
WHAT’S COMING EARLY IN 2015? 
OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN, SERVE, GROW

Here are highlights for early in 2015. As other 
offerings take shape, keep an eye out for more in the 
Cornerstone, www.mpumc.org, Sunday bulletins, 
social media and other communications platforms.

• Dr. Howell and his daughter, Rev. Sarah 
Howell of  Centenary United Methodist 
Church in Winston-Salem, will lead 

A Cross-
Generational 
Conversation: 
Where The 
Church Has 
Been, Where 
The Church Is 
Going at 7:00 
p.m. Tuesday, 
January 13, 
in Jubilee 
Hall. The 
Howells 
will cover 
changes 

in worship, how thinking about moral 
issues is shifting, the impact of  social 
media, and how the church can thrive 
but in new ways.

• Early in 2015, Dr. Howell’s sermons, 
e-mails and texts are focusing on You 
Shall Love, exploring Jesus’ invitation to 
love God with all your heart, soul, mind 
and strength, and love your neighbor as 
yourself. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 
26, in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell, Director 
of  Music Jimmy Jones and Rev. Ellen 
Robison, Minister of  Worship and 
the Arts, will share about the way we 
love God through prayer, worship and 
singing. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 
2, in Jubilee Hall, pastor and author 
Peter Scazzero returns to talk about his 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality initiative 
and how to deal with grief, guilt and 

forgiveness. At 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
February 3, he’ll 
address the Mission 
to Ministers gathering 
in Jubilee Hall. 
While that program 
is directed primarily 
toward Conference 
clergy and the life 
of  the ministry, 
laity are welcome. 
E-mail staffer Peg Broughton at peg@
mpumc.org. As part of  the You Shall 
Love emphasis, wallet-sized cards are 
available to be picked up around the 
church, sharing words from Mark 12:30 
– You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul, mind and strength, and your 
neighbor as yourself.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of  Faith 
Formation, will lead a seven-week 
Lenten course – Flourish: A Christian 
Practice Of  Health – from 4:00 to 5:30 
p.m. Sundays from February 15 to 
March 29 in Room 110 in the Parish 
Life Building. Participants, including 
those facing chronic disease and other 
health challenges, will share a journey 
of  readings, discussion, teaching by Dr. 
Dobson and spiritual practices such as 
centering prayer. The group will look to 
the writing of  Thomas Aquinas, John 
Wesley and others for guidance. Says 
Dr. Dobson: “The sessions will move 
through loss, searching, prayer, passion, 
planning, practice and communion in a 
slow and intentional process of  forming 
a virtuous habit.” Sign up at www.
mpumc.org/smallgroups. Details: Dr. 
Dobson at 704-295-4840 or Melanie@
mpumc.org. The fi rst day of  Lent is Ash 
Wednesday, February 18.

Continued Inside...

• Congratulations to Jennifer Hough: The Church In 
The Round Music Director earned her Doctor of  
Music Arts in Vocal Performance degree at UNC-
Greensboro. In addition to overseeing the music at the 
8:45 a.m. Sunday service in Jubilee Hall, she teaches at 
Winthrop University in Rock Hill, is a wife and young 
mom, and an overall cheerful presence in the life of  
Myers Park United Methodist Church.

• Church members David and Jan Kirkpatrick, who 
own a cottage in the picturesque village of  Cerne 
Abbas in England, shared this story with Dr. Howell 
and Director of  Music Jimmy Jones: Several English 
friends of  theirs joined the Service of  Lessons and 
Carols via livestreaming at www.mpumc.org. It was 
tea time (11:00 a.m. here, 4:00 p.m. there), and they 
watched the service from the village hall because their 

14th century parish church had been damaged in last 
winter’s fl oods. Part of  the inspiration for watching the 
service rich in Christmas music is that their friend, Jan 
Kirkpatrick, sings in the Chancel Choir. Wrote David: 
“It was a joy for them to experience the service from 
Myers Park. It touched the lives of  all who attended 
both near and far.” The 11:00 a.m. Sunday service is 
available live each week on the home page of  www.
mpumc.org.

• Answering Our Call, the church strategic plan, is found 
on the home page of  www.mpumc.org. It articulates 
the short- and long-term goals of  Myers Park United 
Methodist Church in eight areas, including Community 
Building and Education, and lists a contact person in 
each area for those hungry to get involved.

SHE’S DR. JENNIFER HOUGH; IT’S LIVE IN ENGLAND

The Goodness Gracious! gift shop has awarded its latest 
round of  grants – a powerful reminder of  the good that 
comes from the sale of  all those books, cards, housewares 
and other gifts.

Each of  these four ministries will receive $3,000 to sustain 
its very good works:

• The Salvation Army Center of  Hope in Charlotte 
provides shelter to an average of  300 women and 
children each night.

• Lily Pad Haven in Charlotte offers housing and 
transitional services to survivors of  human traffi cking. 
Visit www.lilypadhaven.org to learn more about the 
nonprofi t’s work to help those victimized by the sex 
trade, a growing problem.

• UMAR promotes independence, community 
inclusion and growth for adults with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities across western North 
Carolina. The nonprofi t currently supports 400 adults 
through group housing, supporting employment and 
more. Among its programs: Art classes that meet 
weekdays in the Youth Building at Myers Park United 
Methodist, and the popular art sales outside Jubilee 
Hall that feature students’ work.

• OFCB Ministries works with people of  the beautiful 
yet challenged region of  Bayonnais in Haiti. Myers 
Park United Methodist’s long-time partner will use its 
$3,000 grant to buy a new bus to transport children.

Proceeds from all sales in the gift shop in the lobby of  the 
Parish Life Building go to various ministries in Charlotte 
and beyond. Details on grants are shared in the Cornerstone. 
The volunteer-run shop, which also offers plenty of  
fellowship at no charge, welcomes new volunteers. To help, 
reach Sue Knape at sueknape@icloud.com.

The Cornerstone is loathe 
to add any more pressure 
to your plate early in 
2015. But as you glance 
nervously toward that list 
of  New Year’s Resolutions 
you just made for yourself, 
why not do your best 
this year to honor them? 
Come to church every 
Sunday. Hit the gym. Get 
home earlier from the 
offi ce. Turn off  the TV 
and pick up a good book. 
Pray. Tithe. Volunteer. Eat 
dinner together as a family. 
Promise yourself  that this 
will be the year life takes a 
deeper, sweeter turn.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

LATEST GIFT SHOP GRANTS HELP FOUR CAUSES 

Dr. James C. Howell, Rev. 
Sarah Howell. Photo by church 

member Robert Lutz.

Peter Scazzero returns 
in February.



• A Lenten study for small groups – Companions In Christ: 
The Way Of  Forgiveness – begins February 15 and runs 
through April. Meeting days and times will vary depending 
on the group. In addition to adult small groups, there will 
be groups and special curriculum for children and youth, 
plus groups designed specifi cally for parents. Groups will 
offer prayer, journaling, discussion and more. The focus, 
inspired in part by pastor/author Peter Scazzero’s work, 
will be on living a forgiven and forgiving life. Registration 
opens January 18 at www.mpumc.org/smallgroups. For 
more, reach Dr. Dobson at 704-295-4840 or Melanie@
mpumc.org.

• Adults Plus! plans two trips in 2015: March 25-26 to the 
Exploration in Antiquity Center in LaGrange, Ga., and 

October 14-16 to Lake Junaluska for a program led by 
church member Mark Edwards on The Four Gospels – The 
Fulfi llment Of  The Old Testament Promises. For more on the 
ministry to those ages 55 and over, reach Rev. Barbara 
Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

• Music Ministries welcomes newcomers to join its 
ensembles and serve behind the scenes. Reach staffer and 
Chancel Choir member Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 
or nancy@mpumc.org. The choir and Music Ministries 
friends travel to Austria and the Czech Republic May 15-
23, performing several times.

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN, SERVE, GROW
Continued From Front Page...

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Kathryn Sherrill Harris, mother of  Kathy Cook and 
grandmother of  Marc Cook, who died on December 9, 2014. 
James Louis Garner Jr., father of  Lisa Smith and Jennie Clark 
and grandfather of  Sophie and Abby Smith, Sally and Lisa 
Clark and Jody Geary, who died on December 11, 2014. Robert 
Fricks, brother of  Lynn Rogers, who died on December 14, 
2014. Nilla Dudley Childs, sister of  Dolly Dudley, who died on 
December 25, 2014.

Deaths in the Myers Park United Methodist Church family are also 
shared on the home page of  www.mpumc.org.

Babies
Sloan Emeline Morgan, daughter of  Carrie and Pat Morgan and 
sister of  Sawyer Morgan, born on November 27, 2014.

THE CHRISTMAS STORY INCLUDES 
WILLIE AND MICHAEL, TOO

By Ken Garfi eld

Make room in your Christmas memory bank for Willie, 
Michael and the 170 other men, women and children who 
enjoyed The Trinity’s Table holiday meal.

A dozen Myers Park United Methodist volunteers dished up 
turkey and all the fi xings, serving each plate with a kind word 
and quick smile. This dinner party fi lled the fellowship hall 
at South Tryon Community Church, guests thankful for the 
chance to enjoy the meal, perhaps the only Christmastime 
feast many got to enjoy.

There was Willie, age 81. Mr. Buck, as he’s known, walks 
each Thursday to The Trinity’s Table lunch from his home at 
the Brookhill Apartments. 
A widower since losing 
his wife, Anna Bell, to an 
aneurysm 15 years ago, he 
comes for more than the 
food, especially this time 
of  year. “It’s the fellow-
ship,” he says.

And there 
was Michael, 
who lives on 
nearby Clan-
ton Road. He 
waterproofs 
homes, when 
he can fi nd 
work. In be-
tween bites of  
pecan piece, he said 2014 was a “so-so” year. He’s 58 years 
old. Asked what he’s wishing for in 2015, he fl ashed a gap-
toothed smile and expressed the poignant sort of  hope that 
many express at the holidays. “I hope to get to 59.”

• Attendance at the six Christmas Eve services totaled 
4,206.

• The Christmas Eve offering taken at those six services 
totaled $28,453.77. It will be divided equally between Cri-
sis Assistance Ministry and Men’s Shelter of  Charlotte.

• The Alternative Gift Market open throughout Advent 
generated $24,000 for a variety of  local and global min-
istries, as people honored loved ones by making a gift to 
outreach in their name.

• The long list of  people who helped make Advent so 
beautiful at Myers Park United Methodist includes sing-
ers, instrumentalists, ushers, the church maintenance and 
audio and video staff, and members of  the Altar Guild: 
Jane Austin, Linda Borders, Allison Boyle, Janet Brad-
shaw, Sonya Charles, Diana Clarkson, Martha Cushman, 
Mary Farel, Betsy Farmer, Doris Fonville, Keith Fortier, 
Tonia Fuller, Joyce Gossett, Mary Frances Gray, Bunny 
Hanford, Barbara Henson, Ellen Knott, Linda Mayfi eld, 
Mary Ann MacDonald, Mary Ann Pearce, Annette Rob-
inson, Lynn Rogers, Jackie Spears, Meredith Thompson 
and Michelle Vigor.

Rev. Shane Page won’t forget his second Christmas Eve as Senior 
Pastor of  Harrison United Methodist Church in Pineville. He shared 
what happened in this e-mail to his former staff  colleagues at Myers 
Park United Methodist.

We had 400-plus packed into our 225-seat Sanctuary 
for the 6:00 p.m. service. The music had gone well. The 

homily went well. Then, during the Great 
Thanksgiving, Dylan, our 13-year-old 
crucifer who was perched on the front 
row and standing during the consecration 
of  the elements, fainted. He toppled 
over, smiting his head on the altar rail, 
knocking him unconscious and causing 
him to hemorrhage from his forehead 
above his right eyebrow. Dylan’s mother 
and grandmother rushed to him as he lay 
motionless at the end of  the center aisle.

We suspended the service for more than 30 minutes while 
we waited for paramedics. The EMT ordered us to keep 
Dylan unmoved on the fl oor. It took 10 minutes before he 
came to his senses. 

They wheeled him out on a stretcher, right down the center 
aisle, the congregation applauding. I went back to the altar 
table and declared, “Well, we can all thank Dylan for giving 
us a Christmas to remember.” We proceeded with the rest 
of  the service, picking up where we left off. Only two 
families left during the 30-minute suspension. Everyone else 
stayed until the end.

Thank goodness, Dylan was OK. That’s the most important 
thing. He needed several stitches. The hospital released him 
just after midnight. He was home for Christmas.

A CHRISTMAS EVE TO REMEMBER,
AS SHARED BY SHANE PAGE

Willie (left) and Michael enjoy 
the food and fellowship at
Trinity’s Table. Photos by 

Ken Garfi eld.

The crew that served The Trinity’s Table Christmas meal. 

• Attendance at the six Christmas Eve 
services totaled 4,206 – up 22 from the 
year before.

• The Christmas Eve offering taken at 
those six services totaled $28,453.77. It 
will go to Crisis Assistance Ministry and 
the Men’s Shelter.

• The Alternative Gift Market generated 
$24,000 for local and global ministries, 
as people honored their loved ones with 
a gift.

CHRISTMAS EVE, 
BY THE NUMBERS:

The Christmas meal welcomed neighbors of  all ages. 

Rev. Shane Page



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

January 7, 2015
• A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY PARTY Refugee Support 

Services in Charlotte needs church members to serve at 
the “01/01” birthday party, a celebration of  area refugees’ 
birthdays held at the church each year, for those whose 
birth dates are not precisely known. The party will be from 
5:00 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday, January 31, in Jubilee Hall. 
Guests from 50 countries are expected. To volunteer, reach 
Betsy Baker at yogamomma51@gmail.com.

• ADULTS PLUS! The ministry to ages 55 and over 
welcomes all to its next meeting at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
January 21, in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building. 
Glenn and Wynn Parker will share refl ections from their 
time living and doing business in Saudi Arabia. A chicken 
tetrazzini lunch follows at noon in Jubilee Hall. Payment is 
$5 at the door. For reservations by January 20, call 704-
376-5520 (option two) or e-mail staffer Christine Mull at 
cmull@mpumc.org.

• WORKOUT 180 Workout 180 exercise classes open to all 
are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in the 
Parish Life Building basement Details: Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• TECHNOLOGY AND TEENS Youth Ministries’ Coffee 
Talk For Parents is at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, January 11, in Jubilee 
Hall. The topic is Setting Expectations For Technology And Your 
Teen. Part of  the program will focus on constructing user 
agreements to use with the teen in your household. The 
program is open to the community.

• CHURCH APP The Myers Park United Methodist 
Church mobile app is available for download. Available 
are the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and pastoral staff, 
live streaming worship services and other resources to 
stay connected.To download the app, search Myers Park 
Methodist in the App Store for iPhone/iPad, Google Play 
for Android or the Windows Phone Marketplace.

• ROOM IN THE INN Each Thursday and Friday night 
through March 29, the church provides a meal, bed and 
fellowship to the homeless through Room In The Inn. 
There are many opportunities for individuals, families and 
groups to help, including driving the van and preparing and 
serving meals. Details: Greg Wells at 704-338-4662 or greg@
willisengineers.com.

• YOUNG ADULTS BOOK STUDY All young adults are 
invited to a book study meeting Sunday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
starting January 11 in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building, 
exploring Brene Brown’s Daring Greatly. Details: Ryan Blalock 
at RyanB@mpumc.org.

• MORNING BIBLE STUDY All are invited to join the 
Napa Bible study from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Wednesdays at the 
Napa on Providence restaurant at 110 Perrin Place across 
the street from the church. Free breakfast is provided by 
Napa. The group began a study on Ecclesiastes on January 7. 
Details: Ryan Blalock at RyanB@mpumc.org.

• PLANNED GIVING Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 
is available to talk to Sunday School classes, other groups and 
individuals about how to support the church through planned 
giving to the Wesley Foundation. Reach her at 704-295-4844 
or saribeth@mpumc.org. 

• POST JOB OPENINGS, SERVICES The bulletin board 
in Room 108 in the Parish Life Building is available to post 
job openings and opportunities, as well as services offered, 
such as pet-sitting, cutting grass and the like.

• DONATE FROM YOUR 
SMARTPHONE 
Myers Park United Methodist 
Church now offers a mobile 
version of  its online giving page at 
www.mpumc.org. Scan the image 
appearing here, using the phone’s 
Quick Response (QR) code reader. 



A Quiet Evening, And A Horse, 
At Ronald McDonald House

Kay Daughtry and Brandy. The postcard offering her services describes 
her as “Brandy, the Marvelous Mini Horse.” To learn more, reach the 

Daughtrys at jdaughtry@bellsouth.net. Photo by John Daughtry.

Everyone needs a cause beyond their routine, a passion that 
brings a deeper meaning to life, especially when heartache saps 
our spirit, which it inevitably will do.

May I introduce you to Brandy, a four-year-
old, 170-pound miniature horse who lives 
in a Cape Cod playhouse in John and Kay 
Daughtry’s backyard. Yes, the Daughtrys 
cheerfully admit, they treat Brandy like a 
diva. On this chilly night in Advent, Brandy 
has come to Ronald McDonald House of  
Charlotte to visit with families who must 

call this place home while their child is in the hospital. It’s a 
quiet night at the house on East Morehead Street, several guests 
eating supper and chatting quietly. As Brandy arrives, it’s hard 
to tell if  this funny little creature is the cause for the smiles and 
curious looks, or whether it’s the little sneakers she wears to 
keep from sliding on the wood fl oor. Whatever the reason, the 
person on the other end of  Brandy’s leash has done what she 
came to do, for this miniature horse has helped Kay Daughtry 
fi nd that cause, and feel that passion.

The Daughtrys have been Myers Park United Methodist 
Church members for a decade. Kay, a retired teacher, lost her 
niece, Anna, to leukemia in 2011, a death that sent her reeling. 
Anna was 23.  “I had to do something to get myself  going,” 
Kay told me as John fi nished tying Brandy’s sneakers. That 
something became comforting others, which explains why the 
diva (Brandy, not Kay) comes home to pine shavings on her 
playhouse fl oor. You’d require pampering, too, if  you spent 
your days cheering people up at schools, hospitals, memory care 
centers and the like.

At Ronald McDonald, I step to the side and watch the scene 
unfold. Katie, a young mother from Concord whose baby was 
born at 35 weeks,  visits with Brandy as she relates Jaxson’s 
medical issues. Joshua, 4, here with his mom, shows little 
interest in Brandy, until she starts “playing” the piano, which 
looks a lot like banging on the piano, sneakered feet and all. 
That’s when Joshua starts to laugh.

John and Kay Daughtry aren’t likely to do more than offer a 
brief  respite to others. Brandy the miniature horse probably 
won’t change anyone’s life. But wait. That’s not exactly right. 
She’s already changed one life.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church life. Have 
a story that needs telling? Reach him at 704-295-4819 or 
ken@mpumc.org.

A Conversation On Faith


