
By Ken Garfield

A conversation is growing at Myers Park 
United Methodist about the racial, class 
and cultural divide in Charlotte, and what 
the congregation can do about it.

Church members passionate about the 
issue admit there’s no set course of  action 
yet, no easy cure for the growing tension 
and, in some parts of  town, pervasive 
hopelessness. But a handful of  church 
members, with encouragement from Dr. 
Howell and staff, is determined to confront 
the issues dividing blacks from whites, rich 
from poor. The goal is to nudge people out 
of  what church member Dr. John Clarkson 
calls their comfort zone, and harness the 
power of  our  5,300-member congregation 
to move the city toward reconciliation. 
The shooting at Emanuel AME Church in 
Charleston stirred the effort, says church 
member Ron Knape. So did the hymn the 
congregation sang the Sunday after the 
tragedy – It is Well with My Soul – and this 
prophetic lyric: When sorrows like sea billows 
roll…

Says Dr. Clarkson: “We can no longer sit 
on the sidelines and say this is somebody 
else’s job. We need to harness the energy 
and emotion we feel.”

Knape, Mary Katherine Vass and Dr. 
Clarkson are at the forefront of  the early 
effort. They’ve spoken with leaders at the 
Urban League and Foundation For The 
Carolinas to see where the church fits 
in. They’re considering forming a small 
group of  members to keep the issue alive – 
talking to Sunday School classes, attending 
community gatherings, planning what the 
church can do. The first focus, they agree, 
is to educate the congregation about issues 
causing the divide: Poverty, resegregated 
public schools, racial tension between 
police and the community, perceived 
inequalities in the courts, children who see 
no reason to hope, generations of  prejudice 
contributing to it all. The first of  what 
the group hopes will be several programs 
comes at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 13, in 
Jubilee Hall when local historian Dr. Tom 
Hanchett talks about the history of  race in 
Charlotte, and lessons for today.

This church focus comes amid growing 
citywide efforts, many involving Myers 
Park United Methodist members, clergy 
and other staff:

Sparked by  Emanuel, Mecklenburg • 
Ministries’ Monday evening 
conversations have drawn several 

‘...TO SHOW MY LOVE FOR HIM’
Church member (and crackerjack production volunteer) Laurie Richardson 
shares the joy that was the annual Performing Arts Camp for children, and the 
musical that capped the week, “Time Of  Your Life.” Thirty children and three 
teen assistants participated.

“This was my fourth summer helping with the Performing Arts 
Camp. It’s been a tradition since my daughter, Susannah, partici-
pated when she was younger. It’s always crazy, but a high-energy, 
creative kind of  crazy. I help the children with the art part, creating 
backdrops for the performance. I am an artist and teach art lessons 
to children after school. I love working with the kids. They put their 
heart and soul into the camp, and it’s a joy to see and hear them 
learn about God through the arts. The songs are fun and based on 
simple truths of  the Bible. I look forward each summer to working 
with Natalie Secrest and other leaders. It’s rewarding to see all that 
hard work come together for the Friday night performance. Part 
of  the reason I enjoy it is that I am doing something I love while 
using the gifts God gave me, to show my love for Him.”

Dr. Howell’s new book is in the Goodness Gracious! • 
gift shop and elsewhere, plus online – Why This Jubilee? 
Advent Reflections On Songs Of  The Season. Published by 
Upper Room Books, the softcover offers 24 reflections 
on familiar songs of  the season, including some secular 
ones, and explores certain phrases and their meaning. 
Among the songs: O Little Town of  Bethlehem and The 
Christmas Song. The book also features a four-session 
Leader’s Guide with an opening prayer, hymns, conver-
sation starters and closing prayers.

Three words the congregation can relate to: • Welcome 
Back, Ellen.  Rev. Ellen Robison, Minister of  Worship 
and the Arts, has returned  from a sabbatical devoted 
to rest, renewal, learning, travel and spending time with 
family and friends. The Cornerstone is counting on her to 

share the experience in words and a photo or two.

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of  Adult Education, • 
shares interesting numbers as Sunday School gears up 
for autumn. In 2014-2015, there were 19 adult Sunday 
School classes, with a total of  1,114 members. An aver-
age of  354 adults attended Sunday School each week.

Now that school’s back and summer vacations are all • 
but over, ridership on the Sunday morning shuttle is 
up. Since we’re sharing numbers, Director of  Informa-
tion Technology Ron Clontz reports that the shuttle’s 
one-day record for riders came on Easter morning 2014 
– 349 in all. Shuttle buses runs continuously from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Sundays between the church and My-
ers Park Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue.

Continued Inside...
Church member (and grandpa) Robert Lutz captured the joy 

of  the young artists rehearsing for their musical in Jubilee Hall.

Mecklenburg Ministries has brought together blacks and whites to talk. 
Photo by Robert Lahser of  The Observer.

May we invite you to 
H.O.T. Wednesday in 
Jubilee Hall, returning 
September 9 and 
offering a meal and 
fellowship from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday evening. 
The weekly menus are 
at www.mpumc.org. For 
reservations, call 704-
376-5520 (option six). 
Join us for this midweek 
refuge from the routine. 
Take a moment to 
linger over dessert with 
friends and loved ones. 
Recharge for the next 
day’s agenda.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

DR. HOWELL’S NEW BOOK; WELCOME BACK, ELLEN

IN THESE UNSETTLED TIMES, 
TACKLING THE RACIAL DIVIDE

Inside: Our partnership with Sedgefield Elementary.



Among those who attended the back to school prayer service in the 
Sanctuary were three friends from Sedgefield Elementary School: From 
left, Principal Dr. Terri Cooper, Assistant Principal Karen Reid and 

Literacy Coordinator Patricia Ochogu. Photo by Ken Garfield.

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.
org, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers 
Park United Methodist Church and a cause worth embracing. Support 
is welcome all year round, including through the Jubilee Plus! fund for 
local and world outreach and scholarships. To learn more about getting 
involved, visit www.mpumc.org/serve .

Through the congregation’s growing partnership with 
Sedgefield Elementary School, the world is being changed 
one child at a time.

The relationship with Sedgefield’s students, teachers and 
staff  has become a centerpiece of  the church’s commitment 
to Charlotte – fueled by the belief  that each child’s future 
is limitless, especially with a friend there to help. More than 
200 church members are involved in some way in the life of  
the K-5 school, where 93 percent of  the students are on free 
or reduced lunch. Church members serve as reading buddies. 
Hundreds from Myers Park United Methodist have donated 
school supplies and uniforms. During the summer and all 
year round, the church reaches Sedgefield students through 
Freedom School and Freedom School CHAMP. The church 
has given $12,750 to the school and its PTA to help in various 
ways. Kitty Bauknight is lay leader for the partnership.

The opportunities to help are limitless: Tutor a first-grader 
in math. Read to a second-grader through the For the Love of  
Reading initiative. Support such one-time special events as Staff  
Appreciation or Parent Night. Link your Harris Teeter VIC 
Card to Sedgefield (2242) to support the school each time 
you buy groceries. Pray for Sedgefield. To learn more about 

the partnership, reach Becky Abernethy at 704-295-4826 or 
babernethy@mpumc.org.

The school year has begun. The mission to help the children is 
under way. The church is already thinking about the next great 
mission – extending its reach at Sedgefield Middle School. Says 
Rev. Nathan Arledge, the church’s new Minister of  Missions, 
“With your help, school and church partnerships can lead to 
community transformation.”

Ken Garfield• 

MEET WORLD RACER EMILY ARZANI
hundred each week to talk about the issues, and the need 
for frank dialogue as a first step.

A forum on desegregating Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools • 
drew a packed house at Caldwell Presbyterian. The 
consensus: CMS must address the fact that one in two 
schools are segregated by race.

Dr. Howell and Bishop Claude Alexander Jr. of  The • 
Park Church, one of  the city’s leading African-American 
pastors and congregations, continue talking together about 
the role the faith community can play in reconciliation. 
Before it ended in a mistrial, the two met with Police 
Chief  Kerr Putney to discuss the challenges of  the 
Kerrick trial and how to respond in unity.

Among houses of  worship addressing the issue, First • 
Presbyterian uptown will host a conversation on Justice: 
What Love Looks Like In Public with nationally known 
author/commentator Dr. Cornel West at 7:15 p.m. 
Thursday, September 24.

Long before all this, Myers Park United Methodist was 
working in the arena – supporting South Tryon Community 
Church, reaching out to at-risk kids through Freedom School 
and CHAMP, partnering with Sedgefield Elementary. Among 
the early initiatives that might be looked at: Pushing the 
congregation harder to support Sedgefield. A subcommittee 
of  the church Administrative Board has launched a Step/
Jump/Lead initiative to expand efforts in affordable housing, 
education, community-building and the like.

But those who are involved agree that this new focus feels 
different, and that it will demand a different level of  response 
“I’d like to see us change ourselves,” Mary Katherine Vass says. 
“It’s our responsibility as people of  faith, who love God and 
love others.”

Does that mean moving our children from private to public 
school? Lobbying for affordable, integrated housing in our 
neighborhood? Leaving work to mentor or tutor a child? 

Richard Harrison, among the few African-Americans who 
belong to Myers Park United Methodist, says it’s time for 
people to get out of  their bubble.

Says Dr. Clarkson: “The status quo is completely 
unacceptable.”

Continued From Front Page..

The World Race has inspired yet another young church member.

The current Intersection magazines shares Jennie Dugan’s stirring journey – an 
around-the-world mission trip that took her to 11 countries in 11 months. Emily 
Arzani can relate, for she also traveled to 11 countries over 11 months to share 
God’s love. The daughter of  church members Gerry and Mitzi Arzani and 
granddaughter of  Cal and Eleanor Chesson, Emily returned from her World 
Race in May.

Emily, 23, calls it the hardest and best year of  her life, one that helped sharpen 
her call to be a counselor or social worker. While she looks ahead to a life of  
service, she looks back to unforgettable moments…

In Nepal, in the middle of  nowhere, she was hospitalized for three days with a 
parasite. Though painful, she said it gave her a chance to share her faith with the 
doctors – a witness the World Race offers in the most unexpected moments.

In Albania, where they cleaned pig pens, Emily and her fellow World Racers put 
on dance parties – sharing her exuberance even in slop.

In India, she expressed her faith in the most fundamental way possible – Handing 
out hugs in an orphanage for special needs children.

Emily told her story to the Ownbey Sunday School class, whose $500 donation 
helped make her World Race possible. Home now, she looks to the next chance 
to unleash her faith and optimism. “Ministry,” she told the Ownbey class, “is how 
you live your life and interact with people. It’s really cool to see how the Lord 
could use me.”

Ken Garfield• 

Emily tells the story behind this amazing photo-
graph: “The picture is from Botswana in Africa, 

where we stayed in the middle of  the Kalahari De-
sertt in a village. This was the night we had to say 
good-bye to all the kiddos we had done ministry 
with that month – Vacation Bible School, after-

school programs and just hanging out and dancing. 
Lots of  dancing.”

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Watkins Judson “WJ” Blane, father of  Jim Blane and grandfather 
of  Brent and Alexis Blane, who died on August 1, 2015. Sarah 
Nash Mitchell, aunt of  Lynne Brantley and great aunt of  Erin 
Blatchford and Lori Stockdale, who died on August 18, 2015. 
Mary L. Price, mother of  Sandra Singer and grandmother 
of  Harrison and Brennan Singer, who died on August 23, 
2015. Charlotte “Lottie” Frances Hunter, infant daughter of  
Holly and Charlie Hunter, sister of  Alice and Ellie Hunter, 
granddaughter of  Carl and Alice Walker, niece of  Wilson 
Walker and great niece of  Dennis Myers, who died on August 
24, 2015. Howard T. Nance, husband of  Maxine Nance and 
father of  David Nance, who died on August 25, 2015. Howard 
Carthel Dozier, husband of  Pat Dozier, who died on August 26, 
2015. 

Babies
Coleman Burch Cassady, son of  Raegan and Jack Cassady, born 
on July 9, 2015. Cayla Elizabeth Cooper, daughter of  Jamie 
and Jim Cooper and sister of  Collin Cooper, born on July 
17, 2015. Wade Andrew Brendle, son of  Amber and Andrew 
Brendle, born on August 6, 2015.

Weddings
Raleigh King and Jordan Harris, married August 29, 2015, at 
the church.

Ministry In The Spotlight:
THE CHURCH AND SEDGEFIELD ELEMENTARY

What are you doing through your 
work, civic or faith life to foster ra-
cial reconciliation? What should our 
church be doing? E-mail  Director 

of  Communications Ken Garfield at 
ken@mpumc.org. He’ll share your 
reflections with the congregation.

IN THESE UNSETTLED TIMES,
TACKLING THE RACIAL DIVIDE...



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

September 2, 2015
THE LORD’S PRAYER •	 Dr. Howell will lead a program 
at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 8, in Jubilee Hall on The 
Lord’s Prayer, the Rest of  our Praying, and What’s wrong in 
me (and out there).

AFRICAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR •	 The African 
Children’s Choir of  Uganda will perform music and chants 
at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, September 13, in Jubilee Hall. An 
offering will support the group.

CHILDREN, YOUTH CHOIRS •	 Children in Grades 
K-5 can participate in the Children’s Choir, with rehearsals 
Wednesdays from 5:00 to 5:45 p.m. in the Choir Room 
starting September 9. Students in Grades 6-12 can sing in 
the Youth Choir, rehearsals Sundays from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
in the Youth Choir Room starting September 13.

MINDFULNESS BOOK STUDY•	  Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley will lead a book study from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays from September 16 to November 11 on 
Mindfulness: A practical guide to finding peace in a frantic 
world by Mark Williams and Danny Penman. To sign up: 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

GIVE BLOOD OCTOBER 11 •	 Give blood from 7:30 a.m. 
to noon Sunday, October 11, in the Youth Building Gym. 
No appointments are needed. Those wanting to schedule 
a specific time to give blood can do so from 9:00 to 11:00 
a.m. Sunday, September 20 and 27 and October 4, in the 
Parish Life lobby.

LIFE TOGETHER FOR WOMEN •	 A new church 
initiative for women of  all ages, Life Together, will meet 
two Sundays a month from 6:00 to 7:45 p.m. in Room 035 
downstairs in the Snyder Building starting September 27. 
Details: Lynn Polk at PolkLynnF@gmail.com.

EXPLORE BOOK OF ACTS•	  Duke Divinity School 
Professor Emeritus James “Mickey’ Efird will lead a 
program on the Book of  Acts at 7:00 p.m. Thursday. 
October 8, in Jubilee Hall.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY •	 A new Young Adults men’s Bible 
study will be from 7:15 to 8:15 a.m. sharp Tuesdays starting 
September 29 in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building. 
The group will read one chapter each week. Details: Ryan 
Blalock at 704-851-1115 or rblalock@mpumc.org.

MARY CIRCLE •	 Mary Circle invites moms of  infant, 
preschool and elementary-age children to join them. The 
group meets at 9:15 a.m. the second Tuesday of  each month 
(September 8) in Room 104 of  the Parish Life Building. They 
are reading Parenting with Presence: Practices for Raising 
Conscious, Confident, Caring Kids by Susan Stiffelman. Child 
care is available. E-mail Amy Brittain at amysbrittain@gmail.
com.

ADULTS PLUS! •	 The group for adults age 55 and over will 
meet at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, September 16, in Room 103 of  
the Parish Life Building as Charlotte’s Sam Wazan, a Lebanese 
Muslim, talks about his novel, Trapped in Four Square Miles, 
and finding peace in the Middle East. Lunch (chicken kabobs) 
for $5 follows in Jubilee Hall. To make a lunch reservation by 
noon September 15, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail 
cmull@mpumc.org.

STOP HUNGER NOW •	 The next Stop Hunger Now meal-
packing event will be Sunday, October 4, in the basement. 
There will be two shifts, at 10:00 a.m. and noon. Sign-ups begin 
later this month.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY •	 Help build a Habitat 
home starting this month. The build kicks off  at Blitz Week 
September 12-19 (no work September 13). Work days continue 
September 25-26 and October 3, 10, 16 and 17. Visit www.
habitatcharlotte.volunteerconnect.com/grier-heights/full.

EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY SPIRITUALITY •	 An 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality course will be from 4:00 to 
5:30 p.m. Sundays from October 4 to November 15. Child 
care is offered for fifth-graders and younger. Learn more and 
register at www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

LEARN ABOUT MEXICO•	  Faith Ministries’ David 
Rodriguez will share his passion for ministering along the 
U.S.-Mexico border at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 29, in 
Jubilee Hall. Details: Youth Ministries’ Jason Rhymer at jason@
mpumc.org.

YOGA •	 Yoga Bob leads an eight-week Gentle Yoga class 
Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. starting September 14 in 
Room 031 of  the Snyder Building. For cost and details, e-mail 
yogabob@me.com. Isabel Shankle’s Mindfulness And Yoga 
class has been canceled.



ACROSS THE GENERATIONS, 
KNIT, PEARL, KNIT, PEARL…

By Melissa McGill

Together this summer, grandmothers and 
granddaughters have shared a sweet ministry.

Church members (and sisters) Tonia Fuller and Diana 
Clarkson started a sewing group and made 75 dresses 
for children in need. “I first saw these dresses at a 
Salvation Army benefit and thought, ‘How easy would 
this be?’” Tonia says. “Diana and I both have 12-year-
old granddaughters and we also have other friends with 
grandchildren that same age. I thought, ‘We could do 
this!’”

The grandmothers and granddaughters met on Mondays 
and Wednesdays throughout the summer in a neighbor’s 
sewing room. Side by side, the nostalgic traditions of  
a sacred domestic art were shared across generations – 
clothing made by hand, with love, from thread and bolts 
of  fabric. “Our mother’s philosophy was that if  your 
hands are busy, you were doing well,” says Diana. “She 
was a knitter, so when we would go on long car trips as 
children, she would give us these skeins of  yarn and we 

would knit, pearl, knit, pearl, knit, pearl the whole trip. Tonia 
and I also have a third sister, and the three of  us would sit 
lined up in the backseat together, knitting.”

Now the sisters have passed their mother’s hobby on to 
her great-grandchildren, keeping the family legacy alive 
and helping those less fortunate at the same time. “Some 
of  the girls had never ironed before,” Tonia says. “Now 
they’ve learned how to sew, how to work the sewing 
machine, how to tear out seams. And they’ve met some 
new friends and found a way to give back.”

Together, these grandmothers and granddaughters 
sewed: Jackie Spears and Elle Boyle, Sue Knape and 
Merrit Goodman, Diana Clarkson and Kate Clark-

son and Tonia Fuller and Reese Wells, along with 
Reese’s friend, Kendall Pierce.



Among those who attended the back to school prayer service in the 
Sanctuary were three friends from Sedgefield Elementary School: From 
left, Principal Dr. Terri Cooper, Assistant Principal Karen Reid and 

Literacy Coordinator Patricia Ochogu. Photo by Ken Garfield.
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involved, visit www.mpumc.org/serve .

Through the congregation’s growing partnership with 
Sedgefield Elementary School, the world is being changed 
one child at a time.

The relationship with Sedgefield’s students, teachers and 
staff  has become a centerpiece of  the church’s commitment 
to Charlotte – fueled by the belief  that each child’s future 
is limitless, especially with a friend there to help. More than 
200 church members are involved in some way in the life of  
the K-5 school, where 93 percent of  the students are on free 
or reduced lunch. Church members serve as reading buddies. 
Hundreds from Myers Park United Methodist have donated 
school supplies and uniforms. During the summer and all 
year round, the church reaches Sedgefield students through 
Freedom School and Freedom School CHAMP. The church 
has given $12,750 to the school and its PTA to help in various 
ways. Kitty Bauknight is lay leader for the partnership.

The opportunities to help are limitless: Tutor a first-grader 
in math. Read to a second-grader through the For the Love of  
Reading initiative. Support such one-time special events as Staff  
Appreciation or Parent Night. Link your Harris Teeter VIC 
Card to Sedgefield (2242) to support the school each time 
you buy groceries. Pray for Sedgefield. To learn more about 
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babernethy@mpumc.org.

The school year has begun. The mission to help the children is 
under way. The church is already thinking about the next great 
mission – extending its reach at Sedgefield Middle School. Says 
Rev. Nathan Arledge, the church’s new Minister of  Missions, 
“With your help, school and church partnerships can lead to 
community transformation.”
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hundred each week to talk about the issues, and the need 
for frank dialogue as a first step.

A forum on desegregating Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools • 
drew a packed house at Caldwell Presbyterian. The 
consensus: CMS must address the fact that one in two 
schools are segregated by race.

Dr. Howell and Bishop Claude Alexander Jr. of  The • 
Park Church, one of  the city’s leading African-American 
pastors and congregations, continue talking together about 
the role the faith community can play in reconciliation. 
Before it ended in a mistrial, the two met with Police 
Chief  Kerr Putney to discuss the challenges of  the 
Kerrick trial and how to respond in unity.

Among houses of  worship addressing the issue, First • 
Presbyterian uptown will host a conversation on Justice: 
What Love Looks Like In Public with nationally known 
author/commentator Dr. Cornel West at 7:15 p.m. 
Thursday, September 24.

Long before all this, Myers Park United Methodist was 
working in the arena – supporting South Tryon Community 
Church, reaching out to at-risk kids through Freedom School 
and CHAMP, partnering with Sedgefield Elementary. Among 
the early initiatives that might be looked at: Pushing the 
congregation harder to support Sedgefield. A subcommittee 
of  the church Administrative Board has launched a Step/
Jump/Lead initiative to expand efforts in affordable housing, 
education, community-building and the like.

But those who are involved agree that this new focus feels 
different, and that it will demand a different level of  response 
“I’d like to see us change ourselves,” Mary Katherine Vass says. 
“It’s our responsibility as people of  faith, who love God and 
love others.”

Does that mean moving our children from private to public 
school? Lobbying for affordable, integrated housing in our 
neighborhood? Leaving work to mentor or tutor a child? 

Richard Harrison, among the few African-Americans who 
belong to Myers Park United Methodist, says it’s time for 
people to get out of  their bubble.

Says Dr. Clarkson: “The status quo is completely 
unacceptable.”
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her call to be a counselor or social worker. While she looks ahead to a life of  
service, she looks back to unforgettable moments…

In Nepal, in the middle of  nowhere, she was hospitalized for three days with a 
parasite. Though painful, she said it gave her a chance to share her faith with the 
doctors – a witness the World Race offers in the most unexpected moments.

In Albania, where they cleaned pig pens, Emily and her fellow World Racers put 
on dance parties – sharing her exuberance even in slop.

In India, she expressed her faith in the most fundamental way possible – Handing 
out hugs in an orphanage for special needs children.

Emily told her story to the Ownbey Sunday School class, whose $500 donation 
helped make her World Race possible. Home now, she looks to the next chance 
to unleash her faith and optimism. “Ministry,” she told the Ownbey class, “is how 
you live your life and interact with people. It’s really cool to see how the Lord 
could use me.”
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By Ken Garfield

A conversation is growing at Myers Park 
United Methodist about the racial, class 
and cultural divide in Charlotte, and what 
the congregation can do about it.

Church members passionate about the 
issue admit there’s no set course of  action 
yet, no easy cure for the growing tension 
and, in some parts of  town, pervasive 
hopelessness. But a handful of  church 
members, with encouragement from Dr. 
Howell and staff, is determined to confront 
the issues dividing blacks from whites, rich 
from poor. The goal is to nudge people out 
of  what church member Dr. John Clarkson 
calls their comfort zone, and harness the 
power of  our  5,300-member congregation 
to move the city toward reconciliation. 
The shooting at Emanuel AME Church in 
Charleston stirred the effort, says church 
member Ron Knape. So did the hymn the 
congregation sang the Sunday after the 
tragedy – It is Well with My Soul – and this 
prophetic lyric: When sorrows like sea billows 
roll…

Says Dr. Clarkson: “We can no longer sit 
on the sidelines and say this is somebody 
else’s job. We need to harness the energy 
and emotion we feel.”

Knape, Mary Katherine Vass and Dr. 
Clarkson are at the forefront of  the early 
effort. They’ve spoken with leaders at the 
Urban League and Foundation For The 
Carolinas to see where the church fits 
in. They’re considering forming a small 
group of  members to keep the issue alive – 
talking to Sunday School classes, attending 
community gatherings, planning what the 
church can do. The first focus, they agree, 
is to educate the congregation about issues 
causing the divide: Poverty, resegregated 
public schools, racial tension between 
police and the community, perceived 
inequalities in the courts, children who see 
no reason to hope, generations of  prejudice 
contributing to it all. The first of  what 
the group hopes will be several programs 
comes at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 13, in 
Jubilee Hall when local historian Dr. Tom 
Hanchett talks about the history of  race in 
Charlotte, and lessons for today.

This church focus comes amid growing 
citywide efforts, many involving Myers 
Park United Methodist members, clergy 
and other staff:

Sparked by  Emanuel, Mecklenburg • 
Ministries’ Monday evening 
conversations have drawn several 

‘...TO SHOW MY LOVE FOR HIM’
Church member (and crackerjack production volunteer) Laurie Richardson 
shares the joy that was the annual Performing Arts Camp for children, and the 
musical that capped the week, “Time Of  Your Life.” Thirty children and three 
teen assistants participated.

“This was my fourth summer helping with the Performing Arts 
Camp. It’s been a tradition since my daughter, Susannah, partici-
pated when she was younger. It’s always crazy, but a high-energy, 
creative kind of  crazy. I help the children with the art part, creating 
backdrops for the performance. I am an artist and teach art lessons 
to children after school. I love working with the kids. They put their 
heart and soul into the camp, and it’s a joy to see and hear them 
learn about God through the arts. The songs are fun and based on 
simple truths of  the Bible. I look forward each summer to working 
with Natalie Secrest and other leaders. It’s rewarding to see all that 
hard work come together for the Friday night performance. Part 
of  the reason I enjoy it is that I am doing something I love while 
using the gifts God gave me, to show my love for Him.”

Dr. Howell’s new book is in the Goodness Gracious! • 
gift shop and elsewhere, plus online – Why This Jubilee? 
Advent Reflections On Songs Of  The Season. Published by 
Upper Room Books, the softcover offers 24 reflections 
on familiar songs of  the season, including some secular 
ones, and explores certain phrases and their meaning. 
Among the songs: O Little Town of  Bethlehem and The 
Christmas Song. The book also features a four-session 
Leader’s Guide with an opening prayer, hymns, conver-
sation starters and closing prayers.

Three words the congregation can relate to: • Welcome 
Back, Ellen.  Rev. Ellen Robison, Minister of  Worship 
and the Arts, has returned  from a sabbatical devoted 
to rest, renewal, learning, travel and spending time with 
family and friends. The Cornerstone is counting on her to 

share the experience in words and a photo or two.

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of  Adult Education, • 
shares interesting numbers as Sunday School gears up 
for autumn. In 2014-2015, there were 19 adult Sunday 
School classes, with a total of  1,114 members. An aver-
age of  354 adults attended Sunday School each week.

Now that school’s back and summer vacations are all • 
but over, ridership on the Sunday morning shuttle is 
up. Since we’re sharing numbers, Director of  Informa-
tion Technology Ron Clontz reports that the shuttle’s 
one-day record for riders came on Easter morning 2014 
– 349 in all. Shuttle buses runs continuously from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Sundays between the church and My-
ers Park Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue.

Continued Inside...
Church member (and grandpa) Robert Lutz captured the joy 

of  the young artists rehearsing for their musical in Jubilee Hall.

Mecklenburg Ministries has brought together blacks and whites to talk. 
Photo by Robert Lahser of  The Observer.

May we invite you to 
H.O.T. Wednesday in 
Jubilee Hall, returning 
September 9 and 
offering a meal and 
fellowship from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday evening. 
The weekly menus are 
at www.mpumc.org. For 
reservations, call 704-
376-5520 (option six). 
Join us for this midweek 
refuge from the routine. 
Take a moment to 
linger over dessert with 
friends and loved ones. 
Recharge for the next 
day’s agenda.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

DR. HOWELL’S NEW BOOK; WELCOME BACK, ELLEN

IN THESE UNSETTLED TIMES, 
TACKLING THE RACIAL DIVIDE

Inside: Our partnership with Sedgefield Elementary.




