical therapist Blake Brookshire.

• March 16, Francis Chapel, Choosing A Level Of  
Care. Hillary Kaylor of  the Area Agency on Aging 
explores selecting an appropriate care facility.

• March 23, Francis Chapel, Aging And Spirituality. 
Dr. Melanie Dobson takes a broader look.



One Beautiful Birthday Bash:
‘The Party Is Very Good’

Scenes and faces from 
the birthday party.

Story and Photos by Ellen Spence

This was a birthday party no doubt, with balloons, games, 
gifts and laughter fi lling Jubilee Hall. But what was different, 
and especially beautiful, about this particular party was the 
guest list. Nearly 350 refugees from a dozen countries came 
to celebrate their birthdays, from Burma to India to Ukraine 
and beyond. They have made a new home in Charlotte, and 
because their birth dates are offi cially recorded as 01/01, 
one big party is held each January. The 01/01 bash at Myers 
Park United Methodist Church refl ects the community’s 
welcoming spirit, arms open wide for new neighbors. The 
photographs tell the story. So does Vietnamese refugee Mlo, 
who said in the midst of  the festivities, “The party is very 
good, very good. I love that church. Many people love that.” 
The birthday party is put on by Refugee Support Services, 
founded in 2006 by church member Rachel Humphries to 
ease the transition to this country. To learn more, and get 
involved, visit www.refugeesupportservices.org.


